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SUMMARY  FOR  1931. 


Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,172 

Population  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81,281 

Population  (estimated  middle  June,  1931)  ...  ...  ...  ...  82,160 

Number  of  structurally  separate  occupied  dwelling-houses  in 

the  Borough  at  Census  of  1931  ...  ...  ...  ...  18,538 

Average  number  of  persons  in  each  inhabited  building  at  Census 

of  1931  .  4-4 

Number  of  live  births  during  1931  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,698 

Legitimate  births:  Male,  843;  Female,  791;  Total,  1,634. 
Illegitimate  births:  Male,  31 ;  Female,  33;  Total,  64. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  20-66 

Number  of  still-births  during  1931:  Male,  48;  Female,  29  ...  77 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  43-38 

Number  of  deaths:  Male,  545;  Female,  453  ...  ...  ...  998 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

Natural  increase  of  the  population  during  the  year  ...  ...  700 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  (under  the  age  of  one  year) : 

Legitimate,  85 ;  Illegitimate,  109 ;  Total  ...  ...  ...  146 

Infant  mortality  per  1,000  births  : 

Legitimate,  85 ;  Illegitimate,  109 ;  Total  ...  ...  ...  86 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  : 

Sepsis  4;  Other  Causes,  4;  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Deaths  from  Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Deaths  from  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  ...  12 

Death  rate  from  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  : 

Smallpox,  Whooping  Cough,  Measles,  Diphtheria, 
Diarrhoea,  Scarlet  Fever,  and  “  Fever  ”  (Typhoid,  Enteric, 
and  Typhus)  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  ...  0-35 

Death  rate  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  of  children  under  two 

years  of  age  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7-07 

Death  rate  from  Phthisis  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  0-73 

Death  rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  per  1,000  of  the 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0-80 

Death  rate  from  Cancer  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  1-27 


The  rateable  value  of  the  Borough  for  1931-1932  .  £306,072 

In  1931  the  total  average  rate  in  the  £  (excluding  water 
charges)  was  15/6,  Barr  Ward  14/6. 

Actual  yield  of  Id.  rate  (1931-1932)  ...  ...  ...  ...  £1,212 


The  Health  Committee’s  Gross  Expenditure  during  the  financial 
year  ended  31st  March,  1931,  was  £61,444;  the  income  was  £27,909; 
making  a  net  charge  on  the  ratepayers  of  £33,535 ;  or  15/1  gross  and  8/3 
net  per  head  of  the  population.  This  is  a  net  cost  of  2/4.9d.  in  the  £ 
on  the  rates. 

These  figures  do  not  include  the  cost  of  Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal.  These  amounted  to  £11,566  gross ;  the  income  was  £1,020, 
making  the  net  charge  £10,546. 
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To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
the  County  Borough  of  W est  Bromwich. 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  first  Annual  Report 
which  has  been  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of 
Health’s  Circular,  1206. 

As  this  is  simply  an  ordinary  and  not  a  “  survey  ”  Report 
it  is  not  in  such  full  detail  as  was  its  immediate  predecessor, 
but  sufficient  information  is  given,  I  hope,  to  enable  the 
activities  and  development  of  the  Department  to  be  visualised, 
and  to  provide  the  necessary  statistics  by  which  the  extent  of 
our  work  may  be  gauged. 

I  desire  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  figures  and  informa¬ 
tion  for  inclusion  in  the  Report  from  the  Town  Clerk,  Borough 
Surveyor,  Borough  Treasurer,  Superintendent  Registrar  of 
Births  and  Deaths,  Secretary  of  the  Voluntary  Hospital, 
Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange,  Clerk  to  the  National 
Health  Insurance  Committee  and  others. 

The  Birth  Rate  was  20-66  per  1,000,  of  the  population 
which  with  the  exception  of  1927  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 
The  Death  Rate  was  12-1  per  1,000 ;  this  is  very  satisfactory  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
for  the  same  period  was  12-3. 

The  various  branches  of  the  Public  Health  Service  have 
continued  on  satisfactory  lines  throughout  the  year.  The 
dove-tailing  of  the  new  functions  taken  over  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  under  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  into  the 
previously  existing  duties  has  advanced  steadily.  Hallam 
Hospital,  a  notable  and  important  addition  on  April  1st,  1930, 
has  during  its  first  complete  year  as  a  Municipal  Hospital 
rendered  excellent  service,  not  only  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Borough,  but  also  to  those  of  neighbouring  Authorities. 

There  were  important  changes  in  the  staff  during  1931. 
Dr.  W.  Stott,  my  predecessor,  who  had  been  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  over  4  years,  left  at  the  end  of  September,  to  take 
up  the  post  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Metropolitan 
Borough  of  Southwark.  His  tenure  of  office  had  been 
characterised  by  much  successful  re-organisation  over  difficult 
transitional  years.  Other  important  departures  were  Dr.  R. 
Curnow,  Dr.  A.  Anderson  and  Dr.  D.  E.  Pritchard,  all  of 
whom  had  rendered  excellent  service. 
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Another  notable  feature  was  the  survey  of  the  various 
branches  of  the  Public  Health  work  carried  out  by  Hr. 
Donelan,  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  between 
14th  and  23rd  September. 

I  desire  to  place  on  record  the  loyalty  and  invaluable 
assistance  rendered  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  every 
member  of  the  Staff  of  the  Department.  Also,  I  must  express 
the  grateful  thanks  of  the  Department  to  the  Chairman, 
Deputy  Chairman,  and  all  members  of  the  Health,  Housing, 
and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committees,  for  the  ready 
and  courteous  manner  in  which  suggestions  and  recommenda¬ 
tions  have  invariably  been  received. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  YULE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
2,  Lodge  Hoad, 

West  Bromwich. 

April,  1932. 
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STAFF  OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  &  Chief 
Tuberculosis  Officer  . 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer 


Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Inspector 
of  Food  and  Drugs,  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Removal  of  Refuse 


District  Sanitary  Inspectors 


Senior  Tuberculosis  Sister 


W.  Stott,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

(Till  30th  Sept.,  1931). 

J.  Yule,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

(From  7th  Dec.,  1931). 

R.  N.  Cuiinow,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 
M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

(Till  15tli  June,  1931). 

J.  A.  G.  Keddie,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.P.H.,  D.P.A. 

(From  12tli  June,  1931) 

A.  Anderson,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
(Till  7th  March,  1931). 

D.  E.  P.  Pritchard,  M.D.,  Ch.B., 
D.P.H. 

(From  7th  April  to  28tli  Dec., 
1931). 

H.  H.  Spears,  C.R.S.I.,  F.S.I.A. 

,  W.  W.  Foakes,  C.R.S.L,  M.S.I.A. 
Cert.  Meat  Inspection.. 

G.  H.  Shaw,  C.R.S.L,  M.S.I.A. 
Cert.  Meat  Inspection. 

J.  E.  Austin,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A. 
Cert.  Meat  Inspection. 

Cert.  Smoke  Inspection. 

.F.  A.  Oakes,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A. 

Sister  0.  Collins,  Cert.  C.M.B., 
and  three  years’  General  Hospital 
training. 


Senior  Health  Visitor  &  Inspector  Miss  C.  Twist,  State  Registered 
of  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  Nurse,  Cert.  C.M.B.,  Cert.  Sani¬ 

tary  Inspector,  Cert.  Health 
Visitor. 
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NURSE  HEALTH  VISITORS. 


Name. 

Qualifications. 

Miss  S.  A.  Smith 

• 

State  Registered  Nurse,  Cert.  Health  Visitor 

Miss  M.  W.  Pole 

3  years’  General  Training.  Cert.  C.M.B. 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Bryan 

3  years’  General  Training.  Cert.  C.M.B. 

Miss  W.  K.  Brazier 

3  years’  General  Training.  Cert.  C.M.B. 

(Till  8th  April,  1931). 

Miss  A.  Clegg  . 

4  years’  General  Training.  Cert.  C.M.B.  Cert 
Health  Visitor. 

Miss  L.  A.  Powell  ... 

3  years’  General  Training.  Cert.  C.M.B. 

(Till  13th  June,  1931). 

Miss  M.  M.  Byard 

3  years’  General  Training.  Cert.  C.M.B. 

(Till  8th  April,  1931). 

Miss  B.  Wearing 

Cert.  Sanitary  Inspector.  Cert.  C.M.B. 

Miss  F.  McDonald 

State  Registered  Nurse.  Cert.  C.M.B.  Cert 
Health  Visitor.  Tuberculosis  Certificate. 
(From  May,  1931). 

Miss  C.  Iyretschman 

State  Registered  Nurse.  Cert.  C.M.B.  Cert 
Health  Visitor. 

(From  June,  1931). 

Miss  H.  Onions . 

State  Registered  Nurse.  Cert.  C.M.B. 

\ 

(From  June,  1931). 

• 

Health  Dept . 

CLERICAL  STAFF. 

J.  Poxon.  Vaccination  Officer. 

Chief  Statistical  Clerk. 

W.  J.  Bridges. 

Miss  M.  L.  Holden. 

Miss  M.  Parsons. 

Tuberculosis  Dept. 

.  Miss  H.  G.  Cook.  (Till  April,  1931). 

Miss  E.  Robinson.  (From  April,  1931). 

Sanitary  Dept . 

.  J.  Bullock. 

C.  N.  Johnson. 
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I.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA. 


Population. 


At  the  census  taken  on  the  26th  April,  1931,  the  number 
of  persons  enumerated  in  the  Borough  was  81,281. 


The  Registrar-General  has  estimated  the  population  in 
June,  1931,  to  be  82,160,  this  figure  has  been  used  for  calcula¬ 
tions  in  connection  with  the  vital  statistics. 


POPULATION  OF  WEST  BROMWICH. 


Year. 

Estimated 
population 
at  mid-year. 

Natural 

increase 

during 

preceding 

year. 

Insured 
Persons 
at  31st 
December. 

Average 
No.  on 
Elementary 
School 
Registers. 

1922  ... 

72,260 

— 

31,562 

13,332 

1923  ... 

77,600 

939 

29,675 

13,249 

1924  ... 

78,730 

893 

30,314 

13,183 

1925  ... 

79,490 

900 

30,699 

13,440 

1926  ... 

79,920 

871 

31,293 

13,680 

1927  ... 

81,140 

930 

31,764 

13,738 

1928  ... 

80,680 

628 

32,895 

13,923 

1929  ... 

80,840 

843 

33,187 

13,793 

1930  ... 

81,510 

471 

33,674 

13,845 

1931  ... 

82,160 

748 

34,320 

14,032 

Physical  Features. 

West  Bromwich 

is  situated 

at  about 

52  degrees 

31  min. 

North  lat. 

and  1  degree  59  min. 

West  long. 

and  covers  an  area  of  7,172  acres.  The  average  height  above 
sea  level  is  approximately  500  feet,  varying  from  566-6  feet  at 
Sandwell  Park  Golf  Course  to  348-5  feet  at  Old  Forge  Mill. 


The  subsoil  is  chiefly  gravel  and  sand,  the  heavier  sand 
deposits  being  found  on  the  Eastern  side  and  marl  on  the 
South  Western.  Marl  holes  from  which  brick-making 
material  has  been  removed  are  a  feature  of  the  South  West 
side  of  the  Borough.  There  are  coal  measures  under  most  of 
the  area  at  varying  depths.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  land 
is  unsuitable  for  building  purposes  due  to  mining  operations. 


Meteorology. 

Meteorological  records  are  kept  by  Mr.  E.  C.  Reading, 
Parks  Superintendent,  at  the  Dartmouth  Park.  Readings  are 
taken  daily  at  9  a.m. 

Rain  fell  on  173  days  during  1931,  giving  a  total  rainfall 
of  33  14  inches,  compared  with  181  days  resulting  in  a  total 
rainfall  of  34*31  inches  for  1930. 

Particulars  of  the  Meteorological  readings  will  be  found 
in  Appendix  I.,  page  58. 


6 


INDUSTRIES  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Industries. 


The  main  industries  of  the  Borough  and  the  approximate 


numbers  employed  in  each  are  as  follows  : 

Industry. 

Approx.  No.  of 
Persons  Employed. 

Spring  Manufacture  ... 

4,000 

Ironfounding  and  Holloware 

3,500 

Printing 

1,800 

Coal  Mining 

1,500 

Engineering  and  Constructional  Engineering 

1,500 

Iron  Works 

1,200 

Building  Trade 

Tube  Manufacture 

900 

700 

Manufacture  of  Chemicals,  Soap,  Oils,  etc. 

500 

Manufacture  of  Food  and  Drink 

500 

Manufacture  of  Nails  and  Rivets  ... 

400 

Brass  Manufacture  ... 

300 

Motor  Manufacture 

300 

Furniture  Manufacture 

300 

Glass  Manufacture  ... 

200 

Industrial  Welfare  Work. 

Most  of  the  large  firms  have  Welfare  Departments,  and 
the  efforts  of  these  in  promoting  the  health  of  the  employees 
of  their  firms  are  of  considerable  value  in  improving  the 
general  health  of  the  Borough. 

Unemployment. 

The  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange  has  kindly 
furnished  me  with  information  which  shows  that  unemploy¬ 
ment  as  recorded  by  his  Department,  was  much  more 
prevalent  in  West  Bromwich  during  1931  than  in  1930. 
The  average  number  of  persons  registered  as  un¬ 
employed  in  each  month  during  1931  was  6,061,  compared  with 
3,809  in  1930.  The  number  of  unemployed  men  in  1931  was 
4,480,  compared  with  2,956  in  1930,  and  the  numbers  of 
women  and  juveniles  in  1931  were  1,289  and  295  respectively, 
as  compared  with  948  and  172  in  the  previous  year.  The  peak 
period  in  1931  was  September,  when  the  total  number  of 
registered  unemployed  was  7,233  compared  with  the  peak 
period  in  December,  1930,  when  the  total  number  was  5,370. 
The  lowest  total  for  the  last  three  years  was  that  on  16th 
December,  1929,  when  the  numbers  registered  were — men 
1,374,  women  290,  juveniles  37,  total  1,701. 

Poor  Law  Relief. 

The  number  of  persons  in  receipt  of  Poor  Belief  on  the 
26th  December,  1931,  was  2,026;  320  were  receiving  in-door 
and  1,696  out-door  relief,  which  is  an  increase  of  261  compared 
with  the  number  on  the  corresponding  day  in  the  previous  year. 

The  average  number  of  persons  in  receipt  of  relief  per 
10,000  of  the  population  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year 
was  249.  The  corresponding  figure  for  the  County  Boroughs 
in  England  and  Wales  was  361. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Marriages. 

The  Superintendent-Registrar  informs  me  that  during 
the  year  ended  31st  March,  1931,  the  number  of  marriages 
solemnised  in  the  Borough  was  176,  compared  with 
186  during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1930.  The  marriage- 
rate  was  4*33  per  1,000  of  the  population  compared  with  4-60  in 
1930. 

Births. 

The  number  of  births  Avas  1,698,  this  includes  the 
births  of  the  children  of  West  Bromwich  parents 
which  occurred  at  Nursing  Homes  and  other  places  outside  the 
Borough  and  excludes  those  of  children  born  at  Hallain 
Hospital  AAThose  parents  reside  outside  the  Borough.  There 
has  been  very  little  change  in  the  number  of  births  in  the  past 
five  years,  the  respective  numbers  being  as  follows  :  — 

1927  1928  1929  1930  1931 

1,643  1,686  1,682  1,671  1,698 

Although  the  birth-rate  of  20-66  is  one  of  the  lowest 
recorded  for  West  Bromwich,  it  compares  very  favourably  with 
that  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  A  comparison  of  the  birth¬ 
rate  of  West  Bromwich  with  that  of  the  large  towns  and  the 
country  generally  for  a  period  of  five  years  is  shown  in  the 
following  table  :  — 


1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

WEST  BROMWICH 

20.2 

21.0 

20.8 

20.7 

20.6 

107  Large  Towns  ... 

17.1 

16.9 

16.6 

16.6 

16.0 

London 

16.1 

15.9 

15.7 

15.7 

15.0 

England  and  Wales 

16.7 

16.7 

16.3 

16.3 

15.8 

Of  the  total  births  in  West  Bromwich  during  1931,  874 
were  males  and  824  females.  The  births  were  spread  over  the 
year  as  follows  :  — 

1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter.  4th  Quarter. 

425  456  413  404 

There  were  64  illegitimate  births;  this  is  3*18  per  cent,  of 
the  total. 

Seventy-seven  stillbirths  Avere  registered  of  Avhich  2  were 
illegitimate.  The  rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  was  43-38. 

The  births  were  distributed  over  the  various  wards  as 
folloAvs  :  — 

Barr.  Sand  well.  Lyndon.  Tantany.  Hill  Top.  Spon  Lane.  Lyng. 

27  102  397  233  223  152  187 

Town  Hall.  Greets  Green.  Total. 

166  211  1,698 
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Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  998,  of  which  545 
were  male  and  453  females ;  the  death-rate  being  12T  per 
1,000.  The  deaths  recorded  each  quarter  were:  — 

1st  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter.  4th  Quarter. 

334  242  180  242 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths 

from 

the 

seven 

principal 

zymotic  diseases,  together  with 

the  fi 

gures 

for  the 

previous 

four  years  for  comparison 

are  shown  in 

the  following 

table  :  — - 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

— 

3 

1 

— 

1 

Measles 

14 

— 

44 

9 

13 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 

1 

1 

4 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

13 

4 

32 

1 

3 

Diphtheria 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

9 

1 

3 

3 

— 

(under  2  years) 

24 

25 

26 

14 

12 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  there  were  no  deaths  either 
from  Scarlet  Fever  or  Diphtheria  during  the  year  under  review. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Heart  Disease  166, 
Pneumonia  116,  Cancer  105,  Bronchitis  75,  and  Tuberculosis 
(all  forms)  66.  There  were  12  suicides  and  34  deaths  from 
violence. 

Age  Distribution.  In  Appendix  4,  page  60,  is  shown 
the  principal  causes  of  death  divided  into  age  groups. 

Ward  Statistics.  The  number  of  deaths  in  each  ward 
was  as  follows  :  — 

Barr.  Sandwell.  Lyndon.  Tantany.  Hill  Top.  Spon  Lane.  Lvng. 
15  100  125  159  ^  128  120  123 

Town  Hall.  Greets  Green.  Total. 

114  114  998 


In  the  following  table  is  shown  the  death-rate  during  the 
past  5  years  in  West  Bromwich  compared  with  the  large  towns 
and  the  country  as  a  whole. 


1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 

WEST  BROMWICH 

12.4 

10.5 

14.9 

11.4 

12.1 

107  Large  Towns  ... 

12.2 

11.6 

13.7 

11.5 

12.3 

London 

11.9 

11.6 

13.8 

11.4 

12.4 

England  and  Wales 

12.3 

11.7 

13.4 

11.4 

12.3 

Infant  Mortality. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  Infant  deaths  during 
the  year  1931. 


Total  number  of  deaths  under  1  year  ... 
Mortality  rate  per  1,000  births 
Number  of  deaths  of  legitimate  infants 
Legitimate  Mortality  rate 
Number  of  deaths  of  illegitimate  infants 
Illegitimate  Mortality  rate 


146 

86 

139 

85 

7 

109 


Further  details  will  be  found  in  Appendix  II.,  on 
page  59, 
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II.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

Medical  Staff. 

The  whole  time  staff  includes  :  — 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  also  the  School 
Medical  Officer,  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer,  Medical  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Isolation  Hospitals  and  Chief  Administrative 
Officer  of  the  Municipal  General  Hospital  (Hallam  Hospital). 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Clinical  Tuberculosis 
Officer  and  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer. 

One  Assistant  Medical  Officer  and  School  Medical  Officer. 

One  Dental  Surgeon. 

The  part  time  staff  includes  :  — 

1  Ophthalmic  Surgeon.  3  Public  Vaccinators. 

Inspectorial  Staff. 

1  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

4  District  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Nursing  Staff. 

1  Chief  Tuberculosis  Sister. 

1  Senior  Health  Visitor,  School  Nurse  and  Inspector  of 

Midwives . 

8  District  Nurses  doing  duty  as  Health  Visitors,  School 
Nurses  and  Tuberculosis  Visitors. 

2  School  Clinic  Nurses. 

Part  Time  Staff. 

1  Veterinary  Surgeon.  1  Public  Analyst. 

1  Masseuse  and  Remedial  Exercises  Mistress. 

Clerical  Staff. 

Health  Department :  2  Male  and  2  Female  Clerks. 
Sanitary  Inspector’ s  Office  :  2  Male  Clerks. 
Tuberculosis  Department'.  1  Female  Clerk. 

School  Medical  Department :  4  Female  Clerks. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

General. 

General  Nursing  in  the  home  is  carried  out  by  the  Nurses 
of  the  Akrill  Nurses’  Home,  cases  being  referred  to  these 
nurses  either  by  General  Practitioners  or  by  the  Health 
Department. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

An  Annual  grant  of  £30  is  made  by  tlie  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  to  the  District  Nursing  Association 
(The  Akrill  Nurses’  Home)  for  the  nursing  of  :  — 

Children  aged  1-5  years  suffering  from  Measles  and 

Whooping  Cough. 

Infants  with  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  when  not  removed  to 

Hospital. 

An  Annual  grant  of  £20  is  paid  by  the  Tuberculosis  Com¬ 
mittee  to  the  District  Nursing  Association  for  the  nursing  at 
home  of  certain  types  of  Tuberculosis. 

Midwives. 

The  number  of  midwives  notifying  their  intention  to 
practice  in  the  area  was  35.  Of  these,  30  hold  the  certificate 
of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board,  and  5  are  bona  fide.  There 
are  no  subsidised  mid  wives. 

National  Health  Insurance. 

The  Local  Authority  have  5  representatives,  of  which  one 
is  a  Medical  man,  on  the  National  Health  Insurance  Com¬ 
mittee. 

The  number  of  insured  persons  entitled  to  Medical  Benefit 
on  31st  December,  1931,  was  34,320,  of  whom  213  were  deposit 
contributors,  35  members  of  the  Navy  and  Army  Fund,  and 
34,072  of  Approved  Societies.  The  number  of  persons  on  the 
lists  of  panel  doctors  was  33,462.  The  number  of  prescriptions 
issued  was  150,182  at  an  average  total  cost  per  prescription  of 
7-5  pence. 

Poor  Law  Medical  Out-Relief. 

For  the  purpose  of  Poor  Law  Medical  Out -Relief,  the 
Borough  is  divided  into  six  areas,  and  the  following  Medical 
Officers  who  worked  under  the  West  Bromwich  Poor  Law 
Union  were  transferred  on  the  1st  April,  1930,  to  the 
Corporation.  Up  till  31st  December,  1931,  there  was  no 
change  either  in  the  personnel  of  the  District  Medical  Officers 
or  the  arrangement  of  districts.  These  Officers  work  under 
the  control  of  the  Town  Clerk  who  is  also  Public  Assistance 
Officer. 

District  Medical  Officers. 

Dr.  W.  E.  Coleman  (died  13/11/31).  Dr.  R.  Trimble. 
Dr.  E.  A.  Davison.  Dr.  W.  P.  Penhale.  Dr.  D.  M.  Spring. 
Dr.  J.  B.  Garman. 
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Laboratory  Facilities. 

Clinical  material  is  examined  at  two  local  laboratories  :  — 

(1)  In  connection  with  the  Health  Department,  where 
sputum,  swabs,  etc.,  are  examined. 

(2)  In  connection  with  Hallam  Hospital  in  the 
pathological  and  bio-chemical  laboratory. 

Use  is  also  made  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
University  of  Birmingham,  for  pathological  examinations, 
where  a  vivisection  licence  is  necessary.  Bacteriological 
examinations  of  milk,  under  the  Milk  Special  Designation 
Order  and  under  the  Milk  Tuberculosis  Order  are  carried  out 
at  this  Laboratory.  Chemical  analysis  of  water  and  food 
stuffs  under  the  Sale  of  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  is  carried  out  by 
the  Borough  Analyst  in  Birmingham. 

Legislation  in  Force. 

A  list  of  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations  apart  from  the 
general  law  which  apply  to  the  Borough  was  given  in  detail  in 
last  year’s  Report.  There  has  been  no  addition  during  the 
year  under  review. 

Hospitals. 

Hospital  Services  both  Voluntary  and  Municipal  within 
and  without  the  Borough  which  are  used  by  the  residents  of 
West  Bromwich  were  given  in  last  year’s  Report. 

There  was  no  extension  of  the  hospital  accommodation  in 
the  Borough  during  1931.  The  work  carried  out  during  the 
year  at  Hallam  Hospital  and  the  two  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospitals  under  the  control  of  the  Authority  is  set  out  in  detail 
in  other  sections  of  this  Report. 

West  Bromwich  and  District  Voluntary  Hospital. 

During  1931,  1,214  in-patients  and  7,81b  out-patients 
were  treated  at  this  hospital;  in  addition,  9,726  persons 
received  attention  at  the  casualty  department. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. 

(a)  Number  of  Applications  for  Registration  :  One  as  a 
Maternity  Home  and  one  as  a  General  Medical  and  Surgical 
Nursing*  Home. 

(b)  Number  of  Homes  Registered  :  2,  as  above. 

(c)  Number  o,f  Orders  made  refusing  Registration  :  Nil. 

(d)  Number  of  Applications  for  E xemption  from  Registra¬ 
tion.  Nil. 
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Maternal  Mortality. 

Every  Maternal  death  is  investigated  by  the  Health 
Visiting  Staff.  Complete  arrangements  have  been  made  for 
the  investigation,  removal  to  Hospital,  Home  Nursing, 
Specialists  consultation,  and  bacteriological  investigation  of 
all  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia  according  to  the 
Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia  Regulations.  (See  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Report). 

Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate  Infants  and 
Homeless  Children. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  Voluntary  Society  known  as  the  West 
Bromwich  Girls’  Welfare  Society,  undertake  the  work  of 
supervising  and  assisting  unmarried  mothers.  Selected  cases 
are  sent  to  suitable  Homes.  Illegitimate  children  born 
in  Hallam  Hospital  who  cannot  be  dealt  with  satis¬ 
factorily  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee, 
are  at  present  taken  over  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee, 
and  placed  in  the  Nurseries  at  Barr  Colony.  Later  many  of 
these  are  transferred  to  Wigmore  Schools,  which  is  under  the 
Joint  Control  of  the  County  Boroughs  of  Walsall  and  West 
Bromwich. 

Institutional  Provision  for  the  Care  of  Mental  Defectives. 

Mental  defectives  continue  to  be  sent  to  Great  Barr  Park 
Colony  which  is  under  the  joint  control  of  the  County  Boroughs 
of  Walsall  and  West  Bromwich.  A  detailed  description  of  the 
Colony  was  given  in  last  year’s  Report.  On  the  31st  December, 
1931,  there  were  117  patients,  36  men,  60  women,  and  21 
children  chargeable  to  West  Bromwich  Corporation  in  Great 
Barr  Park  Colony. 

Great  difficulty  is  still  experienced  in  obtaining  admission 
for  low-grade  cases  of  mental  deficiency  to  this  Colony.  It  is 
hoped  that  serious  consideration  will  be  given  to  this  matter 
when  this  Colony  becomes  certified  solely  for  the  admission  of 
mental  defectives. 

In  addition  to  the  Homes  for  mental  defectives  there  are 
Nurseries  for  normal  children  under  five  years  of  age  and  an 
Isolation  Hospital.  These  buildings  are  not  in  connection 
with  the  colony  but  are  situated  on  the  estate. 

On  the  31st  December,  1931,  there  were  32  children 
chargeable  to  West  Bromwich  Corporation  in  the  Children’s 
Hospital,  18  being  under  3  years  of  age,  and  14  between  the 
ages  of  3  and  5. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases  :  One  Motor  Ambulance  is  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  West  Bromwich  Corporation. 

(b)  For  Medical,  Surgical  and  Accident  Cases  :  Three 
Motor  Ambulances  are  provided  by  the  West  Bromwich 
Corporation. 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Particular  of  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  will  be  found 
in  Appendix  7,  page  63. 

Blind  Persons. 

The  blind  persons  of  West  Bromwich  are  dealt  with  by 
the  Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind  under  an 
approved  joint  scheme.  During  the  year  1931,  the  blind 
population  numbered  :  Males,  68;  females,  56;  total,  124. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Local  Authority  under 
Section  6  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

III.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

The  Borough  is  supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire 
Waterworks  Company;  to  whom  1  am  indebted  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  information :  — 

Extensions  of  mains  were  carried  out  during  the  year  in 
the  following  areas  :  — 

Cutts  Lane,  off  Bustleholme  Lane. 

Morris  Street. 

Marsh  Lane. 

Wilford  Road. 

Hall  Green  Road. 

Friar  Park  Housing  Estate. 

Charlemont  Avenue. 

Charlemont  Crescent. 

Both  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  analyses  show  the 
water  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  an  examination  made  in 
December,  1931. 


Bacteriological  Examination :  — 

Bacteria — colonies  per  c.c. 

Nutrient  gelatin  at  20  deg.  C.,  3  days  ...  1 

Nutrient  agar  at  37  deg.  C.,  24  hours  ...  3 

Bile-lactose  agar  at  37  deg.  C.,  24  hours  ...  2 

Chemical  Analysis  :  — 

pH  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7*5 

Alkalinity  (CaC03)  ...  ...  ...  12-7 

Chlorides  expressed  as  Chlorine  ...  ...  4-08 

Ammonia  (free)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Trace 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  .  ...  Trace 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  ...  -31 

Oxygen  Absorbed  (3  hours  at  27  deg.  C.)  -013 

Temporary  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  12-4 

Permanent  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  5*5 

Total  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  ...  17-9 


♦ 
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Regarding  these  figures,  the  low  figures  for  free  ammonia 
and  albuminoid  ammonia  discount  at  once  the  high  chlorine 
and  nitrate  figures  and  indicate  that  these  are  of  mineral 
rather  than  of  animal  origin,  and  are  therefore  harmless. 
Apart  from  the  high  figure  of  “  hardness,”  there  is  nothing  to 
comment  upon.  The  water  is  obviously  from  a  deep  source 
which  would  explain  the  chemical  findings. 

No  examination  was  made  by  the  Borough  Analyst 
during  the  year. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

It  has  been  unnecessary  to  take  any  action  to  check 
pollution  of  any  river  or  stream  within  the  Borough. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Borough  Surveyor  reports  as  follows  :  — 

<£  The  Council  has  decided  to  construct  the  necessary 
sewers  in  the  Perry  Barr  portion  of  the  Borough  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  £37,000.  •  This  work  will  take  about  two 
years  to  carry  out. 

“  They  have  also  agreed  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the 
outfall  works  at  Friar  Park  and  construct  outfall  works  at 
Pay  Hall  to  deal  with  the  excess  sewerage  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  £112,000.  These  works  will  be  commenced  in  two  or 
three  months’  time  and  will  occupy  about  three  years  in  con¬ 
struction.  When  they  are  completed  it  is  hoped  that  the 
sewerage  of  the  Borough  will  be  satisfactorily  treated  for  some 
considerable  period.” 

Closet  Accommodation. 

At  the  end  of  1931  there  were  :  — 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  451 

Water  Closets,  a  small  proportion  of  which 

are  of  the  waste-water  type  ...  ...  16,825 

Scavenging. 

The  methods  of  scavenging  and  refuse  disposal  are  given 
in  detail  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

This  is  given  in  detail  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Complaints  are  frequently  received  at  the  Health 
Department  regarding  smoke  nuisance.  Many  are  in  con¬ 
nection  with  works  which  are  exempt  under  the  Smoke 
Abatement  Act.  Nevertheless,  all  cases  are  investigated  and 
as  a  result  of  representations,  improvement  has  occurred. 
Owners  and  works  managers  are  always  willing  to  carry 
out  reasonable  suggestions.  The  position  of  the  Corporation 
in  dealing  with  persons  who  cause  breaches  of  the  smoke  bye¬ 
laws  is  rendered  somewhat  invidious  by  the  fact  that  the 
Authority  possess  chimney  stacks  which  are  not  beyond 
reproach. 
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Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  Controlled  by  Bye-Laws  and 
Regulations. 

There  are  Bye-Laws  to  deal  with  :  — 

Slaughterhouses . 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings. 

Tents,  Caravans,  Sheds. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  is  no  necessity  in  West  Bromwich  for  Regulations 
in  respect  of  underground  sleeping  rooms. 

The  number  of  premises  and  occupations  referred  to  above 
is  :  — 

Slaughter-houses.  23  Registered;  12  Licensed. 

Offensive  Trades,  ’binder  Section  112  of  the  Public 


Health  Act,  1875:  — 

Bone  Boiler  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tallow  Melter  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Blood  Boiler  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

F  ellmonger  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Soap  Boiler  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Tripe  Boiler  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


Since  May,  1924,  the  following  are  scheduled  as  offensive 
trades  in  West  Bromwich  under  Section  51  of  the  Public 


Health  Amendment  Act,  1907  :  — 

Blood  Dryer  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Leather  Dresser  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fat  Melter  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fat  Extractor  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tanner  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Glue  Maker  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Size  Maker  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Gut  Scraper  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealer  ...  ...  ...  12 

Fish  Friers  .  121 

Common  Lodging  Houses — 

Humber  of  Houses  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Dairies ,  Cowsheds  and  MiTkshops — 

(a)  Dairies  and  Milkshops  : 

No.  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  255 

No.  discontinued  during  the  year  ...  19 

No.  Registered  during  the  year  ...  21 

( b )  Cowsheds  : 

No.  of  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  20 

No.  discontinued  during  the  year  ...  2 

No.  of  registered  keepers  ...  ...  20 
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Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  throughout  the 
Borough  is  generally  good.  St.  Paul’s  School,  Hamstead, 
which  was  acquired  on  the  1st  April,  1928,  has  a  privy  midden 
system  of  sanitation,  which  is  common  in  the  village. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  the  arrangements  for  the  control  of  infectious  diseases 
in  the  schools.  In  connection  with  the  control  of  Diphtheria, 
135  throat  swabs  taken  from  school  children  were  examined 
bacteriologically  by  your  Medical  Officers,  and  of  these  IT 
were  positive. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928. 

There  is  one  rag  flock  works  in  the  Borough,  and  no  com¬ 
plaint  or  breach  of  the  regulations  has  been  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  department. 

IV.— HOUSING. 

The  usual  statistical  report  relating  to  inspections  and 
defects,  etc.,  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Construction  of  Houses. 

During  the  year  the  total  number  of  new  houses  built  in 
the  Borough  was  606,  of  which  518  were  built  by  the 
Corporation  and  88  by  private  enterprise.  It  is  significant  to 
note  that  this  is  the  largest  number  of  houses  erected  in  any 
one  year  since  the  war.  Of  the  518  houses  erected  by  the 
Corporation  514  were  of  the  non-parlour  3  bedrooms  type,  and 
4  of  the  non-parlour  2  bedrooms  type.  This  brings  the  total 
number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Authority  under  state-aided 
schemes  since  the  war  to  2,816.  The  following  tables  indicate 
the  progress  made  each  year  since  1920,  the  type  of  houses  and 
the  sites  on  which  they  were  erected. 

NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  BUILT  1920-31. 

With  State  Assistance.  Without  State  Assistance. 


Year. 

By  Local 
Authority. 

By  others. 

By  Local 

Authority.  By  others. 

Total. 

1920 

— 

— 

—  15 

15 

1921 

300 

— 

—  9 

309 

1922 

495 

— 

—  7 

502 

1923 

15 

4 

18 

37 

1924 

28 

73 

—  9 

110 

1925 

24 

86 

—  53 

163 

1926 

125 

153 

—  18 

296 

1927 

312 

183 

—  7 

502 

1928 

115 

100 

—  15 

230 

1929 

391 

139 

—  11 

541 

1930 

493 

— 

—  44 

537 

1931 

518 

5 

—  83 

606 

2,816 

743 

289 

3,848 

IT 


TYPES  OF  HOUSES  BUILT  BY  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 


Parlour. 

Site.  4  Bedrooms.  3 

Parlour.  Non-Parlour. 

Bedrooms.  3  Bedrooms. 

Non-Parlour. 
2  Bedrooms. 

Total. 

Tantany  and 

Westbourne  Road 

61 

645 

102 

808 

Barton  Street 

— 

— 

82 

- 

82 

Swan  Village 

— 

— 

78 

10 

88 

Charleniont 

— 

104 

284 

_ 

388 

Boulton  Square 

— 

— 

14 

— 

14 

Hamstead  ... 

— 

8 

88 

14 

110 

Crankliall  Lane 

— 

44 

1,097 

59 

1,200 

Witton  Lane 

— 

_ 

12 

_ 

12 

Barton  Street 

— 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

Tantany  Flats  (No.  2) 

— 

— 

12 

18 

30 

Tantany  Flats  (No.  1) 

— 

33 

38 

_ 

71 

Ebenezer  Street 

— 

_ 

_ 

4 

4 

Harvills  Hawthorn 

— 

— 

8 

— 

8 

61 

834 

1,816 

105 

2,816 

Sufficiency  of  Supply  of 

1931  Census 

Houses. 

Population. 

81,281 

No.  of 

Inhabited  Houses 
18,483 

1921  Census 

. 

74,982 

15,200 

Increase 

6,299 

3,283 

It  will  be  observed  from  tbe  above  table  that  during  the 
inter-censal  period  the  average  number  of  persons  per  inhabited 
house  has  been  reduced  from  4-9  in  1921  to  4-4  in  1931.  The 
most  serious  and  obvious  difficulty  in  meeting  the  demand  for 
additional  houses  at  a  suitable  rental  is  the  present  state  of 
financial  stringency.  Furthermore,  owing  to  mining  opera¬ 
tions,  the  Authority  is  faced  with  difficulty  in  obtaining 
building  sites  within  reasonable  reach  of  the  centre  of  the 
town,  and  within  inexpensive  travelling  distance  from  the 
works. 


During  the  year,  in  response  to  applications  received  at 
the  Department,  74  cases  were  referred  to  the  Housing 
Department  for  accommodation. 

Fitness  of  Houses. 

Of  approximately  18,500  houses  in  the  Borough,  principally 
composed  of  working-class  houses,  8,000  have  2,  3  or  4  rooms 
only,  and  of  this  number  1,350  houses  are  either  of  the  back-to- 
back  or  “  single  ”  type.  The  majority  of  these  8,000  houses 
vary  in  age  from  50  to  100  years  and  several  are  even  older 
than  this. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  number  of  unfit  houses  in  the 
Borough  at  the  end  of  1931  was  approximately  1,250;  but  this 
must  be  regarded  as  a  very  moderate  estimate. 
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As  was  pointed  out  in  last  year’s  Report  in  the  case  of 
over  7,000  houses  there  is  no  adequate  internal  water 
supply,  and  in  over  6,000  houses  there  is  no  water  closet 
accommodation  or  other  adequate  accommodation  within  their 
own  curtilage. 

The  prevailing  forms  of  defects  are  dampness,  structural 
disrepair,  insufficient  natural  lighting,  inadequate  water 
supply  and  closet  accommodation. 

General  Action  taken  as  regards  Unfit  Houses. 

The  general  action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
and  the  Housing  Acts  during  the  year  is  set  out  in  detail  in 
the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  Suffice  it  to  say 
here  that  representations  were  made  in  respect  of  56  houses 
considered  to  be  unfit  and  in  35  cases  Demolition  Orders  were 
made.  The  total  number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  during 
1931  wrns  64. 

U nhealthy  Areas.  As  mentioned  in  last  year’s  Report 
only  one  of  the  scheduled  unhealthy  areas  lias  been 
completely  dealt  with,  viz.,  the  Barton  Street  and  Richard 
Street  South  area.  Considerable  progress  lias  been  made  in 
the  Swan  Village  district,  but  the  whole  of  the  unfit  houses 
have  not  yet  been  demolished.  Demolition  Orders  for  the 
whole  of  the  Jow'etts  Lane  property  have  been  obtained,  and 
one  block  of  houses  is  vacant  and  will  be  demolished  in  the 
near  future.  Marked  progress  has  been  made  with  the 
Vicarage  Road  area  and  new  houses  are  in  course  of  erection. 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  HOUSING  MATTERS. 

By  Miss  A.  J.  PHILIPP,  M.R.San.I.,  Housing  Manager. 

The  West  Bromwich  housing  record  for  1931,  proves  to  be 
very  interesting,  when  one  considers  that  700  applicants  have 
been  housed.  As  many  as  554  new  houses  have  been  tenanted, 
the  Municipality  being  now  the  owners  of  2,816  houses. 
During  the  year,  a  number  of  families  who  were  living  in  con¬ 
demned  property,  have  been  satisfactorily  re-lioused,  either  on 
the  Estates,  or  by  way  of  exchange. 

Despite  this,  the  Housing  Register  lias  increased,  and  the 
Committee  decided  to  close  it  temporarily  and  so  enable  the 
large  number  of  outstanding  cases  to  be  dealt  with. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  housing  situation  is  show¬ 
ing  signs  of  becoming  easier  in  the  town,  viz  :  — 

(a)  A  considerable  number  of  applicants  frequently  find 
satisfactory  accommodation  other  than  in  Council 
Houses. 

(b)  Municipal  Tenants  are  continually  giving  notice  to 
quit  and  obtaining  houses  under  private  ownership. 

(c)  Many  tenants  are  purchasing  houses. 
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In  spite  of  these  signs  I  do  not  suggest  that  our 
difficulties  have  been  overcome,  as  the  class  of  applicant  now 
left  on  the  register,  is  the  one  most  difficult  to  assist.  There 
is  the  family  who  can  only  afford  a  very  low  rent  and  must 
necessarily  remain  near  their  work,  and  the  casual  labourer 
who  cannot  truthfully  be  said  to  be  in  a  position  to  afford  a 
whole  house. 

To  solve  this  problem,  the  erection  of  a  simpler  type  of 
house  nearer  the  town  is  necessary. 

The  housing  of  elderly  couples,  old  age  pensioners, 
widows,  widowers  and  spinsters,  needs  consideration,  and  a 
few  two-roomed  maisonettes  would  provide  suitable  accommo¬ 
dation  for  such  cases.  The  cheaper  type  of  house  on  our  Friar 
Park  Estate,  let  at  an  inclusive  rent  of  8/9  and  7 / 9  weekly,  is 
much  sought  after,  and  there  is  a  long  waiting  list. 

Shopping  facilities,  and  buildings  for  social  functions,  are 
still  much  to  be  desired  on  the  outlying  Estates. 

The  first  Annual  Garden  Competition,  Concert  and  Prize 
Distribution  which  was  held  last  year,  proved  a  great  success, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  encourage  the  tenants  to  create  a 
healthy  and  corporate  life  on  the  Estates,  and  that  the  Estates 
will  improve  in  appearance  year  by  year. 


Slum  Improvement  Seheme. 

It  is  interesting  and  encouraging  to  note  that  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  where  tenants  from  Slum  Improvement 
Areas  are  moved  into  Council  Houses,  the  improvement  in  the 
standard  of  cleanliness  and  behaviour  exceeds  anything  that 
may  be  expected. 


Difficult  ies  Experienced  in  the  Administration  of  Housing . 

Local  Authorities  have  a  difficult  problem  to  face  in  the 
housing  of  unsatisfactory  tenants,  dispossessed  of  their  homes 
in  Slum  Clearance  Areas,  and  in  accommodating  families  from 
houses  to  be  demolished.  In  addition  there  are  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  and  the  unsatisfactory  tenant  who  is  not  wanted  by 
private  landlords.  A  large  proportion  of  these  tenants  would 
no  doubt  make  good  in  their  new  surroundings,  but  there  is  a 
proportion  of  perhaps  10%  who  have  not  the  ability  to  raise 
themselves  above  their  slum  habits. 

The  influence  of  such  unsatisfactory  tenants  is  out  of 
proportion  to  their  number.  They  not  only  allow  their  own 
houses  to  become  dirty  and  verminous,  but  their  neighbours 
have  to  suffer.  They  are  apt  to  cause  rowdyism  on  the 
Estates,  and  to  provoke  dissension  generally  amongst  the 
neighbours.  As  a  result,  an  Estate  may  get  a  bad  name  which 
it  would  take  years  to  outlive. 
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Measures  which  the  Housing  Committee  is  talcing  to 
Alleviate  these  Conditions. 

Four  experimental  bungalows  have  been  erected  within 
easy  distance  of  the  town,  and  have  been  let  at  an  inclusive 
rental  of  6/6  weekly.  It  is  hoped  to  erect  further  numbers, 
which  can  be  let  at  an  even  lower  rent. 

The  Housing  Committee  has  acquired  and  renovated  a 
large  delicensed  public  house,  which  has  been  successfully 
converted  into  two  flats  with  separate  entrances.  In  these 
flats  have  been  accommodated  two  families  of  fifteen  members 
each,  who  have  been  registered  for  a  considerable  period,  but 
for  whom  it  has  been  impossible  to  find  suitable  accommoda¬ 
tion  previously. 

Numbers  of  tenants  who  could  in  normal  circumstances 
afford  to  pay  the  rentals  of  cheaper  type  of  house,  are  handi¬ 
capped  by  the  necessity  for  paying  weekly  instalments  on  hire 
purchase  furniture,  and  with  a  view  to  showing  a  method  of 
avoiding  this  difficulty,  the  Housing  Committee  arranged  to 
borrow  from  the  Birmingham  Copee  House  Improvement 
Society,  a  roomful  of  amateur  furniture,  made  entirely  from 
packing  cases. 

By  this  method,  a  room  can  be  entirely  and  satisfactorily 
furnished  for  the  sum  of  25/-,  and  an  exhibition  of  this  furni¬ 
ture  was  held  in  a  newly  completed  house. 


V. — INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

As  customary ,  the  work  done  in  this  connection  during  the 
year  is  given  in  full  in  the  reports  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  the  Borough  Analyst. 


VI.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

ACUTE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Appendix  8  on  page  64  shows  the  number  of  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  notified  throughout  the  year,  giving  the 
age  periods,  distribution  of  the  cases  over  the  various  Wards 
of  the  Borough,  number  of  cases  in  each  quarter  of  the  year, 
admissions  to  Isolation  Hospital  and  number  of  deaths. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified 
during  the  year  was  801 ;  this  shows  an  increase  of  42 
compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  increase  is  mainly 
due  to  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  which  show  increases  of 
64  and  48  respectively. 


21 


With  the  exception  of  an  increase  in  the  incidence  of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Pneumonia  during  the  first  quarter,  there 
was  nothing  approaching  an  epidemic  at  any  time  during  the 
year. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1931. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

234 

209 

— 

Diphtheria 

52 

51 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 
Paratyphoid) 

2 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

— 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

11 

2 

6 

Pneumonia 

179 

2 

116 

Meningitis 

2 

2 

1 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

82 

3 

— 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum  ... 

2 

1 

— 

Measles  (up  to  5  years  of  age) 

171 

— 

13 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

11 

2 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . . . 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping  Clough  (up  to  5 
years  of  age)  ... 

48 

3 

German  Measles  (up  to  5 
years  of  age) 

1 

— 

— 

800 

275 

144 

The  following  table  gives  the  notification  rates  per  1,000 
of  the  population  for  the  principal  Infectious  Diseases  for  1930 
and  1931  as  compared  with  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales. 


1931. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Puerperal 
Fever.  Pyrexia. 

Erysipelas, 

WEST  BROMWICH 

2.84 

0.63 

0.02 

0.03 

0.13 

0.99 

England  and  Wales  ... 

2.05 

1.27 

0.06 

0.06 

0.14 

0.38 

1930. 

WEST  BROMWICH 

3.60 

0.73 

0.06 

0.07 

0.07 

0.83 

England  and  Wales  ... 

2.76 

1.84 

0.07 

0.06 

0.14 

0.45 

It  will  he  observed  that  although  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Erysipelas  have  been  more  prevalent  in  West  Bromwich, 
Diphtheria  fortunately  has  been  much  less  common  than  in 
England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  234  cases  notified  during  the  year,  this  com¬ 
pares  with  294  for  the  previous  year;  of  these  209  cases  were 
admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  There  were  no  deaths 
from  this  disease  in  the  Borough.  There  were  no  Hospital  or 
Home  Heturn  Cases  during  the  year. 
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Dick  Testing  and  Immunisation . 

No  work  of  this  nature  was  carried  out  during-  the  year. 
During  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  when  several  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  the  Children’s  Wards  of  the  District 
Hospital,  at  the  request  of  the  Visiting  Stall,  patients  and 
nurses  in  the  wards  concerned  were  given  immunising  doses 
of  Anti- Scarlet  Serum. 

Issue  of  Serum. 

During  the  year  110  c.c.  of  Scarlet  Fever  Serum  were 
issued  from  the  Health  Department  to  Medical  Practitioners. 

Diphtheria. 

Notifications  received  in  respect  of  this  disease  were  52, 
of  which  51  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  This 
figure  shows  a  decrease  of  9  from  the  previous  year.  No 
deaths  occurred. 

Schick  Testing  and  Immunisation. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  now  offer  to 
protect  infants  and  toddlers  against  Diphtheria  free  of  charge. 
No  children  were  immunised  under  this  arrangement  during 
the  year. 

Issue  of  Anti-toxin. 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  is  issued  from  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  to  General  Practitioners.  During  the  year  212,000  units 
were  thus  issued. 

Small  Pox. 

There  were  no  cases  during  the  year. 


Vaccination. 

Fpon  the  assumption  by  the  Borough  Council  of  the  duties 
previously  discharged  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  the 
Vaccination  Officer,  Mr.  W.  G.  Hanson,  was  not  taken  over  as 
a  transferred  Officer,  and  his  period  of  service  terminated  on 
30th  June,  1930.  Mr.  J.  Poxon  was  appointed  to  succeed  Mr. 
Hanson,  and  commenced  duties  on  the  1st  July,  1930. 

The  Public  Vaccinators  continued  in  office  and  entered 
into  new  agreements  with  the  Local  Authority  for  their 
respective  areas.  The  Public  Vaccinators’  Districts  are  :  — 

North  East — Dr.  J.  M.  Mitchell. 

South  West— Dr.  W.  P.  Penhale. 

Barr  Ward — Dr.  J.  B.  Garman. 

Hallam  House — Dr.  J.  S.  M.  Connell. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Mitchell  resigned  owing  to  pressure  of  other 
work,  the  resignation  taking  effect  on  31st  December,  1931. 
Dr.  K.  Harry  Gill  was  appointed  in  his  stead  as  from  1st 
January,  1932. 
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The  Y  accination  Officer  reports  that  1,032  exemptions 
from  vaccination  were  obtained  during*  the  year,  and  480 
persons  were  vaccinated,  mostly  by  the  Public  Vaccinators. 

There  were  no  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  performed 
during  the  year  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the 
Public  Health  (Small  Pox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 

Appendix  9,  page  05,  gives  a  summary  of  the  returns  of 
the  Vaccination  Officer. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Two  cases  of  Paratyphoid  “B  ”  occurred  in  the  Borough 
— one  Male,  aged  54,  who  received  medical  treatment  in  his 
own  home  and  recovered,  the  other  case,  a  child  of  10  years, 
died  in  the  Children’s  Hospital,  Birmingham. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. 

There  were  2  cases  notified.  Both  were  treated  in 
Hospital,  one  in  Hallam  Hospital  and  the  other  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  One  death  occurred. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

One  case,  a  child  8  years  old,  was  notified.  The  patient 
was  treated  at  Hallam  Hospital. 


Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  48  cases  under  5  years  of  age  notified  during 
the  year,  compared  with  none  in  the  previous  year. 


Measles. 

This  disease  shows  a  large  increase,  171  cases  being 
notified  during  the  year,  compared  with  107  during  the 
previous  year — resulting  in  13  deaths. 


Pneumonia. 


One  hundred  and  seventy  cases  were  notified,  which  com- 

fj  y 

pares  with  last  year’s  figure  of  182.  There  were  116  deaths. 


NGN-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Influenza  (including  Colds). 

Accurate  data  of  the  incidence  of  this  disease  for  the 
population  as  a  whole  are  not  available.  It  is  known, 
however,  that  29  persons  died  as  a  result  of  Influenza  during 
the  year.  On  page  14  of  the  School  Medical  Officer’s  Report 
for  1931  will  be  found  a  table,  compiled  from  the  weekly  sick¬ 
ness  returns  sent  in  by  the  Head  Teachers,  which  shows  the 
number  of  certified  cases  of  Influenza  amongst  school  children 
for  the  four  quarters  of  the  year. 

As  Influenza  is  not  confined  to  children,  but  generally 
attacks  the  adult  members  of  the  family  as  well,  these  figures 
can  be  taken  as  a  fair  index  of  the  extent  of  the  disease  in  the 
entire  population. 
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Amongst,  school  children  there  were  8,039  cases  in  1931 
compared  with  4,720  in  1930,  and  of  these,  4,430  cases 
occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 

A  study  of  these  figures  would  suggest  that  there  was  a 
moderately  severe  outbreak  of  the  disease  at  the  beginning  of 
1931,  which  died  down  fairly  rapidly.  On  the  whole  the 
disease  was  of  a  mild  type  and  at  no  time  assumed  severe 
epi demi c  proportion s . 

Hospital  treatment  was  reserved  for  the  more  serious  or 
necessitous  cases. 

Beyond  the  measures  detailed  in  the  School  Medical 
Officer’s  Report,  Influenza  called  for  no  special  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Other  Non-Motifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

These  are  almost  entirely  confined  to  children.  Statistics, 
available  for  school  children  only,  are  published  in  the  School 
Medical  Officer’s  Report,  for  1931  (page  14). 

Rheumatic  Fever. 

There  are  no  statistics  available  as  to  the  incidence  of 
Rheumatic  Fever  in  the  adult  population.  Supervision  and 
inspection  of  cases  of  Rheumatism  in  school  children  is  main¬ 
tained  at  a  special  Rheumatic  Clinic. 

Ho  treatment  is  undertaken  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

On  page  19  of  the  School  Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  1931, 
there  appears  an  analysis  of  the  cases  on  the  Rheumatic 
Register. 

It  is  distressing  to  note  that  over  a  third  of  these  cases 
show  some  degree  of  Heart  Disease. 

Cancer. 

Ho  special  investigation  into  the  incidence  of  Cancer  was 
undertaken  during  the  year. 

Laboratory. 

The  following  examinations  were  carried  out  during  the 
year  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  2,  Lodge  Road,  by  the 
Medical  Officers  of  the  Department. 


Positive. 

Negative. 

Totals. 

Throat  Swabs  ... 

2G5 

1,028 

1,293 

Sputum  Examinations 

G7 

325 

392 

Wassermann  Tests 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Examinations  . . . 

— 

— 

13 

Total  Examinations  made 

334 

1,354 

1,701 
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Disinfection. 

Rooms  and  houses  are  disinfected  free  of  charge  after  all 
cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  Tuberculosis  and  Cancer  deaths. 
During  the  year,  409  disinfections  were  carried  out. 

Clothing,  beds  and  bedding  are  disinfected  by  steam  in 
“  Equifex  ”  disinfectors,  of  which  there  are  three — one  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  one  at  the  Small  Pox  Hospital,  and  one  at 
the  Disinfecting  Station,  Lombard  Street  West. 

Arrangements  for  the  Cleansing  and  Disinfection  of  Verminous  Persons 
and  Clothing. 

As  a  result  of  the  decision  of  the  Housing  Committee  that 
every  person  before  being  admitted  to  a  Corporation  House 
must  have  all  bedding  disinfected,  a  large  amount  of  disin¬ 
fection  has  been  carried  out  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Disinfecting  Station  in  Lombard  Street  West  has 
been  closed  since  1921,  but  towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  was 
decided  that  this  should  be  re-opened.  It  is  equipped  with  an 
“  Equifex  ”  disinfector,  and  two  baths.  Certain  difficulties 
have  arisen  in  obtaining  an  adequate  hot  water  supply,  but  it 
is  hoped  to  have  the  Station  in  working  order  at  an  early  date. 

HOSPITALS  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Heath  Lane,  West  Bromwich. 

This  Hospital  has  accommodation  for  approximately  51 
patients,  consisting  of  39  beds  and  12  cots.  The  Tuberculosis 
Pavilion  is  situated  in  the  same  grounds.  The  staff  is 
common  to  both  places. 

Nursing  Staff. 

This  consists  of:  Miss  A.  Davis,  Matron;  3  Sisters;  1 
Night  Charge  Nurse;  2  Fever  Trained  Nurses;  9  Probationers. 

There  is  an  arrangement  whereby  cases  of  infectious 
disease  are  admitted  to  this  Hospital  from  Tipton  and 
Wednesbury. 

Although  on  the  whole,  the  type  of  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria  was  very  mild,  it  is  extremely  gratifying  to  note 
that  no  death  occurred  in  this  Hospital  during  the  year,  which 
reflects  the  greatest  credit  on  the  Medical  and  Nursing  Staff. 

Small  Pox  Hospital,  Friar  Park. 

This  Hospital,  which  has  accommodation  for  ten  patients, 
was  opened  from  5th  January  to  21st  February  for  the  reception 
of  convalescent  Scarlet  Fever  patients.  The  necessary  staff 
was  transferred  from  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


26 


The  following*  tables  give  a  summary  of  the  cases  dealt 
with  at  the  Infectious  Diseases  and  Small  Pox  Hospitals  during 
the  year :  — 


Number  of  Patients 

on  31st  December,  1930. 

Scarlet 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Paratyphoid  “B” 

Other 

cases. 

West  Bromwich  ... 

36 

6  1 

— 

Tipton 

— 

1  — 

— 

Wednesbury 

4 

—  — 

— 

Walsall  . 

— 

1  — 

— 

Smethwick 

1 

2  — 

— 

Total 

41 

10  1 

— 

Total. 

43 

1 

4 

1 

3 

52 


Admissions. 


West  Bromwich 
Wednesbury 
Tipton 
Walsall 

W  olverhampton 
Smethwick 
Darlaston 
Oldbury 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Paratyphoid  “B” 

Other 

cases. 

Total. 

208 

49 

— 

25 

282 

9 

2 

— 

— 

11 

6 

20 

— 

— 

26 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Total  225  77 


25  327 


Cases  discharged 
Cases  died  ... 


367 

Nil 


Number  of  Patients  on  31st  December,  1931. 


West  Bromwich 
Oldbury 

Wednesbury  ... 


Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Other  Cases. 

7  2  — 

2  —  — 

1  —  — 


Total  10  2 


Total. 

9 

2 

1 

12 


Operations  Performed. 

Tonsillectomy 

Mastoid 


1 

1 


Total  ...  ...  2 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  Authority  has  an  agreement  with  the  City  of 
Birmingham  Corporation  for  the  treatment  of  West  Bromwich 
cases  at  the  Clinic  in  Birmingham.  A  few  cases  are  also 
treated  at  the  Guest  Hospital,  Dudley. 
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Local  cases 

treated  during  the 

year  were 

as  follows 

• 

4 

Birmingham.  Dudley. 

Hull. 

Total. 

Syphilis  ... 

.  17 

2 

— 

19 

Soft  Chancre  ... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Gonorrhoea 

A  13 

4 

1 

18 

Conditions  other 

than  Venereal  23 

3 

— 

26 

Total  New  Cases 

.  53 

9 

2 

64 

Total  Attendances 

Out-patients  2,032 

336 

38 

2,406 

In-patient  days 

.  57 

— 

— 

57 

VII.— TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  new  cases 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Department  during  the  year 
and  also  the  number  of  deaths.  Age  period  groupings  are 
provided  and  the  figures  for  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary 
classes  are  given  separately. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality. 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases* 

Total 

Deaths 

Totals 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulm’y. 

Pulmonary 

Non-1 

fidm’y- 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1931 

1930 

0—1 

1 

1—5 

2 

2 

6 

1 

11 

... 

2 

1 

3 

r t 

i 

5-10 

14 

7 

9 

7 

37 

1 

1 

4 

10-15 

5 

1 

6 

4 

16 

1 

... 

1 

2 

... 

15-20 

10 

5 

1 

2 

18 

2 

... 

... 

2 

2 

20  -  25 

6 

8 

... 

14 

4 

7 

11 

7 

25  —  35 

16 

12 

1 

29 

4 

5 

... 

9 

8 

35-45 

8 

7 

1 

1 

17 

8 

3 

1 

12 

15 

45—55 

12 

2 

... 

14 

14 

4 

... 

18 

15 

55-65 

3 

o 

5 

3 

.  # 

... 

3 

5 

65  and  up 

3 

2 

1 

6 

3 

2 

... 

5 

4 

*1931 

79 

48 

24 

16 

167 

39 

21 

3 

3 

66 

... 

1930 

69 

44 

18 

14 

145 

44 

13 

5 

6 

... 

68 

*Primary  notifications  and  other  new  eases  coming  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


An  examination  of  this  table  appears  to  reveal  a  decided 
increase  in  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis,  but  the  increase  is 
apparent  rather  than  real,  due  largely  to  the  ever 
increasing  zeal  with  which  members  of  the  School  Medical 
Department  seek  for  early  clinical  evidence  of  the  disease  in 
children  and  adolescents. 

It  will  be  noted  also  that  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  shows  an  increase  of  3  over  the 
previous  year,  while  deaths  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
show  a  fall  of  5. 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  following*  table — which  gives  the 
deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  and  the  death  rate  per 
1,000  of  the  population  for  England  and  Wales  and  for  West 
Bromwich  since  1927 — that  the  death  rate  for  1931  shows  a 
slight  but  satisfactory  fall. 


Year 

England  and  Wales 

West  Bromwich 

Deaths 

Death-rate 

Deaths 

Death-rate 

1927 

38,173 

0*97 

54 

0  66 

1928 

36,639 

0*93 

69 

0  '84 

1929 

37,863 

0*96 

71 

0  87 

1930 

35,567 

0*90 

68 

0*84 

1931 

0*89 

66 

0*80 

The  parts  played  in  the  causation  of  mortality  by 
Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  respectively  are 
reflected  in  the  next  table.  Although  the  Pulmonary  death 
rate  remains  at  a  level  close  to  that  of  the  previous  year, 
the  Aon-Pulmonary  death  rate  shows  a  considerable  drop. 


Death-rate 

per  1,000  of  the  population 

Year 

west  nromwicn  ueatus 

We 

st  Bromwich 

England  and  Wales 

Non- 

Non- 

Non. 

Pul¬ 

monary 

Pul¬ 

monary 

Total 

Pul¬ 

monary 

Pul¬ 

monary 

Total 

Pul¬ 

monary 

Pul¬ 

monary 

Total 

1931 

60 

6 

66 

0  73 

0  07 

0  80 

0*74 

015 

0*89 

1930 

57 

11 

68 

0*70 

0-13 

0  84 

0*74 

0*16 

0*90 

1929 

56 

15 

71 

0*69 

0*19 

0*87 

0*97 

017 

0*96 

1928 

61 

8 

69 

0*75 

0  09 

0*84 

0*75 

0*17 

0-93 

1927 

46 

8 

54 

1 

0  56 

0  09 

0*66 

0*79 

0*18 

0  97 

The  occupations  of  persons  who  died  during  the  year  as  a 
result  of  Tuberculosis  are  set  out  herewith.  It  will  be 
observed  that  no  occupation  has  been  particularly  affected. 


Occupations. 

Housewives 
Labourers 
Ironworkers 
Fitters  ... 

School  Children 
Coal  Miners 
Glass  Workers  ... 
Spring  Makers 
Iron  Puddlers  . . . 
Hawker  ... 

Tram  Driver 
Bill  Poster 
Sailor 

Factory  Worker 
Case  Hardener 
Spindle  Machinist 


ol  Deaths. 

Occupations.  No.  of  Deaths. 

..  14 

Press  Worker  ... 

1 

..  8 

Engineer 

1 

..  5 

Insurance  Agent 

1 

..  2 

Carpenter  and  Joiner 

1 

..  2 

Carter 

1 

..  2 

Tailoress 

1 

..  2 

Gardener 

1 

..  2 

Decorator  and  Paperhanger  . . . 

1 

..  2 

Soldier  ... 

1 

..  1 

Axle  Grinder  ... 

1 

..  1 

Card  Presser  ... 

1 

..  1 

Printer  ... 

1 

1 

W  arehouseman 

1 

..  1 

Pattern  Maker 

1 

..  1 

..  1 

No  occupation  ... 

6 

29 


The  numbers  of  notifications  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  each  year  since  1927  are  as  follows  :  — 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Total. 

1927  ... 

74 

45 

119 

1928  ... 

86 

41 

127 

1929  ... 

72 

60 

132 

1930  ... 

101 

28 

129 

1931  ... 

113 

35 

148 

Of  these  primary  notifications,  the  School  Medical  Officers 
are  responsible  for  the  following1 :  — 


1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 


15 

19 

30 

10 

29 


Delay  in  Notification. 

In  respect  to  this  matter  a  steady,  if  slow  improvement,  is 
to  be  recorded.  In  a  large  number  of  cases  Public  Medical 
Treatment  is  sought  when  the  disease  is  in  a  moderately 
advanced  or  markedly  advanced  stage.  Delay  in  notification 
is  commonly  a  cause  of  this  unfortunate  state  of  affairs.  Early 
recognition  in  many  cases  of  Tuberculosis  is  admittedly  not 
easy,  and  although  the  large  number  of  patients  referred  to  the 
Dispensary  by  their  private  medical  practitioners  is  a  proof  of 
its  popularity  as  a  centre  of  diagnosis,  yet  the  degree  of  co¬ 
operation  exhibited  by  a  certain  few  practitioners  is  lukewarm. 

Only  too  often,  however,  the  patient  has  failed  to  consult 
a  medical  practitioner  at  an  early  stage  of  the  disease.  The 
reasons  for  this  are  many,  some  of  the  most  important  being 
the  following  :  — 

(1)  Gradual  onset  of  illness  which  passes  unnoticed. 

(2)  Mistaken  idea  that  the  illness  will  disappear  without 
medical  attention. 

(3)  Fear  of  being  sent  to  a  Sanatorium  if  Tuberculosis  is 
diagnosed. 

(4)  Necessity  for  continuance  at  work  for  financial 
reasons. 
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Whatever  the  cause  of  delay  of  notification,  it  invariably 
results  in  Sanatorium  treatment  and  precaution  against 
spread  only  becoming  possible  when  cure  of  the  patient  is 
difficult,  and  when  the  close  associates  or  members  of  the 
family  have  already  been  exposed  to  infection  for  some  con¬ 
siderable  time. 

As  a  comment  on  the  frequent  delay  in  notifying  the 
following*  table  is  instructive. 


Year 

Deaths  from 
Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 

Never  notified 
or  not  till 
after  death 

Notified  within 
three  months 
of  death 

Total  not  noti¬ 
fied  till  disease 
far  advanced 

1927 

46 

10 

15 

25 

1928 

61 

6 

16 

22 

1929 

56 

4 

16 

20 

1930 

57 

5 

21 

26 

1931 

60 

2 

16 

18 

Work  of  the  Dispensary. 

The  Dispensary  continues  to  play  its  all  important  part 
as  an  “  Educative  Centre  ”  and  as  a  i(  Clearing*  Station.” 
Related  on  the  one  hand  to  the  homes  of  the  patients,  it  is 
closely  associated  on  the  other  with  the  institutions  for  treat¬ 
ment. 


Sessions  are  held  as  follows  :  — 

Tuesdays  :  10  a. m.  to  12  noon. 

Wednesdays  :  5-30  p.m.  to  7-30  p.m. 

Saturdays  :  10  a.m.  to  12  noon  (School  children). 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Dispensary  and  Notification 
Registers  during*  recent  years  have  been. 


Year 

New 

cases 

notified 

Number  on 
Notifica¬ 
tion 

Register 
31st  Dec. 

Number  on 
Dispensary 
Register 
31st  Dec. 

Total  Attendances  at 
Dispensary 

Total  home 
vi.iits  by 
Health 
Visitors 

Exami¬ 

nations 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Total 

1931 

148 

477 

339 

655 

2,153 

2,808 

1,512 

1930 

129 

432 

294 

663 

2,043 

2,706 

1,424 

1929 

132 

403 

274 

579 

2,076 

2,655 

1,319 

1928 

127 

357 

238 

606 

2,187 

2,793 

1,136 

1927 

119 

329 

256 

557 

2,011 

2,568 

746 

Occupations  of  New  Cases  Accepted  for  Treatment  and  Observation. 


Occupations. 

No.  accepted. 

School  Children 

...  42 

Housewives 

...  13 

Spring  Makers  ... 

...  5 

Labourers 

...  4 

Iron  Moulders  ... 

...  3 

Domestic  Servants 

...  3 

Tube  Workers  ... 

...  2 

Blacksmiths 

...  2 

Motor  Mechanics 

...  2 

Clerks 

...  2 

Type  Mechanic 

...  1 

Soldier  ... 

...  1 

Wood  Machinist 

...  1 

Barman 

...  1 

Fitter 

...  1 

Machinist 

...  1 

Viewer  ... 

...  1 

Bobber  ... 

...  1 

Sailor  (R.N.)  . 

...  1 

Grinder  ... 

...  1 

Safe-maker 

...  1 

Occupations.  No.  accepted. 

Bolt-screwer  ...  ...  ...  1 

Confectioner  ...  ...  ...  1 

Polisher  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Engineers’  Turner  ...  ...  1 

Mine  Worker  ...  ...  ...  1 

Factory  Worker  ...  ...  1 

Sheet  Metal  Worker  ...  ...  1 

Gardener  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cinema  Operator  ...  ...  1 

Cinema  Attendant  ...  ...  1 

Shop  Assistant  ...  ...  1 

Tailoress  ...  ...  ...  1 

Companion  Help  ...  ...  1 

Packer  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Warehouseman  ...  ...  1 

Sheet  Mill  Roller  ...  ...  1 

Frazer  at  Emery  Wheel  ...  1 

Horse  Driver  ...  ...  ...  1 

Iron  Worker  ...  ...  ...  1 

Salesman  ...  ...  ...  1 

No  occupation  ...  ...  ...  8 


During1  1931  the  number  of  new  cases  examined  was  175, 
8  of  these  having  been  transferred  from  other  areas,  while  2  of 
them  were  old  cases  returned  to  Public  Medical  Treatment. 
With  regard  to  new  “  contacts,”  89  were  examined,  1  of  these 
having  been  transferred  from  another  area. 

It  will  be  seen  from  a  preceding  table  that  655  full 
examinations  were  carried  out  by  the  Clinical  Tuberculosis 
Officer  in  addition  to  2,153  inspections,  giving  a  grand  total  of 
2,808.  This  figure  is  highly  satisfactory,  especially  in 
view  of  the  change  in  the  Medical  personnel  during  the  year. 
The  Tuberculosis  Officer  saw  11  cases  in  their  own  homes  in 
consultation  with  Medical  Practitioners. 

Sputum  Examinations. 

The  following  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the 
Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer  during  the  year. 


Specimens  received  from 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

General  Practitioners 

25 

140 

165 

Dispensary 

20 

161 

181 

School  Clinic 

— 

1 

1 

Borough  Sanatorium 

22 

23 

45 

67 

325 

392 

This  total  of  392  is  an  increase  of  31  over  that  of  1930. 

X-Ray  Examinations. 

Eighty-four  patients  underwent  X-Ray  examinations 
during  1931  compared  with  53  in  the  previous  year.  The 
efficiency  of  the  Department  is  enhanced  by  the  increasing  use 
which  is  being  made  of  the  up-to-date  X-Ray  Department  of 
Hallam  Hospital,  and  the  services  of  Dr.  Dyas,  Radiologist  to 
Hallam  Hospital  are  deeply  appreciated. 
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Provision  of  Medicine,  etc. 

Allowances  of  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  etc.,  are  provided  to 
Tuberculous  patients  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  laid 
down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Insured  patients  are 
referred  to  their  own  private  practitioners  for  medicine,  etc., 
others  are  helped  whenever  necessary  at  the  Dispensary. 

Classification  of  Cases  Accepted  for  Treatment  According  to  Age, 
Sex  and  type  of  Disease. 


Age 

0—5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-55 

55—65 

Totals 

Period 

1931 

1930 

Pul¬ 

monary 

M  ales 

1 

12 

4 

7 

1 

12 

7 

5 

2 

51 

42 

Females 

2 

8 

1 

6 

4 

8 

5 

1 

3 

38 

34 

Non- 
P  DE¬ 
MON  ARY 

M  ales 

2 

7 

2 

1 

1 

13 

7 

Females 

... 

4 

3 

1 

... 

... 

... 

8 

7 

1931 

5 

31 

10 

15 

5 

21 

12 

6 

5 

110 

... 

1930 

4 

7 

4 

9 

14 

23 

14 

12 

3 

... 

90 

Contacts  and  Observation  Cases  Arranged  According  to  Sex  and  Age 
Groups  . 


Age 

Periods 

0—5 

5-10 

10-15 

15—20 

20-25 

25—35 

,  _ 

55-65 

Totals 

OO  —  4-0  10  — OO 

1931 

1930 

Obser¬ 

vation 

Males 

2 

1 

2 

1 

6 

3 

Females 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

3 

Contacts 

Males 

12 

16 

10 

8 

4 

2 

1 

53 

55 

Females 

8 

14 

2 

2 

2 

3 

5 

... 

36 

45 

The  examination  of  contacts  of  infected  cases  is  one  of  the 
main  objects  of  the  Dispensary  System.  The  following  con¬ 
tacts  have  been  examined  at  the  Dispensary  since  1927. 


1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 


57 

70 

60 

100 

89 


Supervision  of  Home  Conditions. 

The  Health  Visitors  paid  1,512  visits  (182  first  visits, 
1,330  re-visits)  to  the  homes  of  Tuberculous  patients  compared 
with  1,424  the  previous  year.  A  report  is  presented  to  the 
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Tuberculosis  Sister  after  each  of  these  visits,  and  she  brings 
to  the  notice  of  the  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer  any  case 
which  warrants  special  investigation.  During  the  year  38 
visits  were  made  to  patients’  homes  by  the  Clinical  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officer. 

Although  the  Tuberculosis  Committee  provides  assistance, 
in  selected  cases,  in  order  that  proper  housing  accommodation 
may  be  found,  yet  the  housing  problem  continues  to  be  one  of 
the  chief  obstacles  in  the  way  of  a  successful  Anti-Tuberculosis 
campaign.  One  cannot  overstress  this  fact — the  danger  from  a 
consumptive  is  directly  proportionate  to  his  proximity  to  his 
fellow  creatures. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  sleeping 
accommodation  at  the  time  of  notification  of  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  notified  during  1931. 


No.  who  occupied  a  separate  bedroom  ...  ...  ...  39 

No.  who  occupied  a  separate  bed  in  a  room  occupied  by — 

One  other  person  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Two  other  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Three  other  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Four  other  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Five  other  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  who  occupied  a  bed  in  common  with — 

One  other  person  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Two  other  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Three  other  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


176 


Number  of  rooms  in  houses  visited  (excluding  scullery 


or  shop) — 

One  room  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Two  rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Three  rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Four  rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Five  rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Six  rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Over  six  rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


176 


6  cases  were  notified  from  Asylums,  etc.,  and  it  was  impossible  to 
get  particulars  re  sleeping  arrangements,  etc. 


Issue  of  Shelters. 

No  shelters  have  been  lent  to  patients  during  1931.  It 
was  again  found  that  it  is  difficult  to  find,  during  the  summer 
months  of  the  year,  a  suitable  patient  who  has  available  a 
convenient  and  proper  site.  Three  shelters  are  erected  in  the 
grounds  of  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Heath  Lane,  for  the  use,  on 
occasion,  of  the  patients  occupying  beds  in  the  Tuberculosis 
Pavilion. 
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Home  Nursing. 

The  arrangements  made  with  the  District  Nursing- 
Association  for  the  home  nursing  of  necessitous  cases  have 
again  proved  very  useful :  152  visits  for  home  nursing  were 
paid  during  1931. 

Co-Ordination. 

There  is  complete  co-ordination  between  the  School 
Medical,  the  Maternity  and  Child  W elfare  Services  and 
the  Dispensary.  Saturday  morning  session  is  devoted 
entirely  to  the  examination  of  children. 

Deports  of  children  found  to  be  suffering  from  Tuber¬ 
culosis  are  furnished  weekly  to  the  appropriate  departments. 

Contacts  amongst  school  children  are  kept  continuously 
under  supervision  at  the  School  Clinic,  and  are  referred  to  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  should  any  suspicious  symptoms  arise. 

Institutional  Treatment. 

Borough  Sanatorium ,  Heath  Lane. 

The  Tuberculosis  Pavilion  in  the  grounds  of  the  Borough 
Isolation  Hospital,  Heath  Lane,  has  played  an  important  role 
in  the  Anti-Tuberculosis  Scheme  during  the  first  year  of  its 
existence.  Erected  mainly  to  accommodate  advanced  and 
highly  infectious  cases,  it  is  proving  of  great  value  in  this 
direction,  and  its  popularity  amongst  this  class  of  case  grows 
steadily.  Appreciation  is  slow,  however,  in  certain  types  of 
patients.  Time  and  the  persistent  educative  work  of  the 
Anti-Tuberculosis  Staff  should  remedy  this.  Pro¬ 
longed  stay  in  the  Pavilion  is  essential,  being  even  more 
necessary  in  some  respects  than  with  the  early  or  moderately 
advanced  case. 

The  number  of  beds  available  is  24,  for  13  male  and  11 
female  patients. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Pavilion  during 
1931  was  91,  while  72  were  discharged  during  the  year  and  11 
died.  There  were  19  patients  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Romsley  Hill  Sanatorium. 

The  West  Bromwich  Authority  retain  12  beds,  G  for  male 
patients  and  6  for  females  at  this  Sanatorium — which  is  more 
suitable  for  the  early  case.  With  regard  to  the  earlier  type  of 
case,  modern  working  conditions  have  in  general,  so  much 
improved,  that  few  cases  fail  to  attain  a  stage  of  quiescence 
with  ability  to  endure  an  8  hours  working  day,  provided  the 
lessons  of  the  Sanatorium  are  practised,  with  strict  attention 
to  details.  In  order  to  gain  adequate  benefit  in  all  directions, 
a  period  of  3  months  in  a  Sanatorium  is,  however,  of  little  use. 
The  number  of  beds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Authority  is  now 


such,  that  a  stay  of  6,  9  or  even  12  months  becomes  possible. 
Such  a  stay  is  essential  if  full  benefit  is  to  be  secured  and  a 
patient’s  working  capacity,  without  fear  of  relapse,  is  to  be 
acquired. 

The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  patients  who 
received  residential  treatment  during  the  year  and  particulars 
of  the  admissions  and  discharges. 


M. 

F. 

C. 

Totals 

In  Sanatorium  1st  Jan.,  1  31 

15 

5 

2 

22 

Sent  during  1931  — 

Pulmonary 

52 

34 

21 

107 

Non- Pulmonary  ... 

... 

•  •  « 

5 

5 

Observation 

3 

4 

2 

9 

Discharged  during  1931  — 

Pulmonary 

44 

27 

14 

85 

Non-Pulmonary  ... 

... 

•  t  • 

6 

6 

Observation 

4 

4 

2 

10 

Died  in  Sanatorium — 

Pulmonary 

9 

4 

•  •  • 

13 

Non-Pulmonary 

•  •  • 

»  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  « 

In  Sanatorium  31st  Dec.,  1931 

13 

8 

.  8 

29 

Average  duration  of  stay  in  Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  77  days 


Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

Arrangements  exist  with  the  Itoyal  Cripples’  Hospital, 
Birmingham,  for  the  treatment  of  patients  so  as  to  reduce  the 
incidence  of  crippling  deformities.  No  beds  are  retained  by 
the  Authority,  but  are  taken  as  necessity  arises.  Part  or 
whole  of  the  cost  of  treatment,  according  to  the  individual 
circumstances,  is  paid  by  the  Authority. 

It  will  be  a  marked  advance  when  the  Authority  resolves 
to  have  its  own  Orthopaedic  Clinic  and  an  independent 
Orthopaedic  Scheme.  This  should  be  done  as  soon  as  financial 
circumstances  allow. 

Light  Treatment. 

There  were  1,213  attendances  for  Ultra-Violet  Light 
Treatment  by  patients  suffering  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis.  The  great  value  of  this  form  of  treatment  may  be 
realised  by  consulting  the  separate  report  on  the  Ultra-Violet 
Light  Clinic,  where  improvement  of  greater  or  less  degree  is 
noted  in  almost  every  case. 

Dental  Treatment. 

The  arrangement  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  the  Dental  Treatment  of  necessitous  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
at  Hallam  Hospital  is  still  in  force.  No  cases  received 
dental  treatment  at  Hallam  Hospital  during  the  year. 
The  National  Health  Insurance  Scheme  is  found  to  cover  most 
of  the  adult  patients  who  require  such  treatment. 
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The  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  of  1925. 

No  notices  were  served  under  Article  5,  which  empowers 
the  Authority  to  prohibit  an  infectious  case  of  Tuberculosis 
from  engaging  in  the  milk  trade. 

After  Care. 

There  are  no  local  arrangements. 

Further  particulars  with  regard  to  Tuberculosis  will  be 
found  in  Appendix  10,  pages  66  to  73. 


VIII.— MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

This  very  important  branch  of  Public  Health  work  has 
continued  on  particularly  satisfactory  lines  throughout  the 
year. 

It  is  regrettable,  however,  to  have  to  record  an  increase 
in  the  Infant  Mortality  rate  from  66  in  1930  to  86  for  the  year 
under  review.  Moreover,  in  spite  of  the  extensive  facilities 
offered  for  the  care  of  expectant  mothers,  8  women,  only  4  of 
whom  had  sought  ante-natal  advice,  lost  their  lives  as  a  result 
of  child-birth,  compared  with  4  in  the  previous  year.  In  this 
connection  it  is  significant  to  note  the  important  part  played 
in  this  work  by  the  Maternity  Block  of  26  beds  at  Hallam 
Hospital,  where  231  confinements  took  place  compared  with 
167  during  1930. 

The  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics,  the  latter  of 
which  was  opened  in  September,  1931,  conducted  by  Mr. 
Connell,  the  Visiting  Gynaecologist  at  Hallam  Hospital,  have 
continued  to  increase  in  popularity  throughout  the  year  and 
now  form  an  invaluable  and  integral  part  of  the  Maternity 
Scheme.  Details  of  this  work  are  given  in  the  section  of  the 
Report  devoted  to  Hallam  Hospital. 

The  attendances  at  the  Centres  show  a  general  increase, 
and  are  particularly  gratifying  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that 
the  Local  Authority  has  no  legal  power  to  compel  attendance 
at  these  Clinics.  The  additional  Clinic,  which  was  opened  at 
Cliarlemont  in  May,  1931,  has  proved  a  great  convenience  to 
mothers  in  the  Friar  Park  and  Cliarlemont  areas. 

Owing  to  the  state  of  financial  stringency  no  progress  has 
been  made  with  the  provision  of  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic  or 
special  accommodation  for  toddlers  at  the  Centres  to  both  of 
which  projects  attention  was  drawn  in  last  year’s  Report. 

A  perusal  of  the  following  section  will,  I  hope,  provide 
convincing  evidence  of  the  amount  of  careful  and  painstaking 
work  which  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Medical  and  Nursing 


Professions  and  also  by  Voluntary  Workers  on  behalf  of  the 
Welfare  of  the  Mothers,  Infants  and  Young*  Children  of  the 
Borough. 


Summary  of  Attendances  at  Centres. 


CENTRES 

Charle- 

niont 

Greets 

Green 

Boulton 

Road 

Hill 

Top 

Higli- 

fields 

Ham- 

stead 

Totals 

Infant  Welfare 

Clinics — 

Infants  under  I  year — 

First  Attendances  ... 

151 

130 

243 

167 

271 

35 

997 

Re- Attendances 

714 

2,227 

2,924 

2,495 

2,640 

509 

11,509 

Total  . 

865 

2,357 

3,167 

2,662 

2,911 

544 

12,506 

Seen  by  Doctor 

206 

545 

718 

624 

835 

130 

3,058 

Children  1—5  years — 

First  Attendances  ... 

129 

44 

48 

50 

105 

60 

436 

Re- Attendances 

245 

1,007 

1,865 

889 

665 

612 

5,283 

Total  . 

374 

1,051 

1,913 

939 

770 

672 

5,719 

Seen  by  Doctor 

88 

285 

393 

283 

191 

156 

1,396 

Average  attendance 

of  children  per  session 

38 

35 

52 

37 

37 

25 

37 

Ante-Natal  Clinics— 
Ante-Natal  Cases  — 

First  Attendances  ... 

30 

18 

9 

85 

170 

16 

328 

Re- Attendances 

40 

12 

22 

185 

322 

29 

610 

Total 

70 

30 

31 

270 

492 

45 

938 

Post-Natal  Clinics  — 
First  Attendances  ... 

61 

200 

182 

129 

292 

55 

919 

Number  of  cases  referred  to  District  Nurses,  40. 


ANTE-NATAL  WORK. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  as  follows  :  — 


Highfields 
Hill  Top 
Boulton  Road 
Greets  Green 
Hamstead 
Charlemont 


Every  Friday,  9-30 — 11-30  a.m. 

First  and  third  Thursday,  2-15 — 5  p.m. 
First  and  third  Mondays,  2-15 — 4  p.m. 
Every  Wednesday,  2-15 — 5  p.m. 

Every  other  Friday,  2 — 4  p.m. 

Every  Friday,  9-3(1 — 10-30  a.m. 


An  additional  Centre  was  opened  in  May,  1931,  at  the 
Charlemont  Wesleyan  Chapel. 


A  Medical  Officer  is  in  attendance  at  all  Ante-Natal 
Clinics. 
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Attendances  at  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 


1928  ... 

New  Cases. 

80 

Attendances. 

309 

1929  ... 

.  .  . 

261 

557 

1930  ... 

•  •  • 

362 

927 

1931  ... 

•  •  a 

328 

938 

It  will  bo  observed  that  although  an  additional  Clinic  has 
been  opened  during  the  year  there  is  a  slight  fall  in  the  number 
of  new  cases  compared  with  1930. 


The  Clinic  at  Boulton  Road  is  held  on  Monday  afternoon 
instead  of  Saturday  morning  as  formerly.  In  spite  of  this 
change,  many  mothers  from  this  district  continue  to  attend 
the  Highfields  Centre,  but  the  number  of  new  cases  registered 
during  the  year  at  Boulton  Road  does  show  a  slight  increase 
over  the  1930  figure. 


It  is  possible  that  the  reason  for  the  slight  diminution  in 
the  number  of  new  cases  attending  the  Ante-Natal  Centres  is  to 
be  found  in  the  fact  that  until  May  no  Ante-Natal  Clinic  was 
held  within  easy  and  inexpensive  reach  of  the  large  number  of 
mothers  transferred  from  the  south-west  part  of  the  Borough 
to  the  new  housing  estates  at  Charlemont  and  Friar  Park. 
That  this  is  so  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  the  number  of  new 
cases  attending  the  Charlemont  Centre  has  increased  monthly 
since  the  opening  of  the  Clinic,  although  the  Clinic  is  held  in 
a  building  not  designed  for  this  type  of  work. 

It  would  appear  that  the  low  figure  recorded  at  the  Greets 
Green  Centre  is  due  to  lack  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the 
midwives  in  this  area.  Although  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
this  matter  in  previous  Reports,  there  has  been  little  improve¬ 
ment  during  the  year  under  review.  It  is  pleasing  to  be  able 
to  report  that  with  the  exception  of  this  area,  there  is 
evidence  of  marked  co-operation  on  the  part  of  midwives  in  all 
other  districts  of  the  Borough. 


It  is  interesting  to  note  from  the  following  summary  that 
out  of  299  cases  examined  57  or  18-4%  presented  abnormalities 
so  serious  as  to  require  active  treatment  by  a  general 
practitioner  or  at  a  Hospital.  That  close  co-operation  con¬ 
tinues  between  Hallam  Hospital  and  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  is 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  21  cases  found  with  some 
abnormality  were  referred  to  the  Consultant  Gynaecologist. 


39 


An  Analysis  or  the  Conditions  Found  at  the  Clinics  in  299  Cases. 


Normal 

High- 

fields 

128 

Hill 

Top 

71 

Ham- 

stead 

13 

Boulton 

Road 

7 

Greets 

Green 

10 

Gharle- 
mont  Total 

7  236 

Abnormal 

28 

23 

2 

1 

2 

1 

57 

(1)  Referred  to  General 

Practitioners 

17 

17 

1 

— 

1 

— 

36 

(2)  Referred  to  Hallani  Hospital 

11 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

21 

Abnormalities — 

(1)  Albuminuria 

7 

8 

_ 

_ 

_ 

15 

(2)  Pyelitis  . ,.. 

3 

4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

7 

(3)  Bacilluria 

— 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2 

(4)  Malposition 

6 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

11 

(5)  Ante-Partum  Haemorrhage 

(6)  Uncompensated  Valvular 

3 

3 

2 

— 

— 

• — 

8 

Disease  of  Heart 

5 

2 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

8 

(7)  Vulval  Varicose  Veins 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

(8)  Burst  Abscess 

_ 

1 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

(9)  Gastro-Enteritis 

- - 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

(10)  Leucorrlioea 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Non  Pregnant 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

6 

Total  ... 

158 

95 

16 

8 

13 

9 

299 

The  following  table  shows  the  Character  of  Labour  in  293 
cases  who  attended  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  during  the  year. 


High- 

Hill 

Ham- 

Boulton 

Greets 

Charle- 

fields 

Top 

stead 

Road 

Green 

mont 

Total 

Normal 

142 

81 

12 

8 

12 

6 

261 

Instrumental 

7 

5 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

16 

Malposition 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Still  Births 

4 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Post-Partum  Haemorrhage 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

Maternal  Deaths 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Caesarian  Sections 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Total  . . . 

156 

94 

15 

8 

12 

8 

293 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  of  1,020  mothers  who  have 
attended  the  Centres  since  this  work  was  commenced  in  June, 
1928,  no  one  has  lost  her  life  in  child-birth. 


Home  Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers. 

The  arrangements  for  this  work  are  similar  to  those 
described  in  last  year’s  Report. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  made  681  visits  to  the 
homes  of  expectant  mothers,  compared  with  T61  in  the  previous 
year. 

Work  by  Midwives. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  that  with  few 
exceptions  the  midwives  are  making  more  use  of  the  Ante- 
Natal  Clinics. 
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Feeding  of  Expectant  Mothers. 

In  appropriate  cases  dried  milk,  cocoa  and  milk  are  pro¬ 
vided  at  the  Centres.  In  addition  to  this,  Grade  “  A  ”  Milk 
is  supplied  in  necessitous  cases  on  the  application  of  a  Medical 
Practitioner  to  the  Health  Department. 

During-  the  year  5  Expectant  Mothers  received  free  milk 
from  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  49  cases  were  dealt  with 
at  the  Health  Department. 

Registration  and  Inspection  of  Maternity  Homes. 

There  is  one  combined  Maternity  and  Nursing  Home 
with  accommodation  for  1  Maternity  case  and  4  other 
cases,  and  1  Maternity  Home  for  the  reception  of  1  case, 
on  the  Register. 

Inspections  of  these  homes  are  carried  out  periodically  by 
the  Senior  Health  Visitor  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


AT  BIRTH. 


Work  of  the  Midwives. 


In  accordance  with  Rule  E22  of  the  Central 

Midwives’  Board 

Medical  assistance  was  summoned  on  287  occasions. 
Form  A.  Medical  Help  :  Mother  ... 

224 

Child 

63 

Other  Notifications  received  :  — 

Form  B.  Deaths  Mother  ... 

10 

Child  . 

22 

Form  C.  Stillbirths 

41 

Form  D.  Laying  out  the  dead 

0 

Form  E.  Liable  to  be  a  source  of  infection 

2 

Form  F.  Artificial  Feeding 

8 

No.  of  visits  paid  to  Midwives  (17  cases  only) 

70 

Special  Visits 

... 

46 

Unsuccessful  Visits 

25 

141 


No.  of  Midwives  Visited  ...  ...  ...  17 


No.  working  in  Hospitals  and  Nursing  Homes 
No.  working  in  West  Bromwich  but  residing  in 
outside  districts 


Bags  equipped  :  Satisfactorily 

U  nsatisf  actor  ily 

Ante-Natal  Records  :  Satisfactory 

U  ^satisfactory 


Cleanliness 


/ 

l 


Person  : 


Home  : 


Good 

IT  nsati  sf  actory 
Good 

Unsatisfactory 


17 

O' 

17 

0 

17 

0 

17 

0 


All  Nurses  can  read  Thermometer. 


General  efficiency  good. 


8 

10 
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Maternity  Homes. 

Hallam  Hospital. 

As  stated  elsewhere  in  this  Report,  26  Maternity  beds  are 
provided  at  this  Hospital.  Some  idea  of  the  increasing* 
popularity  of  this  Maternity  Block  may  be  gained  from  the  fact 
that  231  confinements  were  carried  ont  compared  with  167 
during  the  previous  year. 

Private  Homes. 

Twenty-f'onr  confinements  took  place  in  Private  Nursing 
Homes  during  the  year. 


Maternal  Deaths. 

During  the  year  8  mothers  lost  their  lives  as  a  result  of 
child-birth,  compared  with  4  in  the  previous  year.  The 
causes  of  death  were  as  follows :  — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  4 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  4 

Immediately  they  become  known  all  Maternal  deaths  are 
investigated  by  the  Senior  Health  Visitor,  who  is  also  the 
Inspector  of  Midwives. 

As  a  result  of  these  investigations  it  was  found  that  only 
4  of  the  above  cases  had  received  ante-natal  attention. 


Stillbirths. 

During  the  year  there  were  78  Stillbirths,  an  increase  of 
10  on  the  previous  year’s  figure. 


Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia.  * 

The  Authority  possess  a  complete  scheme  for  dealing  with 
this  class  of  case  as  outlined  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1929. 


Puerperal  Fever. 

Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  2  of  these  were 
removed  to  Hospital  and  1  death  resulted. 


Pu e  rp era  l  P previa . 

Eleven  cases  were  notified,  6  of  these  were  removed  to 
Hospital  and  5  were  nursed  at  home ;  Nurses  were  supplied  by 
the  Authority  in  cases  of  necessity.  One  death  resulted. 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Eleven  cases  of  Ophthalmia  were  notified  during  the  year. 
Five  were  treated  in  Hospital. 


Notified 

CASES 

Treated 

Vision 

Un¬ 

impaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

At  Home 

In 

Hospital 

A.E.S. 

X 

X 

I.C. 

X 

X 

X 

B.P. 

X 

X 

X 

C.S. 

X 

•  •  « 

X 

K.T. 

•  •  • 

X 

... 

Cannot 

be  traced 

T.K. 

X 

•  •  • 

X 

A.N. 

X 

»  •  • 

X 

E.B. 

X 

•  •  • 

X 

R  K. 

•  •  • 

X 

•  •  • 

Right  eye 

R.H. 

X 

.  •  • 

X 

M.D. 

... 

X 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum. 

'  There  were  2  cases  notified,  1  receiving  treatment  in 
Hallam  Hospital  and  the  other  at  home. 

THE  INFANT  AND  THE  YOUNG  CHILD. 


Notification  of  Births. 


Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Total. 

M.  E. 

M.  F. 

Births  Registered 

...  843  791 

31  33 

1,698 

Notification  of  Stillbirths. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Total. 

M.  E. 

M.  E. 

* 

46  29 

9  _ 

hJ 

77 

Births  Notified  within  36  Hours. 

Live  Births. 

Still  Births. 

Doctors  ....  89 

Doctors 

6 

Late 

Parents  ...  22 

Parents 

— 

Notifications 

10 

Mid  wives  1,544 

Midwives 

72 

Total 

1,743 

Home  Visits. 

1,679  first  visits  and  7,008  subsequent  visits,  making  a 
total  of  8,687,  were  made  to  infants  under  12  months  of  age. 

18,207  visits  were  made  to  children  between  1 — 5  years. 
Thus  a  total  of  26,894  visits  were  made  by  the  Health  Visitors 
to  infants  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Group. 
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Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

An  additional  Centre  was  opened  at  the  Wesleyan  Chapel, 
Charleinont,  in  May,  1931.  When  it  is  realised  that  there  is 
now  a  population  of  over  7,000  people  in  the  Charleinont  and 
Friar  Park  Estates,  it  will  be  appreciated  that  this  Clinic  was 
urgently  required. 

As  has  been  pointed  out  in  previous  Reports  the  number 
of  attendances  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  infrequent  and 
irregular  after  the  age  of  about  2  years,  when  the  infantile 
difficulties  have  been  successfully  surmounted.  Thus  for  a 
period  from  the  age  of  2  to  5  years  little  advantage  is  taken  by 
parents  of  the  advice  and  assistance  offered  at  the  Child 
Welfare  Clinics.  Every  encouragement  is  given  to 
induce  parents  to  bring  their  young  children  to  the  Clinics,  and 
there  are  signs  of  improvement  in  this  respect. 

Voluntary  Helpers. 

Councillor  Mrs.  Smallman  and  all  the  ladies  of  the 
Voluntary  Association  have  again  rendered  valuable  assistance 
at  the  Centres  throughout  the  year.  It  is  true  to  state  that 
without  this  assistance,  so  willingly  given,  it  would  be  an 
almost  impossible  task  to  cope  with  the  volume  of  work. 

The  sewing  class  at  Boulton  Road,  which  was  commenced 
early  in  1930,  continued  throughout  the  year.  This  class  is 
held  every  Thursday  afternoon. 

Treatment  by  Artificial  Light. 

An  Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Anti- 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Lodge  Road.  Treatment  is  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  Tuberculosis  Sister,  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
Clinic. 

During  the  year  94  infants  were  treated,  and  a  total  of 
1,181  attendances  were  made. 

A  detailed  report  of  the  cases  will  be  found  on  pages  47  to 
49. 

Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

It  was  not  found  possible  to  commence  the  Special 
Orthopaedic  Clinic  during  the  year.  All  children  found  to 
require  this  form  of  treatment  were  referred  to  the  West 
Bromwich  and  District  General  Hospital  or  to  the  Royal 
Cripples’  Hospital,  Birmingham.  The  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee  accepted  financial  responsibility  in  1  case. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

Arrangements  similar  to  those  described  in  last  year’s 
Report  continued  throughout  1931,  whereby  all  infants 
attending  the  Centres  found  to  be  suffering  from  squints  have 
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had  an  opportunity  of  receiving  treatment  at  a  Special  Eye 
Clinic.  Tlie  following  summary  shows  the  work  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

Number  of  Clinics  held  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Infants  examined  ...  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  cases  in  which  Glasses  were  prescribed  13 

Glasses  are  provided  at  Contract  prices,  and  the  parents 
charged  in  accordance  with  the  family  income. 

Minor  Ailments. 

There  is  no  general  provision  for  the  treatment  of  minor 
ailments  at  Clinics,  but  minor  dressings  are  occasionally 
carried  out. 

Home  Nursing. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  make  an 
annual  grant  to  the  District  Nursing  Association  for  the 
nursing  of  cases  of  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Pneumonia  and 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  which  are  referred  to  them  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

During  the  year  108  cases  were  dealt  with  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  by  this  Association. 

Provision  of  Milk  and  Food. 

Dried  milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Tirol,  etc.,  is  available  at  all 
Centres,  and  is  distributed  strictly  in  accordance  with 
Circular  185,  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  March,  1921. 

Since  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Local  Government  Act 
in  April,  1930,  extra  nourishment  to  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  to  sick  children  under  5  years  of  age  is  issued 
from  the  Health  Department  under  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Act  on  receipt  of  a  Medical  Note,  instead  of  by  way 
of  Public  Assistance. 

Poon  Issued  at  the  Centres  During  1931. 

To  Expectant  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  5 

To  Nursing  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  24 

To  Infants  .  137 

Wet  Milk  and  Extra  Nourishment  Issued  on 

Medical  Notes  from  the  Health  Department. 

To  Expectant  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  49 

To  Nursing  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  149 

To  Infants  .  ...  151 

The  total  quantity  of  wet  milk  issued  amounted  to  2,870 
gallons,  1  quart,  1  pint,  at  a  cost  to  the  Committee  of 
£319  17s.  lljd. 
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Purchases  and  Sales  of  Dried  Milk, 

ETC.,  AT 

the  Centres. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Purchases  of  Dried  Milk,  etc. 

...  073 

13 

2 

Cost  of  Administration 

...  48 

0 

0 

721 

13 

9 

Less  Sales  ... 

...  549 

12 

7 

Cost  to  Committee 

...  172 

0 

7 

Care  of  Illegitimate  Infants. 

Provision  is  made  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  at 
the  Nurseries  situated  in  the  grounds  of  Great  Barr  Park 
Colony. 

Assistance  is  rendered  in  this  work,  and  also  in  the  care 
of  mothers  of  illegitimate  children  by  the  West  Bromwich 
Girls’  Welfare  Society.  The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee  make  an  annual  grant  to  this  Society  for  services 
rendered,  and  pay  the  expenses  of  selected  cases  sent  to 
Homes. 

During  the  year  one  case  was  sent  to  Cleveland  House, 
Wolverhampton,  the  Committee  bearing  the  cost. 

Infant  Life  Protection. 

Miss  Twist,  the  Senior  Health  Visitor,  undertakes  the 
duties  and  keeps  all  the  necessary  records. 

At  the  end  of  1930  there  were  6  adopted  children  on  the 
Register.  During’  1931,  7  new  cases  were  reported,  and  1 
was  removed  from  the  Register  as  the  parents  are  now 
married  and  have  the  child  with  them.  This  leaves  a  total  of 
12  children  on  the  Register.  All  these  children  are  visited 
and  the  homes  inspected  regularly.  Reports  are  made 
quarterly  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 

Summary  of  Visits  Paid  by  Health  Visitors  during  1931. 


To  Expectant  Mothers 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

081 

To  Infants  under  1  Year — 

1st  Visits  ... 

...  1,712 

Re-visits 

...  7,067 

8,779 

To  Children,  1 — 5  Years 

•  •  • 

18,405 

Maternal  and  Infant  Death  Enquiries 

191 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  Visits 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

59 

Still  Birth  Enquiries 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

82 

Re  Maternity  Eees  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

119 

Miscellaneous  visits  (including 

Infectious 

Diseases) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

4,964 

33,280 


46 


Infant  Mortality. 

1930.  1931. 

Number  of  Deaths  under  4  weeks  ...  59  53 

Total  number  of  deaths  under  1  Year 

of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  Ill  146 

Infant  Mortality  Date  ...  ...  ...  66  86 

As  was  anticipated  in  last  year’s  report  the  infant 
mortality  rate  recorded  for  1930  has  not  been  maintained. 

It  av ill  be  observed  from  Appendix  11,  page  74,  that 
the  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year  were — Pneumonia  39 
and  Prematurity  23.  Forty-four  per  cent,  of  the  total  infantile 
mortality  is  therefore  due  to  these  causes.  It  is  significant  to 
note  that  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
during  1931  was  66  compared  with  60  in  the  preATious  year, 
and  for  the  107  County  Boroughs  71  compared  with  64  in  the 
previous  year. 


ULTRA  VIOLET  LIGHT  CLINIC. 

The  Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic  for  convenience  and  lack  of 
room  elsewhere  is  accommodated  in  the  Anti-Tuberculosis 
Dispensary. 


Treatment. — The  treatment  is  administered  by  Sister 
Collins  who  is  in  charge  of  the  Dispensary.  A  Doctor  is  in 
attendance  on  Monday  afternoons  for  seeing  new  cases  and 
periodical  survey  of  all  cases. 


Sessions. — Light  sessions  are  held  throughout  the  day  on 
Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday.  The  sessions  are  divided  as 
follows  :  — 

Tuberculosis  Cases. — Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday 
mornings. 

School  Children  (except  T.B.  conditions). — Monday, 
Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons,  3-30  to  5  o’clock. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Cases. — Monday, 
Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons,  1-45  to  3  o’clock. 


Records. — Decords  of  each  case  are  kept  on  special  record 
forms.  The  new  form  specially  for  Dachitic  Cases,  has  proved 
to  be  very  useful  in  collecting  much  interesting  data. 


The  Lamps. — Two  in  number,  of  the  Mercury  Vapour 
type,  are  overhauled  periodically  by  the  makers,  in  order  to 
keep  them  efficient. 
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The  following  tables  indicate  briefly  the  work  done  during 


the  year. 

Cases  on  Books  1st  Jan.,  1931  ...  ...  45 

Cases  added  during  the  Year  ...  ...  130 

Total  Cases  receiving  treatment  ...  ...  —  175 

Cases  discharged  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 


Cases  on  Books,  31st  Dec.,  1931  ...  ...  5G 


Total  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  3,237 


The  following  table  indicates  the  distribution  of  the  total 
cases  between  the  various  Health  Services  :  — 

M.  &  C.W.  Tuberculosis.  School.  Total. 

Cases  .  94  35  46  175 

Attendances  ...  1,181  1,213  843  3,237 

Of  the  1,213  exposures  of  notified  Tuberculosis  cases,  783 
exposures  were  given  to  school  children.  This  number  is  not 
included  in  the  843  exposures  to  School  Cases. 


The  following  cases  were  treated  and  discharged  during 
the  period  under  review  :  — 

Infant  Welfare  Centre  Cases. 


Cured 

Much 

im¬ 

prov’d 

Im¬ 

prov’d 

No  im¬ 
prove¬ 
ment 

Un¬ 

suit¬ 

able 

Failed 

to 

attend 

Not 

accep¬ 

ted 

Ref. 

Hos¬ 

pital 

Ansemia 

1 

Debility 

2 

2 

8 

•  .  • 

3 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

Deficient  Calcification 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

» •  . 

... 

•  •  > 

Eczema 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  i 

•  •  • 

... 

Glands  of  Neck 

(Non  T.B.) 

•  •  • 

•  *  . 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Impetigo 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  * 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

Malnutrition  ... 

•  .  . 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

,  ,  , 

... 

... 

Bronchitis 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

.  .  • 

2 

1 

1 

... 

Rickets 

9 

1 

9 

... 

1 

8 

1 

3 

13 

5 

20 

... 

9 

11 

2 

3 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  Cases. 


Cured 

Much 

im¬ 

prov’d 

Im¬ 

prov’d 

No  im¬ 
prove¬ 
ment 

Un¬ 

suit¬ 

able 

Left 

Dis¬ 

trict 

Failed 

to 

attend 

Treat¬ 

ment 

re¬ 

fused 

Ref. 

Hos¬ 

pital 

Glandular 

2 

11 

1 

1 

Abdominal 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

.  . 

... 

... 

... 

Abscess 

... 

1 

... 

... 

,  .  , 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Lupus 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  . 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

T.B.  Ribs 

... 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

.  , 

•  •  • 

Sinus 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

6 

11 

1 

2 

2 

... 

... 

1 
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School  Cases. 


Cured 

M  uch 
im¬ 
prov’d 

Im¬ 

prov’d 

Axilliary  Glands 

1 

Anaemia 

1 

3 

Anaemia  and 

Bronchitis 

1 

Alopecia 

2 

1 

•  •  « 

Bronchitis 

... 

•  •  • 

2 

Chilblains 

1 

... 

... 

Glands  of  Neck 

(Non  T.B  )  ... 

1 

3 

n 

i 

Debility 

2 

1 

l 

Impetigo 

1 

... 

... 

9 

5 

14 

Noim¬ 

prove¬ 

ment 

Un¬ 

suit¬ 

able 

Left 

Dis¬ 

trict 

Failed 

to 

attend 

Treat¬ 

ment 

re¬ 

fused 

Ref. 

Hos¬ 

pital 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

i 

1 

•  •  « 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

3 

... 

1 

... 

i 

The  following  Cases  are  continuing  treatment :  — 


M.  &  C.W.  Cases 

Tuberculosis  Cases 

School  Cases 

Rickets  ...  ...  16 

Debility  ...  ...  9 

Glands  of  Neck  ...  1 

Anaemia  ...  ...  1 

Deficient  Calcification  J 
Bronchitis...  ...  1 

Bronchial  Catarrh  2 

Glandular...  ...  4 

Lupus  ....  ...  7 

Abdominal  ...  1 

Anaemia  ...  ...  2 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  2 

Debility  ...  ...  4 

Eczema  ...  ...  1 

Chronic  Ulcer  ...  1 

Glands  of  Neck  ...  3 

Total  .  31 

Total  . 12 

Total  ...  ...  13 

Average  attendance  and  average  length  of  Exposure  of 
the  various  Groups  of  “  Cured  ”  Cases. 


No.  of 
Cured  Cases 

Average  No.  of 
Attendances 

Average  Length 
of  Exposure 

Axilliary  Gland 

1 

13 

7  minutes 

Anaemia  ... 

1 

35 

9 

Alopecia  ... 

2 

48 

8 

Chilblains 

1 

16 

8 

Debility  ... 

Glands  of  Neck 

4 

20 

8 

(Non.  TB.)  ... 

1 

50 

9  „ 

Eczema 

1 

17 

4 

Impetigo  .. 

2 

7 

7  „ 

Rickets 

9 

33 

6  „ 

00  CO  OT 
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The  following*  Table  indicates  the  gain  in  weight  in 
several  cases  of  Rickets  treated  during  the  year. 


Age  at 

Commencement 

Exposures 

Period 

Weight 

Commence¬ 

ment 

End 

lbs. 

ozs. 

lbs. 

ozs. 

1  year  3 

rnths.  ... 

35 

5  mths 

21 

5 

24 

8 

1  ,,  0 

3  3  *  *  ’ 

36 

4  „ 

19 

2 

22 

0 

1  „  7 

3  3  ... 

4 

1  mth. 

25 

12 

25 

13 

1  „  1 

mth.  ... 

38 

4  mths. 

18 

8 

20 

4 

11 

mths.  ... 

42 

4  „ 

18 

11 

24 

14 

3  }^ears  0 

3  3 

29 

5  ,, 

29 

0 

32 

0 

1  year  8 

}  ' 

12 

9 

^  3  3 

21 

10 

25 

8 

2  years  0 

3  3  *  *  * 

77 

17  „ 

17 

4 

26 

0 

1  year  2 

3  3 

29 

3  „ 

17 

13 

20 

2 

The  great  variation  in  the  number  of  exposures  and 
period  of  attendance  at  the  Light  Clinic  is  due  to  several 
causes,  as  follows  :  — 

1.  Irregular  Attenders. 

2.  The  severity  of  the  Rickets. 

3.  No  case  being  discharged  until  there  is  definite  X-Ray 
evidence  that  Rickets  has  healed. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  exposures  and  period  of 
attendance  necessary,  together  with  weights,  before  a  “  cure  ” 
could  be  pronounced  in  one  case  of  Enlarged  (non-tubercular) 
Cervical  Glands  undergoing  ((  light  treatment  ”  during  the 
year :  — 


Age  at 

commencement 

Exposures 

Period 

Weight 

Commencement 

End 

9  years 

50 

6  months 

st.  lbs.  ozs. 

4  5  0 

st.  lbs.  ozs. 

4  7  0 

The  following  Table  indicates  the  number  of  exposures, 
period  of  attendance  and  weight  at  commencement  and  end  of 
treatment  of  cured  cases  of  debility  :  — 


Age  at 

commencement 

Exposures 

Period 

Weight 

Commencement 

End 

st. 

lbs.  ozs. 

st. 

lbs. 

ozs 

8  years 

24 

3  months 

2 

10  8 

2 

12 

0 

6  ,, 

25 

3 

3 

3  0 

3 

5 

0 

2  ,,  6  m’nths 

17 

3  „ 

29  0 

29 

0 

1  year  6 

, 

17 

2  „ 

22  12 

24 

2 
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Apportionment  of  Cost  between  the  Education,  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  and  Tuberculosis  Committees. 


Year  ended  31st  December,  1931. 

Cost  of  Current  Consumed  on  Lamps. 

Quarter  ended  31st  March 

,,  ,,  30th  June 

,,  ,,  30th  September 

,,  ,,  31st  December 


£  s.  d. 
10  2 
1  9  0 

1  11  7 

2  0  11 


Common  Charges. 

Dent,  rates,  heating,  cleaning  and  lighting 
£150/0/0  per  annum. 

Proportion  of  cost  at  six  sessions  per  week 


£  s.  d. 


6  18 


81  16  6 


Total  ...  £87  18  2 


Cost  to  Various  Committees. 

£  s.  d. 

Tuberculosis  . . .  Total  exposures  1213  32  19  8 

Maternity  and  Child 

Welfare  ...  ,,  ,,  1181  32  1  5 

Education  ...  ...  ,,  ,,  843  22  17  1 


Total  ...  £87  18  2 


IX.— HALLAM  HOSPITAL. 

General. 

As  was  pointed  out  in  last  year’s  Deport,  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  this  Hospital  was  taken  over  from  the  Board  of 
Guardians  by  the  West  Bromwich  Corporation  on  1st  April, 
1930.  The  Hospital  was  appropriated  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  and  is  administered  by  the  Health  Committee. 
Details  of  the  accommodation  were  given  in  last  year’s  Deport; 
there  has  been  no  extension  during  the  year. 

It  is  a  general  hospital  with  accommodation  for  474 
patients,  in  which  all  forms  of  treatment  can  be  obtained. 
During  the  year  the  hospital  has  continued  to  serve  the  various 
Authorities  in  the  following  approximate  proportions  :  — 
County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich  49%,  City  of  Birmingham 
(Handsworth)  22%,  County  of  Worcestershire  19%,  County 
of  Staffordshire  9%,  County  Borough  of  Smethwick  1%. 
Thus,  the  arrangements  which  obtained  prior  to  1st  April, 
1930,  have  been  continued  during  1931.  It  is  hoped,  however, 
that  at  an  early  date  definite  agreements  for  a  prolonged 
period  will  be  entered  into  with  neighbouring  Authorities  to 
utilise  the  accommodation  in  excess  of  the  immediate  require¬ 
ments  of  West  Bromwich. 
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Staff. 

Chief  Administrative  Medical  Officer. 

W.  Stott,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.TL,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (till  Sept.,  1931). 
J.  Yule,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (from  7tli  Dec.,  1931). 

VISITING  MEDICAL  STAFF. 

Senior  Physician  and  Medical  Superintendent . 

Douglas  Stanley,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P., 

Emeritus  Professor  of  Pharmacology  and  Therapeutics,  Birmingham 

University. 

Mental  Specialist. 

W.  A.  Potts,  M.A.,  M.D., 

Psychological  Expert  to  the  Birmingham  Justices. 

Surgeons. 

L.  A.  Dingley,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S. 

B.  T.  Rose,  B.Sc.,  M.Ch.,  F.R.C.S. , 

Assistant  Lecturer  on  Clinical  Surgery,  University  of  Birmingham. 

Gynaecologist . 

J.  S.  M.  Connell,  F.R.C.S.  (Edin.). 

Aural  Surgeon. 

F.  Brayshaw  Gilhespy,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.L.O. 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon . 

J.  Jameson  Evans,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S. 

Badiologist. 

G.  E.  Dyas,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.M.R.E. 

Surgeon  Dentist. 

W.  Tregea,  L.D.S. 


RESIDENT  MEDICAL  STAFF. 

2  Resident  Medical  Officers  \  Appointed  every 
2  Resident  Surgical  Officers  (  12  months. 

Matron — Miss  Ashworth.  Assistant  Matron — Miss  A.  Harding. 

Steward — Mr.  G.  E.  Crews. 

Laboratory  Technologist- — Mr.  L.  C.  Brookes. 


NURSING  STAFF. 


The  Nursing  Staff  consists  of:  — 

1  Night  Sister. 

1  Home  Sister. 

I  Sister  Tutor. 

1  X-Ray  Sister. 

1  Theatre  Sister. 


1  Maternity  Sister. 

2  Masseuses. 

8  Ward  Sisters. 

10  Staff  Nurses. 

73  Probationer  Nurses. 


PORTERS. 

1  Mortuary  Custodian.  9  Porters. 

CLERICAL  STAFF. 

1  Assistant  Steward.  1  Female  Clerk. 

2  Male  Clerks.  2  Telephonists. 
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WORK  OF  THE  HOSPITAL  DURING  1931. 

Dr.  Stanley  reports  as  follows  :  — 

The  record  of  Hallam  Hospital  for  1931  is  again  a  satis¬ 
factory  account  of  efficient  work  in  all  departments.  The 
endeavour  of  the  Visiting  Medical  Staff  has  been  to  bring  to 
the  treatment  of  the  patients  the  best  that  ever-advancing 
medicine  and  surgery  can  accomplish  for  their  benefit. 

There  is  one  occurrence  in  the  year  that  the  Visiting  Staff 
record  with  sincere  regret — the  departure  of  Dr.  William  Stott, 
late  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough.  For  nearly 
two  years  after  the  change  over  from  the  Guardians  to  the 
Town  Council,  Dr.  Stott  was  closely  connected  with  the 
Hospital  and  had  many  and  very  difficult  problems  to  face. 
The  Visiting  Staff  can  never  adequately  express  their  indebted¬ 
ness  to  Dr.  Stott  for  his  wholehearted  support  in  their  work 
and  aims  for  the  efficiency  of  the  Hospital. 

The  total  number  of  cases  treated  was  4,367,  being  284 
more  than  in  the  previous  year.  Details  are  given  in 
Appendix  13,  Table  I.,  page  76. 

There  were  403  births  in  the  Hospital,  an  increase  of  82 
as  compared  with  1,930.  Particulars  are  given  in  Appendix 
13,  Table  II.,  page  76. 

Speaking  generally,  the  cases  admitted  for  treatment  in 
all  departments  were  of  a  very  varied  nature,  and  represented 
the  whole  field  of  medicine  and  surgery.  It  may  be  stated 
definitely  that  there  is  now  no  trace  in  West  Bromwich  of  the 
feeling  so  prevalent  some  years  ago  throughout  the  country 
that  the  difficult  and  acute  cases  should  be  sent  to  one  class  of 
hospital,  the  chronic  and  troublesome  cases  relegated  to  the 
Infirmary.  Medical  practitioners  now  send  in  their  acute  and 
dangerous  cases,  and  very  many  are  now  sending  in  their 
obscure  cases  for  investigation.  This  attitude  is  wise,  for  one 
of  the  chief  functions  of  the  modern  hospital  is  to  investigate 
fully  cases  occurring  in  general  practice  that  require  the 
equipment — laboratory  and  otherwise — that  is  available  in  the 
hospital. 

Medical  Department. 

The  number  of  cases  treated  during  the  year  was  1,563, 
almost  identically  the  same  as  in  1930.  Deference  to 
Appendix  13,  Table  VII.,  page  78  will  show  that  diseases  of 
the  respiratory  system,  as  usual,  were  more  numerous, 
especially  cases  of  pneumonia  and  bronchitis.  Infectious 
fevers  were  surprisingly  few  in  number  and  none  were  severe, 
except  that  towards  the  end  of  the  Autumn,  certain  unusual 
cases  of  enteritis  began  to  come  m,  which  gave  some  anxiety 
as  to  their  exact  nature ;  these  were  under  careful  investiga¬ 
tion  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
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Reference  to  Appendix  13,  Table  VII.,  pages  78  and  79  will 
show  the  number  of  other  medical  diseases. 

It  were  well  to  draw  attention  to  the  dangerous  practice 
of  sending  in  cases  of  acute  pneumonia  about  the  fifth  or  sixth 
day  of  the  disease.  The  chances  of  recovery  are  very  greatly 
lowered  by  removal  at  this  stage.  It  is  better  for  the  patient 
to  be  kept  quiet  at  home,  even  with  the  disadvantage  of  home 
nursing,  than  to  reduce  his  chance  of  weathering  the  storm  by 
the  exhausting  effort  of  removal  to  hospital.  It  is  for  this 
reason  that  the  death  rate  in  pneumonia  is  so  high  in  hospital 
practice. 

Surgical  Department. 

The  total  number  of  patients  admitted  was  1,252,  com¬ 
pared  with  1,214  in  1930.  These  were  very  varied  in 
character. 

There  were  523  major  and  1,043  minor  operations. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  fracture  work  was 
extremely  satisfactory,  excellent  results  being  obtained  by 
conservative  treatment ;  very  rarely  was  operative  treatment 
necessary.  Very  excellent  results  were  also  obtained  in  the 
treatment  of  tubercle  of  bones  and  joints,  due  to  open-air 
methods  on  the  balconies. 

The  various  types  of  surgical  diseases  treated  during  the 
year  are  given  in  Appendix  13,  Table  VIII.,  page  80. 

Obstetric  and  Gynaecological  Department. 

The  working  of  this  Department  was  satisfactory. 
Appendix  13,  Tables  IX.  and  IXa.,  pages  80  &  81  shows  that  as 
in  former  years  there  is  a  steadily  increasing  appreciation  of 
the  advantages  provided  for  pregnant  women. 

The  figures  in  Appendix  13,  Table  IXa,  page  81,  under 
“  Bookings,”  indicate  that  the  rate  of  increase  is  accelerating 
and  with  recent  arrangements  by  which  the  adjoining 
Boroughs  of  Oldbury  and  Tipton  are  enabled  to  use  this 
Department,  the  question  of  further  accommodation  may 
become  urgent.  Even  at  present,  the  congestion  on  “  Ante- 
Xatal  ”  days  is  unsatisfactory. 

The  figures  regarding  stillbirths  and  maternal  mortality 
show  a  gratifying  decrease,  only  one  of  the  latter  belonging 
actually  to  the  work  of  the  department. 

Mention  should  be  made  of  the  devotion  to  duty  of  the 
present  Maternity  Sister,  to  whose  work,  as  is  peculiarly 
the  case  in  Maternity  Nursing,  the  success  of  the  department 
is  largely  due. 
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Ophthalmic  Department. 

The  Ophthalmic  work  for  the  year  was  varied  and  interest¬ 
ing'.  Neurological  cases  were  numerous  and  instructive,  many 
of  them  being  of  a  type  not  often  met  with  in  Hospitals. 

A  large  number  of  cases  of  hemiplegia  were  examined  for 
ophthalmoscopic  and  other  ocular  lesions.  This  survey 
provided  some  interesting  and  valuable  information. 

The  cases  of  inflammatory  disease  of  the  eye  were  fairly 
numerous,  especially  among  the  children — corneal  ulceration 
being  rather  prevalent  at  one  period. 

Surgical  consultations  were  comparatively  few. 

The  operations  performed  included  those  for  the  cure  of 
cataract,  glaucoma  and  lachrymal  disease,  and  the  results  were 
quite  satisfactory  in  all  cases. 

Mental  Observation  Wards. 

In  the  Male  Mental  Observation  Ward,  excluding  the 
senile  cases  (over  TO  years  old),  of  whom  there  were  four,  and 
the  mentally  defective,  of  whom  there  were  five,  54  cases  were 
treated  during  the  year  1931. 

The  records  of  them  are  as  follows  :  — 


Improved 

28 

Left  against  advice 

2 

Discharged  not  improved  ... 

10 

Died  . 

2 

Transferred  to  Mental  Hospital 

12 

Total 

54 

In  the  Female  Mental  Observation  Ward,  excluding  the 

senile  cases  (over  70  years  old),  of  whom  there 

were  12,  and 

the  mentally  defective,  of  whom  there  were  six, 
treated  during  the  year  1931. 

74  cases  were 

The  records  of  these  are  as  follows  :  — 

Improved 

47 

Left  against  advice 

3 

Discharged  not  improved  ... 

6 

Died 

4 

Transferred  to  Mental  Hospital  ... 

14 

Total 

\ 

74 

The  admission  of  private  patients,  not  necessarilv  resident 

m  the  district,  has  been  a  great  advantage. 
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Thanks  to  the  Visiting  Staff  of'  Specialists,  and  the  general 
arrangements,  it  is  easy  to  arrange  for  any  special  examina¬ 
tion  required,  and  to  have  all  necessary  treatment  carried  out 
in  the  Hospital,  without  the  stigma  of  certification. 


X-Ray  and  Light  Department. 

The  work  of  this  Department  maintained  its  high  level 
and  efficiency ;  the  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  hospital  feel 
that  they  owe  a  very  great  deal  to  their  colleague,  Dr.  Dyas, 
for  the  able  and  ever  willing  help  given  by  him  in  the  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  patients  in  the  Hospital.  Were  it  not  for 
this  valuable  assistance  their  work  would  be  more  than  greatly 
impaired.  The  staff  wish  also  to  express  their  appreciation 
of  the  excellent  photographic  work  done  by  the  X-Ray  Sister, 
Miss  Boston. 


The  figures  showing  the  number  of 
treatments  are  as  follows  :  — 

Patients  Radiographed 
Patients  Screened 
X-Ray  Treatments 
Sunlight  Treatments 


examinations  and 


1,276 

165 

172 

1,966 


Massage  and  Electrical  Department. 

These  forms  of  treatment  have  become  more  useful  each 
year;  the  calls  on  the  Massage  Sister  have  exceeded  what  any 
one  person  could  be  reasonably  expected  to  perform.  After 
consultation  with  the  Visiting  Staff  the  Matron  applied  to  the 
Committee  to  appoint  an  additional  trained  Masseuse  to 
attend  certain  davs  in  the  week.  The  Staff  record  their 
appreciation  of  the  ready  acquiescence  of  the  Committee.  The 
appointment  was  filled  by  Mrs.  Harobin  who,  as  Miss  Hunt, 
was  formerly  in  charge  of  the  Department. 


Pathological,  Bacteriological  and  Bio-Chemical  Department. 

The  work  in  this  department  shows  a  slight  increase  over 
the  previous  year.  It  is  becoming  obvious  that  this  depart¬ 
ment  is  now  working  up  to  its  limit ;  and  that  further  demands 
will  be  very  difficult  to  meet  unless  some  increase  of  staff  be 
granted.  Compared  with  other  hospitals  of  the  same  capacity 
as  Hallam,  the  laboratory  accommodation  is  inadequate,  not 
only  in  space  and  technical  facilities,  but  also  in  staff.  Most 
hospitals  have  three  officers,  not  including  assistants,  taking 
charge  of  the  bio-chemical,  bacteriological  and  pathological 
work  respectively ;  in  the  case  of  our  hospital  there  is  only  one 
for  all  these  divisions.  Large  sums  have  been  spent  recently 
by  neighbouring  municipal  hospitals  on  laboratory  accommo¬ 
dation,  equipment  and  staff.  It  may  be  stated  here  that  the 
pathological  division  of  the  work  has  suffered  very  greatly 
during  the  year,  as  the  ever  pressing  demands  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  and  bio-chemical  investigations  have  made  it 
impossible  to  keep  abreast  with  it. 
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The  Visiting  Staff  have  again  to  record  their  appreciation 
of  the  work  of  Mr.  L.  C.  Brookes,  the  Technologist. 

Reference  to  Appendix  13,  Table  XI.,  page  83,  will  show 
the  numbers  of  examinations  carried  out  and  the  corresponding 
figures  for  the  previous  year. 


Deaths  in  the  Hospital. 

The  total  number  was  605,  being  a  higher  figure  than  in 
the  previous  year. 

The  main  increase  was  among  those  over  60  and  under  3 
years  of  age. 

The  general  high  mortality  among  the  aged  in  1931  is 
reflected  in  the  practice  of  the  Hospital. 

Particulars  are  given  in  Appendix  13,  Table  IV.,  page  77. 


The  Resident  Medical  Staff. 

The  health  of  the  Resident  Medical  Officers  was  good. 

The  changes  were  as  follows  :  Messrs.  A.  Reid,  W.  Stuart 
and  J.  P.  Lloyd  resigned;  the  new  appointments  were  Messrs. 
J.  Walker,  II.  Beard  and  I.  Taylor. 

Mr.  J.  Walker  was  allowed  to  resign  three  months  before 
completing  his  year  of  office,  owing  to  his  having  been 
appointed  Medical  Registrar  at  Queen’s  Hospital,  Birmingham. 
Mr.  Allen  Price  was  appointed  temporarily. 


Nursing  Staff. 

On  the  whole,  the  health  of  the  Nursing  Staff  was  good. 

One  Sister  had  a  severe  attack  of  pneumonia  and  was  off 
duty  for  nearly  4  months. 

A  Staff  Nurse  contracted  a  severe  hand  infection  and  was 
dangerously  ill ;  she  made  a  good  recovery  but  the  hand  is 
permanently  damaged. 

A  Probationer  Nurse  was  laid  up  for  several  months  with 
exophthalmic  goitre.  It  was  considered  advisable  that  she 
should,  in  her  own  interests,  relinquish  nursing,  and  she  there¬ 
fore  returned  to  her  home. 

Another  Probationer  Nurse  had  pneumonia  but  made  a 
rapid  recovery. 
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The  results  of  the  State  Examination  (Nurses)  were  very 
satisfactory  and  are  as  follows — 

Final  Examinations. 


Entries. 

Passes. 

Failures. 

18 

15 

3 

Prel i minary  Exami nation s . 

Entries. 

Passes. 

Failures. 

27 

22 

5 

C.M.B.  Examinations. 

Entries. 

Passes. 

Failures. 

G 

6 

— 

The  Visiting1  Staff  wish  again  to  express  their  warm 
appreciation  of  the  untiring  interest  shown  by  the  Matron, 
Miss  Ashworth,  in  the  welfare  of  the  Hospital.  To  her 
management  of  the  household  are  due  the  comfort  of  the 
patients  and  staff,  and  the  general  well-being  to  be  noted  of  all 
who  work  with  her  and  under  her. 

Douglas  Stanley,  M.D.,  E.D.C.P., 

Visiting  Physician. 

Chairman  of  the  Medical  Committee. 

X.— HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

It  will  have  been  gathered  from  the  foregoing  sections  of 
this  Deport  that  the  success  or  failure  of  our  efforts  to  promote 
health  depends  largely  on  the  knowledge  possessed  by  the 
members  of  the  community  in  which  we  are  working.  The 
intelligent  co-operation  of  the  public  is  equally  necessary  to 
control  an  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  or  Small  Pox  as  it  is  to 
avoid  the  consumption  of  contaminated  food  or  to  reduce  the 
rates  by  burning  all  combustible  refuse.  Education  is  at  the 
root  of  the  scheme  which  has  reduced  infantile  mortality  to 
one  half  in  the  last  generation.  Education  is  the  essential 
factor  in  any  further  forward  movement  we  may  contemplate. 

There  are  many  methods  of  Health  education.  Probably 
the  most  valuable  is  the  day  by  day  teaching  of  health  by 
Health  Visitors  to  those  who  attend  Child  Welfare  Centres  and 
to  those  on  whom  the  Health  Visitors  are  called.  During  the 
year  this  work  continued  on  the  usual  lines.  Special  attempts 
have  been  made  at  public  lectures  and  by  talks  at  the  Centres 
and  Clinics.  In  this  connection  the  “  Better  Health 
Journal,  issued  monthly  by  the  Department,  has  continued  to 
play  an  important  part  and  there  is  evidence  that  its  circula¬ 
tion  is  becoming  more  wide-spread. 

Grateful  acknowledgement  is  made  to  the  services 
rendered  by  the  local  Press  in  assisting  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  to  take  an 
intelligent  and  practical  interest  in  the  physical  and  mental 
welfare,  not  only  of  themselves,  but  of  every  member  of  the 
community. 
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APPENDIX  1. 

METEOROLOGY. 

Climatological  Station,  Dartmouth  Park. 


543.3  Feet  Above  Sea  Level. 

1931.  1930. 


Highest  Mean  Temperature 

55  0 

56-0 

Lowest  Mean  Temperature 

40-0 

42-0 

Total  Rainfall 

3314 

34-31 

No.  of  clays  on  which  rain  fell  ... 

173-0 

1810 

Third  Quarters. 

1931. 

1930. 

Mean  atmospheric  Temperature  ... 

56-5 

59-0 

Amount  of  rain 

10-49 

11-49 

Taken  at 

9  a.m.  Local  Time. 

Mean  Reading  Reading  of  Self- 

Mean 

of  Barometer. 

Registering  Thermometers. 

Temperature 

Total 

in. 

Max.  in 

Air.  Min.  in  Air. 

at  9  a.m.  Readings. 

Rainfall. 

January 

29-39 

49 

24 

38 

1-74 

February 

29-37 

48 

31 

36 

2-44 

March 

29-46 

52 

24 

37 

0-14 

April 

29-38 

52 

37 

46 

4-18 

May 

29-35 

62 

42 

51 

4-24 

J  une 

29-46 

68 

48 

58 

4-31 

July 

29-29 

68 

54 

59 

319 

August 

29-39 

65 

48 

55 

4-91 

September 

29-64 

62 

45 

52 

2-40 

October 

29-63 

58 

30 

46 

0-96 

November 

29-28 

56 

33 

44 

3-68 

December 

29-74 

54 

26 

40 

0-95 

Total  or 
Average 

29-45 

58 

37 

47 

33-14 

59 


APPENDIX  2. 

Vital  Statistics  of  whole  Borough  during  1931  and  Previous 

Ten  Years. 


© 

r — H 

.  '‘O 

C5  'P 

Nett  Births 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District 

Births  and  Deaths, 
Illegitimate 

n  R. 
to  nr 
yeai 

Under  1  year 

At  all  Ages 

Children 

Years 

Populatio 
estimation  1 
of  each 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000  nett 
Births 

Number 

Rate 

Nett  Births 

Nett  Deaths 

under  1  year 

Death  rate  un¬ 

der  1  year  per 
1,000  Illegiti¬ 

mate  Births 

1921 

75,300 

2,156 

28  h 

209 

96  9 

954 

12-6 

76 

23 

302 

1922 

76,260 

2,018 

24  T 

172 

88  6 

1,079 

14*1 

78 

11 

141 

1923 

77,600 

1,866 

24T7 

164 

87-8 

973 

12-5 

56 

10 

178 

1924 

78,790 

1,862 

23  65 

165 

88-6 

962 

12  2 

40 

7 

175 

1925 

79,490 

1,821 

22  9 

180 

98-8 

950 

11  9 

48 

10 

95 

1926 

79,920 

1,804 

22  6 

143 

79  2 

874 

10  9 

55 

9 

163 

1927 

81,140 

1,643 

20  2 

176 

107-0 

1,015 

12-4 

45 

6 

133 

1928 

80,680 

1,686 

21-0 

126 

74-7 

843 

10-5 

34 

6 

176 

1929 

80,840 

1,682 

20-8 

179 

106  4 

1,211 

14  9 

50 

8 

160 

1930 

81,510 

1,671 

20  5 

111 

66  0 

9-23 

11-3 

39 

3 

77 

10  years’ 
average 

79,153 

1,821 

23  0 

162 

89-6 

978 

12-4 

52 

9 

173 

1931 

82,160 

1,698 

20  66 

146 

86-0 

998 

12  1 

64 

7 

109 

APPENDIX  3. 

Table  Showing  the  Birth-Rate,  Death-Rate,  etc.,  in  the  Various 

Wards  During  1931. 


Wards 

Population 
Mid- June, 
1929 

Dwellings, 

Census 

1921 

Rooms  per 
person, 
Census,  1921 

Persons 
per  Acre, 
1921 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Death  Rate 

Infants’ 

Deaths 

1 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

i - 

No.  of 
Births 

Birth  Rate 

f  Sandwell  ... 

7,590 

1,555 

Ml 

5  7 

100 

13-1 

12 

1176 

102 

13  4 

Lyndon 

8,000 

1,036 

0-90 

3-3 

125 

156 

30 

75  5 

397 

49-6 

N.E.^Tantany  ... 

11,757 

2,122 

0  91 

35-2 

159 

135 

22 

94-4 

233 

19-8 

Hill  Top  ... 

10,463 

1,935 

0  78 

119 

128 

12  2 

27 

1210 

223 

21-3 

l^Barr 

1,390 

... 

... 

15 

108 

4 

148-1 

27 

19-4 

fSpon  Lane... 

9,440 

1,800 

0-85 

30  8 

120 

12-7 

15 

98-7 

152 

16  1 

o  w  |  Lyng 

11,689 

2,271 

0-86 

27-8 

123 

10  5 

10 

53-4 

187 

159 

S'W*  |  Town  Hall... 

9,616 

1,948 

0-98 

38-5 

114 

11-8 

12 

72-3 

166 

17-2 

^Greets  Green 

10,895 

1,996 

0-76 

17-2 

114 

10-4 

14 

66-3 

211 

19-3 

1  * 

* 

* 

* 

1 

*The  Ward  figures  in  respect  of  the  1931  Census  not  having  been 
received  from  the  Registrar-General  these  figures  are  the  same  as 
given  in  the  Report  for  the  year  1930. 
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DEATH-RATES  FROM  THE  MORE  IMPORTANT  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1931 

AND  TEN  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


01 


Other 
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APPENDIX  9. 


VACCINATION. 


Return  Respecting  the  Vaccination  of  Children  whose  Births  were 

Registered  During  the  Year  1930. 


Districts 

Births 

Vaccinated 

Insusceptible 

Died 

Unvaccinated 

Exemptions 

Vaccination 

Postponed 

Removed  out 
of  the  Area 

Not  accounted 
for 

North-East 

1072 

361 

61 

598 

10 

27 

15 

South-West 

692 

180 

.  .  • 

37 

399 

6 

5 

65 

Barr 

28 

18 

... 

... 

9 

... 

•  • 

1 

Total  1930  . 

1792 

559 

•  •• 

98 

1006 

16 

32 

81* 

Total  1929  ... 

1755 

625 

... 

123 

962 

12 

23 

10 

*3  refused;  78  Certificates  not  received  from  Public  Vaccinator. 


APPENDIX  10. 


RETURN  SHOWING  THE  WORK  OF  THE  TUBERCULOSIS 
DISPENSARY  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

TABLE  I. 


Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary  Total 


DIAGNOSIS 


Adults  Children  Adults  Children  Adults  Children 


M  K.  M.  F.  M  F.  M  F.  M.  F.  M  F. 


Grand 

Total 


A.  New  cases  examined 
during  the  year  (ex¬ 
cluding  contacts) 

(a)  Definitely 

Tuberculous  ...  28  25  10  8  2  1  10  5  30  26  20  13 

(b)  Diagnosis  not 

completed  ...  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  3  1  3  — 

(c)  Noil-tuberculous...  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  21  19  14  15 


89 

7 

69  -165 


B.  Contacts  examined 
during  the  year 

(a)  Definitely 

Tuberculous  ...  2  1  6  2  — 

(b)  Diagnosis  not 

completed  ...  — -  —  —  —  — 

(c)  Non-tuberculous  —  —  —  —  — 


112  17  3 


13 


2  14  2 

—  -  10  10  27  19 


9 

66-  88 


C.  Cases  written  off  the 
Dispensary  Register 
as 

(a)  Recovered  ...  2  1  1  —  1  1823292  16 

(b)  Non-tuberculous 
(including  any  such 
cases  previously 
diagnosed  and  en¬ 
tered  on  the  Dis¬ 
pensary  Register 

as  tuberculous)  ...  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — -  32  33  44  34  143 — 159 


D.  Number  of  cases  on 
Dispensary  Register 
on  December  31st 
(a)  Definitely 

tuberculous  ...  84  72  22  18  10  24  52  35  94  96  74  53 

(B)  Diagnosis  not 

completed  ...  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  7  5  8  2 


317 

22—339 


APPENDIX  10 — continued. 


TABLE  I. — continued.  1931 

1.  Number  of  cases  on  Dispensary  Register  on  Jan. 

1st,  1931  294 

2.  Number  of  cases  transferred  from  other  areas  and 

cases  returned  after  discharge  in  previous  years  11 

3.  Number  of  cases  transferred  to  other  areas,  cases 
not  desiring  further  assistance  under  the  scheme, 

and  cases  “  lost  sight  of  75  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

4.  Cases  written  off  during  the  year  as  dead  (all 

causes)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

5.  Number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  (includ¬ 
ing  contacts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,530 

6.  Number  of  Insured  Persons  under  Domiciliary 

Treatment  on  the  31st  December  ...  ...  ...  7 

7.  Number  of  consultations  with  medical  practitioners  : 

(a)  Personal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

8.  Number  of  visits  by  Tuberculosis  Officer  to  homes 

(including  personal  consultations)  ...  ...  49 

9.  Number  of  visits  by  Nurses  or  Health  Visitors  to 

homes  for  Dispensary  purposes  ...  ...  ...  1,379 

10.  Number  of  :  — 

(a)  Specimens  of  sputum,  etc.,  examined  ...  226 

(b)  X-Ray  examinations  made  in  connection 

with  Dispensary  work  ...  ...  84 

11.  Number  of  “  Recovered  ”  cases  restored  to  Dis¬ 
pensary  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

12.  Number  of  “  T.B.  plus  ”  cases  on  Dispensary 

Register  on  December  31st  ...  ...  ...  87 


TABLE  II. 

RESIDENTIAL  INSTITUTIONS. 

(A)  NUMBER  OF  BEDS  AVAILABLE  FOR  PATIENTS  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 


Name  of  Institution. 

For  Pulmonary 
Cases 

For  Non  Pulmonary 

Cases. 

Total. 

Adults. 

Children 
under  15. 

Adults. 

Children 
under  15. 

Local  Authority — 

County  Borough  of  West 
Bromwich  — 

Heath  Lane  Sanatorium 
(24  beds) 

24 

24 

City  of  Birmingham  — 

Romsley  Hill  Sanatorium 
(120  beds) 

12  beds  are  retained  by 
this  Authority. 

12 

12 

APPENDIX  1 0 — continued. 


TABLE  II. — continued. 

(B)  Return  showing  the  extent  of  Residential  Treatment  during  the 

Year.  . 


CC  CO 


C  ^ 

O  J2 


5  C 
.2  «? 
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43 
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43  a? 
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Adult  Males 

1 

3 

4 

Number  of  doubt- 

Adult  Females 

fully  tuberculous, 
cases  admitted  for 

4 

4 

Children 

observation 

2 

2 

... 

... 

Total 

1 

9 

10 

f 

Adult  Males 

14 

52 

44 

9 

13 

Number  of  defin¬ 
itely  tuberculous 

Adult  Females 

5 

34 

27 

4 

8 

patients  admitted 
for  treatment 

Children 

2 

26 

20 

8 

Total 

21 

112 

91 

13 

29 

Grand  Totals 

22 

121 

101 

13 

29 

Return  showing  the  results  of  observation  of  doubtfully  Tuberculous 

cases  discharged  during  the  Year. 


Diagnosis  on 
discharge 
from 

observation 

For  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 

For  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 

Totals 

Stay  under 

4  weeks 

Stay  over 

4  weeks 

Stay  under 

4  weeks 

Stay  over 

4  weeks 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

Tuberculous 

.  •  • 

.  . 

4 

1 

.  .  • 

... 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

Non- 

tuberculous 

1 

... 

1 

2 

1 

4 

... 

1 

Doubtful 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Totals  ... 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

... 

4 

4 

9 

69 


APPENDIX  10 — -continued. 

TABLE  III. 

Return  showing  the  immediate  results  of  Treatment  of  Patients  discharged  from 

Residential  Institutions  during  the  Year. 


Classification 
on  admission 
to  the 
Institution 

Condition  at 
time  of 
discharge 

Duration  of  Residential  Treatment  in  the  Institution 

Grand  Totals 

Under 

3  months 

3  — 6  months 

6  —12  months 

More  than 
12  months 
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Table  IV — (Continued). 

Supplementary  Annual  Return  showing  in  summary  form  (a)  the  condition  at  the  end  of  1931  of  all  patients  remaining  on  the  Dis¬ 
pensary  Register ;  and  (b)  the  reasons  for  the  removal  of  all  cases  written  off  the  Register. 
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APPENDIX  10 — continued. 
TUBERCULOSIS. 
TABLE  Y. 


Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930. 

Summary  of  Notifications  during  the  period  from  the  28th  December, 

1930,  to  the  2nd  January,  1932. 


Age  Periods 

Formal  Notifications 

Number  of  Primary  Notifications  of  New  Cases  of 

Tuberculosis 

Total 

Notifi¬ 

cations 

0 

to 

1 

1 

to 

5 

5 

to 

10 

10 

to 

15 

15 

to 

20 

20 

to 

25 

25 

to 

35 

35 

to 

45 

45 

to 

55 

55 

to 

65 

65 

and 

over 

Total 

all 

ages 

Pulmonary  Males 

2 

14 

4 

8 

4 

15 

7 

11 

3 

3 

71 

72 

,,  Females 

... 

2 

7 

1 

5 

6 

10 

5 

2 

2 

2 

42 

44 

Non -pulmonary  Males 

5 

8 

6 

1 

1 

1 

... 

... 

22 

22 

,,  Females 

... 

7 

2 

2 

1 

l 

13 

13 

TABLE  VI. 

Supplemental  Return. 

New  cases  of  Tuberculosis  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  during  the  above-mentioned  period,  otherwise  than  by  formal 

notification. 


Age  Periods 

0 

to 

1 

1 

to 

5 

5 

to 

10 

10 

to 

15 

15 

to 

20 

20 

to 

25 

25 

to 

35 

35 

to 

45 

45 

to 

55 

55 

to 

65 

65 

and 

ov«-r 

Total 

Pulmonary  Males  .. 

.  .  . 

. 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

.  *  • 

8 

,,  Females 

... 

... 

... 

2 

2 

2 

... 

»  ••• 

6 

Non-pulmonary  Males 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

,,  Females  .. 

1 

2 

• 

... 

... 

3 

Source  of  Information 

No.  of  Cases  | 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

|  from  Local  Registrars 

Death  Returns  ! 

... 

2 

(Transferable  Deaths  from  Registrar  General... 

2 

1 

Posthumous  Notifications  ... 

... 

1 

“Transfers”  from  other  Areas  (other  than  Transferable  Deaths) 

12 

1 
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APPENDIX  1 0 — continued . 

TABLE  VII. 
Notification  Register. 


Number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  remaining 
at  the  31st  Dec. ,  1931,  on  the  Registers 
of  Notifications  kept  bty  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  County  Borough 


Number  of  cases  removed  from  the  registers 
during  the  year  by  reason  inter  alia  of  :  — 

1.  Withdrawal  of  Notification 

2.  Recovery  from  the  Disease 

3.  Death 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Cases 

152 

118 

270 

106 

101 

207 

477 

10 

9 

19 

4 

2 

6 

25 

3 

l 

4 

9 

3 

12 

16 

42 

22 

64 

4 

4 

8 

72 

TABLE  VIII. 

Number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  Registers  of  Notification  on 
the  31st  December. 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

cases 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1931 

152 

118 

270 

106 

101 

207 

477 

1930 

132 

105 

237 

96 

99 

195 

432 

1929 

122 

83 

205 

104 

94 

198 

403 

1928 

115 

82 

197 

80 

80 

160 

357 

1927 

109 

83 

192 

70 

67 

137 

329 
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APPENDIX  11. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  CHILDREN  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4  weeks 

4  weeks  and 

under  3  months 

3  months  and 

under  6  months 

6  months  and 

under  9  months 

9  months  and 

under  12  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  year 

/Small-pox 

I  Chicken-pox 

,  ,  . 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

J  Measles  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

h  Scarlet  Fever 

... 

I  Whooping  Cough 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

V  Diphtheria  and  Croup 

•  •  . 

; 

... 

.  .  , 

•  •  • 

Erysipelas 

•  •  • 

... 

.  .  , 

•  .  . 

j  Tuberculous  Meningitis 

... 

•  •  • 

<  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

(  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

... 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

.  •  . 

Convulsions 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Laryngitis 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

,  .  . 

•  •  • 

,  . 

,  .  . 

•  •  • 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

5 

3 

2 

2 

13 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

1 

1 

4 

7 

3 

15 

10 

39 

(  Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

3 

12 

)  Enteritis 

2 

2 

2 

4 

Gastritis 

Syphilis 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

Rickets  ... 

... 

Suffocation,  overlying 

1 

1 

1 

Injury  at  Birth 

4 

4 

... 

... 

4 

Atelectasis 

3 

3 

3 

/  Congenital  Malformations 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

)  Premature  Birth  ... 

16 

2 

2 

2 

22 

1 

23 

j  Atrophy,  Debility  and 

(  Marasmus 

2 

,  .  , 

2 

4 

4 

6 

3 

1 

18 

Other  Causes 

4 

2 

2 

8 

3 

1 

... 

1 

13 

Totals 

35 

5 

9 

4 

53 

25 

20 

28 

20 

146 

APPENDIX  12. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES  SINCE  FIRST  RECORDED. 


¥"ear 

Rate 

Year 

Rate 

Year 

Rate 

1872 

152 

1882 

158 

1892 

171 

1873 

163 

1883 

177 

1893 

211 

1874 

156 

1884 

180 

1894 

152 

1875 

160 

1885 

176 

1895 

157 

1876 

144 

1886 

169 

1896 

118. 

1877 

162 

1887 

158 

1897 

175 

1878 

159 

1888 

158 

1898 

182 

1879 

167 

1889 

175 

1899 

179 

1880 

152 

1890 

170 

1900 

191 

1881 

152 

1891 

172 

1901 

163 

Decennial  Aver.  156  7 

Decennial  Aver.  169 '3 

Decennial 

Aver.  169  "9 

1902 

162 

1912 

122-5 

1922 

88-6 

1903 

164 

1913 

140*4 

1923 

87-8 

1904 

149 

1914 

104-4 

1924 

88-6 

1905 

150 

1915 

133-1 

1925 

98-8 

1906 

159 

1916 

89  8 

1926 

79-2 

1907 

151 

1917 

121  5 

1927 

107-1 

1908 

140 

1918 

113  1 

1928 

74  7 

1909 

152 

1919 

103  0 

1929 

106-4 

1910 

106-5 

1920 

109-2 

1930 

66-0 

1911 

139-5 

1921 

96-9 

1931 

86-0 

Decennial  Aver.  147 '3 

Decennial  A 

ver.  113  "3 

Decennial  Aver.  88 *3 
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APPENDIX  13. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  1931  IN  THE 
VARIOUS  DEPARTMENTS  OF  HALL  AM  HOSPITAL. 

TABLE  I. 


Admissions  and  Births. 

1931.  1930. 

1,171  1,236 

1,721  1,512 

1,475  1,435 


Totals  4,367  4,183 


Increase  in  Admissions  ...  ...  184 


W  omen 
Children 


TABLE  II. 


Admissions  and  Births. 


Admitted  on  Emergency  Orders  3,176 

Admitted  on  Relieving  Officers 

Orders  641 

Transferred  from  Hallam  House  147 

Births  in  Hospital  ...  ...  403 


2,949 

724 

189 

321 


Totals  4,367  4,183 


Men 

Women 

Children 


TABLE  III. 


Discharges  and  Deaths. 


1931.  1930. 

1,173  1,220 

1,726  1,494 

1,475  1,435 


Totals  4,374  4,149 


Increase  225 


TT 


APPENDIX  13 — continued. 
TABLE  IV. 

Summary  of  Discharges  and  Deaths. 


1931. 

1930. 

Discharges  to  own  Home,  etc.  ... 

3,521 

3,351 

Transferred  to  Hallam  House  ... 

211 

204 

Transferred  to  other  Institutions 

37 

65 

Deaths 

605 

529 

Totals 

4,374 

4,149 

TABLE  V. 


Admissions  According  to  Departments. 


Medical  Cases 

1,563 

1,561 

Surgical  Cases 

1,251 

1,214 

Gynaecological  Cases 

752 

604 

Ear  and  Throat  Cases 

356 

460 

Mental  Cases 

42 

23 

Totals 

3,964 

3,862 

TABLE  VI. 


Men 

Women 

Children 


Under  1  Year 
1  to  3  Years 

3  to  16  ,, 

16  to  40  ,, 

40  to  50  ,, 

50  to  60  ,, 

60  to  70  ,, 

Over  70 


Deaths. 


Totals 
Age  Groups. 


1931. 

1930. 

262 

256 

194 

188 

149 

85 

605 

529 

74 

52 

41 

11 

34 

21 

56 

64 

48 

55 

79 

80 

108 

96 

165 

150 

605 

529 

Total 
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APPENDIX  13— continued. 

TABLE  VII. 

Medical  Cases. 

Respiratory  System. 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  184 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  128 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  63 

Pleural  Effusion  and  Empyema  34 
Neoplasm*  ...  ...  ...  13 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

—  479 

Circulatory  System. 

Chronic  Valvular  Endocarditis  40 

Failure  of  Heart  Muscle  ...  79 

H.B.P.  and  Arterial  Diseases  29 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

—  213 

Nervous  System. 

Mental  Cases  ...  ...  ...  42 

Functional  Diseases  ...  ...  70 

Haemorrhage  and  Thrombosis  47 

Encephalitis  ...  ...  ...  13 

Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  10 

Tumours  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diseases  of  Nerves  ...  ...  16 

Tabes  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Disseminated  Sclerosis  ...  ...  3 

Ereidrichs  Ataxy  ...  ...  2 

Others  .  28 

—  244 

Alimentary  System. 

Gastric  TJlcer  ...  ...  ...  47 

New  Growth  ...  ...  ...  80 

Disease  of  Liver  &  Gall  Bladder  30 
Gastro  Enteritis  ...  ...  29 

Malnutrition  ...  ...  ...  30 

Pyloric  Stenosis  ...  ...  5 

Others  .  165 

—  386 

Metabolic  System. 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  25 

Rickets  ...  ...  ...  7 

Thyroid .  12 

Gout  .  ...  g 

Chronic  Rheumatism  ...  ...  12 

Others  .  20 
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A  P  P  E  N  D I X  1 3— continued. 


TABLE  VII. — continued. 

Renal  System. 


Acute  Nephritis 

30 

Chronic  Nephritis 

21 

Bladder  and  Prostate  . . . 

35 

Others 

10 

— 

96 

Blood  Diseases 

14 

— 

14 

Poisons. 

Aspirin 

1 

Coal  Gras  ... 

7 

Bead 

1 

Others 

28 

— 

37 

Infections  and  Contagions. 

Acute  Rheumatism 

18 

Chorea 

21 

Influenza 

21 

Scabies 

28 

Syphilis  ... 

12 

Vermin 

2 

Erysipelas 

20 

Chicken  Pox 

1 

Measles 

6 

Tetanus  ... 

1 

Others 

30 

— 

160 

Diseases  of  the  Skin 

54 

— 

54 

Others. 

Senility 

...  244 

Debility  ... 

...  100 

Healthy  Children 

30 

Nil 

X  1  J.X  •  •  •'  •••  ••• 

...  108 

482 
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APPENDIX  13 — continued. 

TABLE  VIII. 

Surgical  Cases. 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Peritonitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ...  ...  ...  391 

Ears  and  Eyes  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Burns  and  Scalds  ...  ...  ...  28 

Surgical  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  48 

E  ractures  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

Hernias  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Intestinal  Obstruction  ...  ...  ...  32 

Diseases  and  Injuries  of  Joints  ...  50 

Diseases  of  Bones  ....  ...  ...  39 

Head  Injuries  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Cancer  elsewhere  ...  ...  ...  22 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Abscesses  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

—  1110 


TABLE  IX. 

Gynaecology  and  Midwifery. 

Normal  Labours  ...  ...  ...  ...  352 

Children  Born  ...  ...  ...  ...  403 

Abnormal  Labours  ...  ...  ...  51 

Pregnancies  for  Investigation  ...  ...  46 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  16 

Abortions  '  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Gynaecological  Operations  and 

Investigations  ...  ...  ...  101 

Diseases  of  Breast  ...  ...  ...  24 


1071 
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APPENDIX  13 — continued. 
TABLE  IXa. 
Maternity  Cases. 


Month 

No.  of  Cases 

Still  Births 

Deaths 

Maternal 

Instru¬ 

mentals 

Placenta 

Previas 

i 

Caesarian 

Sections 

Toxemias  of 

Pregnancy 

Ante-Natal 

Visits 

Bookings 

January 

25 

2 

1 

128 

38 

February 

29 

l 

2 

1 

1 

136 

36 

Mai  oh 

32 

1 

1 

1 

132 

54 

April 

35 

5 

2 

3 

... 

147 

35 

May 

46 

.  .  . 

2 

1 

1 

... 

122 

33 

June 

38 

2 

3 

1 

128 

29 

July 

46 

4 

4 

1 

... 

2 

126 

38 

August 

34 

3 

5 

l 

2 

1 

128 

31 

September 

40 

2 

1 

3 

2 

129 

46 

October 

39 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

161 

25 

November 

32 

2 

1 

2 

182 

35 

December 

* 

35 

3 

1 

4 

1 

2 

2 

151 

27 

Totals 

431 

26 

2 

30 

11 

8 

10 

1670 

427 

The  figures  for 
the  previous 
year  were  — 

347 

28 

4 

18 

12 

3 

16 

1412 

336 

TABLE  IXb. 
Maternal  Deaths. 


Name 

Age 

Delivered 

Died 

Cause  of  Death 

Mrs.  S. 

42 

11/9/31 

12/9/31 

Post  Operative  Shock  after  difficult 
Labour  and  Post  Partum 
Haemorrhage 

Mrs.  C. 

30 

1/12/31 

7/12/31 

Peritonis  following  Caesarian 
Section  following  Obstructed  Labour 

82 


APPENDIX  13 — continued. 
TABLE  X. 


Summary  of  Cases  Dealt  with  at  Massage  Department. 


In-patients. 

Out-patients. 

J  anuary 

412 

321 

F  ebruary  ... 

824 

869 

March 

382 

409 

April 

244 

.  332 

May  . 

873 

245 

J  une 

317 

317 

July 

540 

299 

August 

880 

242 

September 

401 

813 

October 

444 

257 

November 

467 

210 

December  ... 

225 

270 

Total 

4,459 

3,584 

Electrical  Treatments 

...  2,043 

Massage  Treatments 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  6,000 

8,043 


Treatments  given. 

Out-patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,584 

In-patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,459 

Total  8,043 


APPENDIX  1 3 — continued . 


TABLE  XI. 

Pathological,  Bio-Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations. 


1931. 

1930. 

Blood  counts 

264 

353 

Blood  ureas 

2T4 

133 

Blood  sugars 

170 

193 

Wassermans 

154 

185 

Vaccines 

48 

88 

Pus  Bacteriological 

120 

117 

Urines  Chemical  ... 

1,328 

1,358 

Urines  Bacteriological 

569 

605 

Throat  Swabs 

44 

64 

Vasal  Swabs 

35 

19 

Feacal  Fats 

7 

1 

Sputum  Microscopical 

172 

154 

Sputum  Bacteriological 

114 

146 

Fractional  Test  Meals 

71 

83 

Van  den  Bugh 

13 

19 

Sections 

347 

304 

Vag  Dis.  ... 

40 

40 

Urine  Sugar  Estimations  210  (Inch 

.  in  Urine  chemical) 

Urine  Ureas 

105 

94 

Blood  Calcium 

( 

5 

Blood  Cultures 

39 

40 

U rine  F ermentation 

15 

17 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fluids 

80 

109 

Faeces  Bacteriological 

35 

53 

Faeces  Chemical  ... 

60 

80 

Catgut 

15 

10 

Glove  Powder 

19 

12 

Effusions  ... 

46 

47 

Widal  Reaction  ... 
Langs  Gold  Chloride 

18 

62 

Reaction 

Blood  Grouping 

10 

— 

(Transfusion)  ... 

72 

68 

Blood  Fragility 

12 

— 

Blood  Coagulation 

2 

2 

Total 

4,515 

4,479 

Douglas  Stanley,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P., 
Visiting  Physician, 

Hallam  Hospital- 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1931. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mrs.  Pearson  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Thirty-third  Annual 
Report  of  the  Department  under  my  charge. 

The  staff  of  District  Inspectors  and  the  Clerical  Staff  have 
remained  unchanged  :  the  District  Inspectors  (Messrs.  W.  W. 
Foakes,  G.  H.  Shaw,  J-  E.  Austin  and  F.  A.  Oakes)  and  the 
clerks  have  loyally  co-operated  with  me  in  carrying  out  all  the 
numerous  duties  which  have  devolved  upon  us. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  of  all  classes  (81,506)  is 
satisfactory,  but  what  is  even  more  to  the  point  the  result  of 
the  inspections  made  demonstrate  the  considerable  improve¬ 
ments  which  have  been  effected  in  environmental  conditions 
during  the  year. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

House-to-House  Inspections. 

Full  particulars  are  given  in  Table  2  of  the  results  of  the 
systematic  inspections  required  by  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations. 

The  inspections  were  made  in  four  districts  :  — 

District  1. — Ryng  Ward — portions  of  High  Street, 
Paradise  Street  and  St.  Michael  Street.  Sandwell  Ward — 
East  Side  of  Bull  Street,  Herbert  Street,  Overend  Street, 
Walter  Street,  Legge  Street,  Nicholls  Street,  Thynne  Street, 
Hope  Street,  Jesson  Street,  and  Bagnall  Street. 


District  2. — Part  of  Town  Hall  Ward— including  West 
Side  of  Dartmouth  Street,  North  Side  of  Wood  Lane,  Guns 
Lane  and  streets  leading  therefrom. 

District  3. — Part  of  Tantany  Ward — including  triangular 
block  formed  by  TV  alsall  Street,  Taylors  Lane,  Seagar  Street 
and  Reform  Street;  Griffin  Street,  Loveday  Street  and  Alfred 
Street.  Sandwell  Ward — East  Side  of  New  Street,  West  Side 
of  Bull  Street,  Pitt  Street,  Queen  Street  and  part  of  Walsall 
Street. 

District  4, — Friar  Park  Housing  Estate- 
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As  13  per  cent,  only  of  the  houses  examined  were  situate 
in  one  or  other  of  our  scheduled  unhealthy  areas  and  more  than 
half  of  the  remaining  houses  were  of  modern  erection  or  a 
superior  type,  there  was  every  reason  to  anticipate  that  on  the 
whole  the  ascertained  conditions  would  be  superior  to  those 
noted  in  recent  previous  surveys,  and  this  anticipation,  as  will 
he  seen,  has  been  fulfilled. 

In  all,  2,834  houses  situate  in  fifty-five  streets  were 
inspected,  of  which  2,676  were  working-class  dwellings,  158 
being  business  premises  or  houses  of  a  superior  character. 

Two  thousand,  six  hundred  and  one  houses  were  of  the 
through  type,  and  233  of  the  back-to-back  or  “  single 
varieties.  Eighty-four  houses  had  a  single  bedroom,  976  had 
two  bedrooms  and  1,774  three  or  more  bedrooms.  The 
ascertained  population  was  11,871,  or  an  average  of  41  per 
house. 

One  hundred  and  six  houses,  or  3-7  per  cent.,  had  more 
than  two  inmates  per  room  and  were  therefore  deemed  to  be 
overcrowded  on  the  basis  adopted  by  the  Registrar-General. 
In  212  cases,  or  7-4  per  cent.,  there  were  two  or  more  families 
residing  in  houses  intended  for  the  use  of  one  family. 

In  1930,  when  2,297  houses  were  inspected,  the  average 
population  per  house  was  4-3  and  the  percentages  of  overcrowd¬ 
ing  and  two  or  more  family  occupancy  were  6-8  and  11 
respectively,  so  that  a  distinct  improvement  is  shown.  This 
view  is  also  supported  by  comparing  the  figures  for  the  same 
houses  inspected  from  six  to  nine  years  ago  and  again  last  year. 
Population  has  fallen  from  4-6  to  4-1  per  house;  overcrowding 
from  4-6  per  cent-  to  2  8  per  cent,  and  two  or  more  family 
occupancy  from  10*5  to  9- 7  per  cent.  Once  more,  however,  it 
has  to  be  pointed  out  that  conditions  are  by  no  means  so 
satisfactory  in  the  smaller  type  of  houses  in  slum  areas.  In 
the  Harwood  Street  area  the  population  has  actually  increased 
and  is  now  about  5  2  per  house,  the  percentage  of  two  family 
occupancy  in  this  area  being  approximately  14.  In  the 
Taylors  Lane  and  Summer  Street  area  again  the  percentage 
of  two  or  more  family  occupancy  was  found  to  be  nearly  19,  a 
figure  distinctly  unsatisfactory  having  regard  to  the  very 
limited  bedroom  accommodation  available. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  results  of  the  inspection  of  the  943 
houses  on  the  Friar  Park  Housing  Estate  showed  a  remark¬ 
able  improvement  on  those  obtained  when  the  newly  erected 
houses  on  the  Tantany  Estate  were  examined  in  1924,  there 
being  only  29  cases  where  houses  were  occupied  by  members 
of  more  than  one  family,  whilst  a  fair  standard  of  domestic 
cleanliness  on  the  part  of  occupiers  was  generally  observed. 
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Of  the  2,884  houses  examined,  155,  or  5-5  per  cent.,  were 
classified  as  unfit  for  habitation;  140,  or  4-9  per  cent.,  includ¬ 
ing1  back-to-back  or  “  single  5  ’  type  houses  as  falling  below  a 
reasonable  standard;  447,  or  15-8  per  cent.,  as  in  a  seriously 
defective  state,  of  repair;  in  638  cases,  or  22-3  per  cent., 
cleansing  and  minor  repairs  were  requisite,  whilst  in  1,454 
cases,  or  51  *3  per  cent.,  the  premises  were  in  a  fair  or  good 
condition. 

Satisfactory  progress  had  been  made  up  to  the  end  of  the 
year  in  dealing  with  notices  arising  out  of  these  systematic 
inspections. 

Miscellaneous  Inspections. 

Complaints  numbering  376  have  been  investigated  and  in 
addition  court-yards  where  conveniences  are  used  in  common 
have  been  periodically  inspected.  The  total  number  of 
miscellaneous  inspections  made  during  the  year  was  9,839. 

Notices  Served  and  Legal  Proceedings  Instituted. 

Two  thousand,  five  hundred  and  ten  preliminary  or 
intimation  notices  relating  to  6,262  houses  were  served,  the 
number  of  re-inspections  being  11,090. 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  714  statutory 
notices  were  served,  of  which  672  were  issued  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  and  42  under  the  Housing  or  Local  Acts. 

A  summons  was  issued  against  an  owner  for  failing  to 
comply  with  a  notice  to  execute  repairs.  After  adjournments 
had  been  granted  the  requisite  works  were  completed  and  the 
summons  was  withdrawn  on  payment  of  costs. 

Sanitary  Improvements  Effected. 

The  total  number  of  nuisances  abated  as  a  result  of  notices 
served  was  8,244. 

The  number  of  sanitary  improvements  effected  was  8,287, 
particulars  of  which  are  given  in  Table  IV.  The  outstanding 
features  of  interest  in  connection  with  these  improvements  is 
the  substantial  nature  of  some  of  the  works  undertaken.  In 
no  fewer  than  867  cases  external  brickwork  has  been  repointed 
or  covered  with  an  impervious  coating  and  in  448  cases 
chimneys  have  been  rebuilt  or  repaired;  49  dangerous  wells  or 
cisterns  have  been  filled  in ;  352  insanitary  brick  sills  have  been 
replaced  by  earthenware  sinks  and  75  ashpits  of  the  fixed  type 
have  been  abolished  and  portable  ashbins  substituted.  The 
inconveniences  attaching  to  party  water  closets  and  stand¬ 
pipes  in  courts  or  common  yards  have  received  attention, 
additional  water  closets  having  been  erected  and  water  laid  on 
sinks  in  many  instances.  Another  development  has  been  the 
erection  of  separate  sculleries  and  water  closets  making  houses 
completely  self-contained. 
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Work  done  by  the  Department  in  cases  of  default  under 
the  Public  Health  or  Local  Acts  included  the  provision  of  51 
ashbins. 

Unfortunately,  although  the  number  of  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  brought  under  our  notice  does  show  a  reduction  as 
compared  with  1930,  it  cannot  be  said  that  this  problem  of 
overcrowding  is  otherwise  than  still  serious  in  character. 
Including  the  cases  which  came  to  light  during  the  house-to- 
house  inspections,  288  cases  of  overcrowding  were  brought 
under  our  notice,  the  triple  standard  of  classification  adopted 
being  the  Registrar-General*  s  basis  of  more  than  two  persons 
per  room  per  house ;  inadequate  cubic  contents  of  rooms  used 
for  sleeping  purposes  and  occupancy  of  sleeping  rooms  by 
unmarried  adults  of  opposite  sexes  or  where  grown  up  sons  and 
daughters  were  sleeping  in  the  same  rooms  as  their  parents. 

In  the  288  houses  mentioned  there  were  206  cases  of  moral 
overcrowding;  in  156  instances  the  Ilegistrar-General’s 
standard  was  exceeded  and  in  201  cases  the  cubic  capacity  of 
bedrooms  was  inadequate.  It  follows  that  many  houses  were 
overcrowded  from  every  standpoint,  but  analysis  shows  that 
32  houses  were  overcrowded  according  to  the  Registrar- 
General’s  method  and  22  from  the  cubic  contents  aspect  only, 
whilst  69  houses,  not  otherwise  overcrowded,  were  morally 
overcrowded. 

In  houses  with  a  single  bedroom,  there  were  8  cases  of 
7  or  more  persons  sleeping  in  the  same  bedroom,  there  being 
in  one  case  10  and  in  another  11  persons  sleeping  in  the  bed¬ 
room.  In  houses  with  two  bedrooms,  there  were  31  cases  of  9 
occupants  per  house ;  24  cases  of  10  occupants ;  15  with  11 ;  2 
with  12;  3  with  13  and  one  each  of  14  and  15  occupants  per 
house. 

In  these  overcrowded  houses  there  were  52  cases  where 
2  or  more  families  were  residing  in  the  same  house. 

The  continued  absence  of  alternative  accommodation  at 
moderate  rentals  precluded  service  of  notices  on  an  extensive 
scale  and  actually  12  notices  only  were  served  to  abate  over¬ 
crowding. 

It  is  only  fair  to  state  that  in  a  few  instances  the  Housing 
Department  were  able  to  find  houses  for  these  overcrowded 
families. 

* 

Having  regard  to  the  circumstances  that  the  bulk  of  this 
overcrowding  occurs  in  houses  actually  scheduled  as  unfit  or 
which  are  in  a  bad  state  of  repair,  it  is  obvious  that  a  by  no 
means  inconsiderable  section  of  the  community  is  still  con¬ 
demned  to  live  under  conditions  inimical  to  health  and  common 
decency. 
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WORK  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACTS. 

Prior  to  July  last,  fifty-six  representations  were  made  that 
houses  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  could  not  he  made 
fit  at  a  reasonable  expense.  In  eight  cases  owners  appeared 
before  you  and  it  was  agreed  to  accept  their  undertakings  to 
put  such  houses  in  a  reasonable  state  of  repair,  and  in  the  case 
of  a  stable  used  as  a  dwelling  an  undertaking  was  accepted  that 
the  premises  should  not  again  be  used  for  habitation. 

In  sixty-four  cases  Demolition  Orders  were  made,  but  in 
three  instances  the  premises  were  demolished  prior  to  the 
service  of  the  orders.  Owing  to  rehousing  difficulties,  it  was 
arranged  at  a  Joint  Meeting  of  the  Health  and  Housing  Com¬ 
mittees  held  in  July  last,  that  no  further  action  be  taken  under 
Section  19  of  the  1930  Act  for  a  period  of  six  months,  and  in 
ten  cases  effect  was  not  given  to  the  representations,  although 
the  owners  were  unwilling  to  give  any  undertaking  to  render 
the  houses  fit. 

Six  Closing  Orders  were  made  with  respect  to  parts  of 
buildings  and  in  five  of  these  cases  the  rooms  ceased  to  be 
occupied. 

Ten  Demolition  Orders  were  made  under  the  Housing  Act 
of  1925. 

In  two  cases  it  was  decided  to  make  Orders  determining 
Closing  Orders. 

In  all,  50  houses  were  demolished,  but  at  the  close  of  the 
year  there  were  159  houses  the  subject  of  Closing  or  Demolition 
Orders  which  were  still  occupied. 

An  appeal  by  the  owners  against  two  Demolition  Orders 
made  under  the  1925  Act  was  determined  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health.  At  the  Local  Inquiry  the  owner’s  representative 
undertook  to  execute  alterations  and  repairs  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Council  and  an  agreement  was  reached  that  in  this  event 
the  Council  would  consent  to  the  Orders  being  quashed. 
Repairs  on  a  very  extensive  scale  were  subsequently  executed 
and  the  Demolition  Orders  were  quashed. 

A  recommendation  accompanied  by  the  necessary  repre¬ 
sentation  that  a  small  area  of  24  houses  should  form  the  subject 
of  a  Clearance  Scheme  was  adopted  by  you  in  March  of  last 
year,  but  up  to  the  present  no  steps  have  been  taken  to  carry 
this  into  effect. 

INSPECTION  OF  SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  FOOD  SUPPLY. 

* 

Two  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine  visits  were 
paid  to  slaughterhouses  and  1,991  visits  to  butchers’  shops. 

The  number  of  notifications  received  from  cottagers  of 
intention  to  slaughter  pigs  was  413,  the  carcases  being 
subsequently  inspected  in  practically  every  instance. 
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Proceedings  were  pending  at  the  close  of  the  year  with 
respect  to  the  slaughtering  of  swine  on  unlicensed  premises. 

In  97  instances  (8  generalised  and  89  localised)  bovine 
carcases,  and  in  192  (5  generalised  and  187  localised)  pigs’ 
carcases,  or  289  instances  in  all,  tuberculosis  was  found  to 
he  present.  There  were  in  addition  two  cases  of  localised 
actinomycosis  in  bovines. 

In  every  instance  the  carcases  or  affected  portions  were 
surrendered. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  food  stuffs  surrendered  and 


destroyed  :  — 

Unsound  or  Diseased  Meat :  — 

lbs. 

Beef 

...  8,446 

Pork 

...  4,227 

Mutton 

54 

tons  cwts.  qrs. 

lbs. 

12,727 

5  13  2 

15 

Rabbits 

42 

1 

14 

Fish 

35 

1 

7 

Tinned  Foods:  — 

Beef 

390 

Syrup 

27 

Salmon 

7 

424 

3  3 

4 

Peas  ...  ...  ...  7  —  — * 

Total  6  5  0  12 


The  number  of  Magistrates’  Orders  obtained  for  con¬ 
demnation  was  146. 


The  progressively  increasing  nature  of  the  work 
associated  with  meat  inspection  is  well  brought  out  in  the 


following  table :  — 

No.  of  Inspections 
Year.  of  Slaughterhouses. 

tons. 

Meat  Condemned, 
cwts .  qrs . 

lbs. 

1925 

1,397 

— 

16 

1 

1 

1926 

1,465 

— 

14 

2 

4 

1927 

1,487 

1 

13 

1 

2 

1928 

1,689 

2 

12 

2 

0 

1929 

1,972 

3 

14 

3 

15 

1930 

2,550 

2 

17 

3 

18 

1931 

2,859 

5 

13 

2 

15 
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There  are  at  present  23  slaughterhouses  on  the  Register, 
of  which  12  are  subject  to  an  annual  licence. 

Fourteen  food  preparation  establishments  have  been 
registered  as  required  by  the  West  Bromwich  Corporation  Act, 
1930. 

INSPECTION  OF  WORKSHOPS  AND  BAKEHOUSES. 

The  number  of  workshops  and  bakehouses  on  the  register 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  149.  The  usual  circular  letters 
respecting  the  periodical  limewashing  of  bakehouses  were 
dispatched  twice  during  the  year  and  as  a  general  rule  received 
prompt  attention.  The  condition,  however,  of  some  of  the 
smaller  bakehouses  is  anything  but  satisfactory  and,  short  of 
actual  rebuilding,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  any  permanent 
improvement  can  be  effected.  Proceedings  were  authorised 
against  the  occupier  of  an  alleged  insanitary  bakehouse,  but 
were  temporarily  suspended  on  his  undertaking  to  remove  to 
more  suitable  premises. 

Ten  notices  were  received  from  the  Home  Office  respect¬ 
ing  factories  or  workshops.  Notices  were  served  on  the  firms 
concerned  and  in  most  instances  the  complaints  had  been 
remedied  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

INSPECTION  OF  DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Two  applications  were  received  for  registration  of  cow¬ 
sheds.  As  they  were  both  transfers  of  occupancy  the  same 
were  granted. 

Four  applications  for  registration  of  premises  for  sale  of 
raw  milk  were  received  and,  as  the  premises  had  formerly 
been  registered  and  were  in  fair  condition,  all  were  granted. 
Seven  applications  from  purveyors  of  milk  with  conveyances 
and  fourteen  for  selling  bottled  (sterilized)  milk  were  also 
granted. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  on  the  register  20 
cowkeepers  and  255  dairies  and  milkshops  or  persons  residing 
outside  the  district. 

The  number  of  licences  for  the  sale  of  Graded  Milks  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  was  39  as  compared  with 
28  in  1930.  These  comprised :  One  Grade  A  Producer’s 
Licence;  2  Grade  A  Bottlers’  Licences;  1  Grade  A  (T.T.) 
Bottler’s  Licence;  1  Pasteuriser’s  Licence;  19  Grade  A 
Dealers’  Licences;  1  Pasteurised  Dealer’s  Licence;  3  Certified 
Dealers’  Licences ;  4  Grade  A  Dealers’  Supplementary 

Licences;  2  Grade  A  (T.T.)  Dealers’  Supplementary  Licences; 
5  Pasteurised  Dealers’  Supplementary  Licences.  The  amount 
received  for  fees  was  £15  5s.  Od. 
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Six  samples  of  Certified,  eight  of  Grade  A  Milk,  and  one 
each  of  Pasteurised  and  Sterilized  Milk  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Whilst  in  all  cases  the  total 
bacteriological  count  was  satisfactory,  in  two  cases  of  Grade 
A  Milk  and  one  of  Pasteurised  Milk,  B.  Coli  were  found  to  be 
present. 

In  consequence  of  a  report  that  the  milk  supply  from  a 
Grade  A  Farm  was  suspected  to  contain  Tubercle  Bacilli, 
samples  were  obtained  from  a  bulk  milk  supply  and  sub¬ 
sequently  from  individual  and  group  supplies  and  submitted 
for  biological  examination.  As  a  result  of  the  reports 
received,  two  offending  cows  were  removed  from  the  herd  and 
slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 

Six  further  samples  were  submitted  for  biological 
examination  from  the  cows  forming  a  herd  at  another  farm, 
but  satisfactory  reports  were  received  in  each  case. 

Aine  cases  of  suspected  Tuberculosis  were  dealt  with 
under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  notice  to  slaughter  being  given 
in  each  instance.  In  each  case  Tuberculosis  was  found  in  the 
carcase.  The  amount  paid  for  compensation  was  £37  7s.  6d., 
the  sum  of  £20  10s.  9d.  being  received  for  salvage. 

WORK  UNDER  SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  AND 
FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT. 

During  the  year  140  samples  were  taken  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  handed  to  the  Borough  Analyst. 

Details  as  to  the  results  of  analysis  will  be  found  in  the 
report  of  the  Borough  Analyst  appended. 

Four  samples  were  taken  under  the  Fertilisers  and  Feed¬ 
ing  Stuffs  Act.  In  one  case  the  required  statutory  statement 
as  to  composition  was  not  provided  and  in  the  others  the 
variations  in  composition  as  compared  with  those  stated  on  the 
packages  were  not  sufficiently  marked  as  to  justify  the 
institution  of  proceedings.  Complaints  received  from  other 
authorities  formed  the  subject  of  special  enquiries. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  number  of  premises  on  the  Register  of  Offensive 
Trades  is  now  122. 

Fourteen  applications  were  made  to  establish  the  trade  of 
fish-frying*,  of  which  eleven  were  granted  and  three  refused. 

The  fat  melting  works  were  visited  weekly  and  the  fish- 
frying*  establishments  periodically.  In  the  case  of  these 
last-named  establishments  a  considerable  number  of  improve¬ 
ments  were  made  as  a  result  of  notices  served. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES  AND  HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

The  licences  for  the  two  registered  Common  Lodging 
Houses  were  renewed  and  these  and  the  houses  let  in  lodgings 
were  systematically  visited.  It  was  found  necessary  to  issue 
a  summons  in  the  case  of  a  house  let  in  lodgings  for  contra¬ 
vention  of  the  Bye-laws,  but  after  an  adjournment  of  the 
hearing,  the  necessary  works  having  been  completed  the 
summons  was  withdrawn  on  payment  of  costs. 

SANITARY  SUPERVISION  OF  THEATRES  AND  CINEMAS. 

The  usual  inspections  of  the  local  theatres  and  cinemas 
have  taken  place  and  reports  submitted  to  the  Magistrates  or 
Watch  Committee  as  occasion  required.  Defects,  usually  of 
a  minor  character,  were  subsequently  remedied. 

RENTS  RESTRICTION  ACTS. 

Three  applications  were  made  by  occupiers  for  certificates 
under  the  above  Acts,  all  of  which  were  granted. 

INVESTIGATION  OF  OUTBREAKS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE, 
DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 

Two  cases  of  Enteric  or  Paratyphoid  Fever  have  been 
investigated  by  the  Staff  and  409  rooms  were  disinfected  after 
infectious  disease.  In  three  cases  of  Scabies,  where  affected 
persons  had  been  removed  to  Hallam  Hospital,  the  whole  of 
the  bedding  and  clothing  was  removed  for  steam  disinfection 
and  the  premises  themselves  disinfected. 

A  marked  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the  increased 
number  of  applications  for  advice  and  assistance  in  dealing 
with  insect  pests  and  help  has  been  obtained  from  the 
Entomological  Department  of  the  Birmingham  University 
where  the  insect  concerned  was  one  of  an  unusual  type.  In 
seven  cases  the  work  of  disinfestation  was  undertaken  by  us 
and  in  38  instances  dry  or  liquid  insecticides  were  sold  to 
applicants. 

In  pursuance  of  the  arrangements  made  with  the  Housing 
Committee,  the  bedding  from  622  houses  was  removed, 
disinfected  and  subsequently  returned  to  the  new  addresses  on 
the  Municipal  Housing  Estates.  We  also  disinfected  210 
blankets  for  the  Army  authorities. 

WORK  UNDER  RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT. 

Throughout  the  year  complaints  of  rat  infestation  of 
premises  have  been  investigated.  Since  April  last  a  small 
weekly  retaining  fee  has  been  paid  to  a  local  rat  catcher  and 
numerous  rats  have  been  destroyed.  In  two  cases  it  was  found 
necessary  to  serve  notices  on  the  occupiers  of  premises  to 
undertake  the  work  of  destruction. 
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WORK  UNDER  THE  MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACT. 

Twenty  eases  of  alleged  mental  deficiency  were  investi¬ 
gated  and  in  seven  instances  patients  were  removed  to 
Barr  Colony  or  a  Home,  orders  for  contribution  towards 
maintenance  being  subsequently  obtained. 

As  tbe  services  of  a  special  officer  have  now  been  secured 
and  my  duties  under  the  Act  thus  brought  to  an  end,  a  short 
statement  as  to  the  work  necessitated  in  the  past  may  not  be 
out  of  place. 

It  was  during  the  period  of  the  Great  War  that  I  was 
asked  to  act  temporarily  as  an  officer  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Act  of  1913  and  it  is  this  temporary  arrangement 
which  has  only  just  been  terminated. 

During  this  period  some  140  cases  have  been  investigated, 
of  which  86  have  been  removed  to  Institutions.  This  work  of 
removal  has  not  only  involved  journeys  to  Barr  Colony,  but 
three  visits  to  Chesterfield  and  one  each  to  Alton  (Hampshire), 
Stoke  Park  (near  Bristol),  Ruthin  (North  Wales),  Knowle, 
Lichfield  and  Cheddleton  and  several  to  Birmingham.  The 
work  of  investigation  together  with  inspection  of  premises  to 
ascertain  home  conditions  where  periodical  reviews  by  Judicial 
Authorities  were  taking  place  or  where  leave  of  absence  was 
desired  has  been  responsible  for  618  visits. 

In  addition  to  attendances  before  Justices  to  make 
statutory  declarations  or  to  obtain  orders  for  removal  or 
contributions  towards  maintenance  of  patients,  a  considerable 
amount  of  clerical  work  has  been  involved  in  the  preparation 
of  petitions,  orders,  declarations,  statements  of  particulars, 
case  papers  and  general  correspondence. 

The  duties  generally,  in  view  of  the  possibilities  of  pro¬ 
longed  detention  of  the  patients,  have  been  of  a  painful 
character  and  the  utmost  care  has  had  to  be  exercised  to  secure 
the  co-operation  of  parents  and  it  has  been  gratifying  to  find 
that  save  in  a  few  instances  written  consents  have  been 
obtained. 

REMOVAL  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  NIGHTSOIL  AND  DRY  REFUSE. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1931  there  were  approximately 
16,825  water  closets,  451  privies  and  privy  pails  and  126 
cesspools  in  connection  with  dwelling  houses,  public  buildings 
and  works  in  the  Borough. 

Removal  and  Disposal  of  Refuse  from  Privies  and  Cesspools. 

No  sewer  extensions  having  taking  place  in  the  old 
portion  of  the  Borough  and  the  portions  of  Wednesbury  and 
Walsall  Rural  District  which  were  added  to  the  Borough 
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being’  also  unsewered,  there  has  been  no  material  change  in 
the  proportion  of  houses  on  the  privy  system,  the  percentage 
now  being  2-4. 


The  number  of  emptyings  of  privy  pails  was  2,227 ;  of 
middens  and  privy  cisterns  680,  and  of  cesspools  487.  The 
number  of  loads  removed  from  privies  and  cesspools  was  8,270, 
the  estimated  tonnage  being  3,587  as  compared  with  an 
estimated  tonnage  of  2,591  in  1930.  This  increased  tonnage 
of  30  5  per  cent,  is  more  than  accounted  for  by  the  52  cesspools 
which  have  been  added  to  our  list,  including  as  they  do 
cesspools  receiving  the  surface  drainage  from  the  Hamstead 
Village  and  which  were  formerly  emptied  by  the  Colliery 
Company. 

Notwithstanding  this  great  increase  in  work  it  is  more 
than  gratifying  to  find  that  the  cost  has  only  increased  from 
£1,017  to  £1,044,  this  result  being  due  to  the  purchase  of  a 
Cesspool  Cleaner  with  Vacuum  Pump  in  lieu  of  the  old  F.W.D. 
vehicle  with  hand  pump  and  which  has  been  in  regular  use 
since  April  last. 


The  details  of  expenditure  are  as  follows  :  — 

£ 


Wages 

...  390 

Transport  Department  Charges 

...  467 

Implements  and  Depairs 

6 

Dents  of  Tips  and  Incidentals 

...  46 

Proportion  of  cost  of  Cesspool  Cleaner 

...  135 

£1,044 

The  refuse  so  collected  was  deposited  on  agricultural  land 
or  in  the  disused  quarry  at  Hamstead. 

Removal  of  Dry  Refuse. 

Fourteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-three  ashbins 
were,  with  few  exceptions,  emptied  weekly,  the  number  of  dry 
ashpits,  187,  in  connection  with  305  houses,  being  emptied  less 
frequently. 


The  addition  of  three  Ford  30-cwt.  vehicles  all  provided 
with  covers  in  lieu  of  the  old  worn-out  Ford  “  tonners  ”  has 
materially  reduced  dust  dispersal  possibilities  during  transit, 
and  as  will  be  seen  has  enabled  removal  work  to  be  effected 
more  economically. 


The  total  tonnage  figure,  24,918,  is  the  highest  for  some 
years  and  is  accounted  for  by  the  large  number  of  new  houses 
erected  during  the  last  twelve  months.  The  figures  for  the 
previous  seven  years  were:  1925,  19,640;  1926,  23,122;  1927, 
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,594;  1928,  22,584;  1929,  23,462;  1930,  23,361. 
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Last  year’s  figures  are  made  up  as  follows  :  Ashbin  refuse, 
22,575  tons;  ashpit  refuse,  746  tons;  Hallam  House  and 
Wigmore  Schools,  1,576  tons  and  Trade  Refuse  21  tons. 


Our  gross  collection  costs  amounted  to  <£7,140,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  £7,353  in  1930  and  £7,399  in  1929,  and,  taken  in 
conjunction  with  the  increased  volume  of  refuse  and  number 
of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year,  represents  a  relatively 
considerable  saving.  The  transport  costs  per  ton  were  2s.  8d. 


The  following  are  details  of  the  dry  refuse  collection 
costs  :  — 


£ 

Wages 

.  3,751 

Lorry  Hire 

.  3,304 

Implements  and  Repairs 

.  25 

£7,140 

The  cost  of  collection  per  ton  of  ashbin  refuse  was 
5s.  ll-04d.,  of  dry  ashpit  refuse  6s.  6'4d.  per  ton,  and  Hallam 
House  and  Wigmore  Schools  2s.  9d.  per  ton,  the  all-in 
collection  cost  being  5s.  8'8d.  per  ton. 


The  collection  of  refuse  from  a  house  with  an  ashbin  costs 
7s.  6 '3d.  per  house  per  annum  and  that  from  a  house  using  an 
ashpit  16s.  approximately,  the  respective  yields  being  25*4 
cwt.  and  48 '9  cwt. 

The  estimated  yield  of  refuse  from  a  house  with  a  privy 
was  66*5  cwt.  and  the  cost  per  annum  80s.  approximately. 

The  sum  of  £203  was  received  for  the  collection  of  trade 
refuse  and  rent  of  former  tipping  ground. 

The  net  cost  of  removal  of  every  description  of  refuse  was 
£7,981  as  compared  with  £8,182  in  1930;  £8,038  in  1929; 
£7,341  in  1928,  and  £6,758  in  1927. 

Refuse  removal  in  1930  involved  a  rate  of  6'7d.  in  the  £, 
the  cost  per  1,000  of  the  population  being  £95  19s.  5d.,  per 
head  of  population  Is.  lid.,  per  1,000  houses  (excluding 
Hallam  House  and  Wigmore  Schools)  £423,  and  per  house  per 
annum  8s.  5*5d. 

The  cost  of  scavenging  Barr  Ward  was  £950. 
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DISPOSAL  OF  DRY  REFUSE. 

Of  the  24,542  tons  of  dry  refuse  collected,  15,955  tons 
were  received  at  the  Disposal  W orks,  where  possible  saleable 
materials  were  salved.  Organic  refuse,  rags  and  paper  were 
burned  in  the  incinerators  and  the  screened  dust  tipped  on  land 
at  rear  of  the  works  or  utilised  as  a  covering  for  refuse 
deposited  on  the  controlled  tips.  The  available  land  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  Sandhole  having  been  filled  in,  controlled  tipping  has 
since  taken  place  on  land  purchased  from  the  Patent  Shaft  and 
Axletree  Co.,  Ltd.  Eigdit  thousand  three  hundred  and  seven 
tons  have  been  deposited  on  the  controlled  tips,  the  balance 
of  280  tons  being  disposed  of  either  in  the  old  pit  shafts  on  the 
Lyttleton  Street  Mound  or  as  clinker  for  road  foundations. 

In  addition,  at  the  Disposal  Works  we  cremated  nearly 
seven  tons  of  condemned  food,  79  beds,  31  pigs  for  the  police 
and  public  and  472  cats  and  dogs. 

The  details  of  the  working  costs  of  disposal  are  :  — 

£ 

1,659 
147 
267 
669 
449 
42 


£3,233 


The  figures  for  the  five  preceding  years  were  £3,254, 
£3,096,  £3,154,  £3,507  and  £3,864  respectively. 

Owing  to  the  trade  depression  receipts  from  salvage  sales 
have  materially  fallen  oif  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  we  had  a 
large  stock  of  scrap  metal. 

The  following  are  details  of  our  sales  : 

Washed  Cinders 
Scrap  Metals  ... 

Bones 

Bottles  and  Jars 
Glass  Cullett 

Bagging  . 

Sundries 


£ 

87 

97 

42 

16 

15 

4 

20 


£281 


vv  ages 

Light,  Power  and  Water 
Pepairs  and  Maintenance 
Horse  Hire 
Pates,  etc.  ...  ... 

Oil  and  Sundries 
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The  amount  received  for  public  weighings  was  £55, 
making  a  total  income  of  £336,  the  net  working  expenditure 
being  £2,897,  as  compared  with  £2,718  in  1930,  £2,653  in  1929 
and  £2,620  in  1928. 

The  net  working  cost  of  disposal  was  2s.  3-9d.  as  compared 
with  2s.  3-5d.  per  ton  in  1930. 

Loan  charges  amounted  to  £98,  thus  making  the  total  net 
cost  of  disposal  £2,995,  or  the  equivalent  of  a  rate  of  2*56d. 
in  the  £.  The  net  cost  of  disposal  in  1930  was  £3,323. 

The  combined  rate  for  removal  and  disposal  of  all  classes 
of  refuse  was  9-26d.  in  the  £. 

The  average  cost  of  removing  and  disposing  of  refuse  was 
11s.  ll-5d.  per  house  per  annum  or  275d,  per  week,  or  per 
head  of  population  per  annum  2s.  7-7d.,  or  the  equivalent  of 
•6d.  per  week. 

I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

H.  H.  SPEAES, 

Fellow  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Association. 

Member  Institute  of  Public  Cleansing. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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TABLE  I. 


1931 

House-to-House  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  2,834 

Special  Housing  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  160 

Miscellaneous  Inspections,  including  the  Inspection  of 
common  yards  and  houses  concerning  which 
complaints  have  been  received  ...  ...  9,839 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,090 

Visits  to  Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  2,859 

Visits  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ...  357 

Visits  to  Shops  (Butchers’)  ...  ...  ...  1,991 

Visits  to  Bakehouses,  Factories  and  Workshops  ...  141 

Visits  to  Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  115 

Visits  in  connection  with  Mental  Deficiency  Act  ...  142 

Sundry  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,353 

Visits  to  Theatres,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  20 

Visits  to  Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  192 

Visits  under  Meat  Regulations  “Notices  to  Kill”  ..  413 


31,506 


Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  Served  ...  ...  2,510 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  ...  ...  714 

Number  of  Letters  written  to  Owners  re  Nuisances  ...  232 

Number  of  Letters  written  to  Owners  re  Ashbins  ...  46 

Reports  sent  to  Housing  Manager  re  Nuisances,  etc.  25 

Reports  sent  to  Borough  Surveyor  re  Dangerous 

Buildings,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Number  of  Rooms  Disinfected  ...  ...  ..  409 

Applications  for  Certificates  under  Rent  Act...  ...  3 

Number  of  Certificates  Granted  ...  ...  ...  3 


TABLE  II. 

PARTICULARS  OF  HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  INSPECTIONS. 
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No.  of  District 

1.  — W.  W.  Foakes 

2.  — G.  H.  Shaw  ... 

3.  — J.  E.  Austin  ... 

4.  — F.  A.  Oakes  ... 

Totals 
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TABLE  III. 


Preliminary  Notices  Served  and  Number  of  Houses  in  Connection 

THEREWITH. 


Notices 

Houses  in 
connection 

Served 

with 

To  make  Houses  fit  for  Habitation... 

694 

Notices 

1,839 

Dirty  and  Dilapidated  Houses  ...  - 

279 

471 

Dirty  and  Dilapidated  Out-buildings 

223 

568 

Defective  Paving  and  Surface  Channels 

14 

60 

Defective  Eaves  and  Down  Spouting 

68 

148 

Choked  Drainage  and  W.C.’s 

151 

511 

Insufficient  Ashbin  Accommodation 

754 

2,133 

Defective  W.C.  Connections 

74 

186 

Dirty  State  of  Sanitary  Conveniences 

115 

120 

Overcrowded  Rooms 

12 

12 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

6 

6 

Dirty  Yards  and  Offensive  Accumulations 

43 

56 

Water  in  Cellars 

3 

4 

Insufficient  Water  Supply 

8 

18 

Filthy  Bakehouses 

2 

2 

Dangerous  Wells  and  Cisterns 

3 

5 

Miscellaneous 

53 

115 

Workshops  with  Insufficient  W.C.  Accom¬ 
modation 

8 

8 

Totals 

2,510 

6,262 

TABLE  IV. 


Sanitary  Improvements  carried  out  in  District  in  Pursuance  of 
Inspections  made  and  Notices  Served. 


Interiors  of  Houses — 

Filthy  Houses  Cleansed  and  Whitewashed  ...  988 

Houses  in  which  Repairs  to  Plastering,  Brickwork  or 

Woodwork  have  been  carried  out  ...  ...  1,083 

Flooded  Cellars  Drained  or  Filled  in  ...  ..  11 

Houses  without  sufficient  means  of  Ventilation, 

Window  Openings,  or  other  means  provided  ...  169 
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TABLE  IV. — Continued. 


Exteriors  of  Houses— 

Defective  Roofs  made  watertight  ...  ...  647 

Houses  without  Eaves  Spouting,  or  with  Choked  or 
Defective  Spouting — New  spouting  provided  or 
existing  spouting  cleansed  and  repaired  656 

Damp  External  Walls — Brickwork  repaired  or  covered 

with  impervious  material  ...  867 

Dangerous  Chimneys  repaired  or  re  pointed  448 

Yards  and  Outbuildings— 

Surface  Paving  in  Yards  provided,  renewed  or 

repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Dangerous  Wells  or  Cisternsfilled  in  or  suitable  covers 

provided  ..  ...  ...  ...  49 

New  Earthenware  Sinks  provided  in  lieu  of  old  brick 

sinks  or  old  sinks  repaired  ...  ...  352 

Dirty  and  Dilapidated  Outbuildings  cleansed  and  repaired  615 
Dangerous  Boundary  Walls  repaired  ...  ...  29 

Drainage — 

Surface  Channels  abolished  and  stoneware  pipe  drains 

provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  Drainage  re-laid  or  repaired  ...  73 

Number  of  Manhole  Inspection  Chambers  provided  to 

drainage  systems  ...  ...  ...  5 

Additional  Cullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  9 

Choked  Drainage  opened  and  cleansed  ...  ...  100 

Covers  provided  to  Inspection  Chambers  ..  ...  9 

Privies,  Water  Closets  and  Ashpits — 

Privies  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ] 

Additional  Water  Closets  provided  ...  ...  12 

Dry  Ashpits  abolished  and  Dustbins  substituted  ...  75 

Fresh  Water  Closets  substituted  for  Waste  Water 

Closets  or  other  accommodation  ...  ...  28 

Additional  Ashbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  1,341 

Choked  Water'  Closets  opened  and  cleansed  ...  103 

Defective  W.C.  Connections  made  good  ...  ...  181 

Insufficient  Supply  of  Water  to  W.C.’s — Flush  improved  86 
Offensive  Urinals  repaired  ...  ...  8 

Keeping  of  Animals  and  Offensive  Accumulations— 
Offensive  Accumulations  ...  .r.  ...  21 
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TABLE  IV.— Continued. 


Overcrowding— 

Houses  overcrowded — Numbers  reduced  ...  ...  10 

Miscellaneous — 


Manure  Pits  provided  or  repaired 

... 

6 

Miscellaneous  Nuisances  abated 
Dirty  Approaches  to  Privies  and 

Conveniences  cleansed 

11 

by  occupiers 

...  ...  ... 

45 

Vans  removed  from  District 

•••  ...  •• 

10 

Water  Supply — 

Houses  without  a  proper  supply  of  Drinking  Water, 

Water  laid  on  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act — 

Dirty  and  Dilapidated  Bakehouses  or  Workshops  cleansed 


or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  5 

Additional  Closet  Accommodation  provided  or  existing 

accommodation  improved  ...  ...  ...  7 

Slaughter  Houses — 

Floors  Repaired,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ..  6 

Offensive  Trades — 

Contravention  of  Bye-laws  remedied  ...  ...  35 

Housing  Act,  1 925— 1 930- 

Houses  Unfit  for  Habitation  — Closing  Orders  made  ...  6 

Houses  Unfit  for  Habitation — Demolition  Orders  made...  35 

Houses  Unfit  for  Habitation — Houses  Demolished  ...  47 


Total  ...  8,287 


TABLE  V. 

Results  of  Legal  Proceedings. 


Situation  of  Premises 

Nature  of  Complaint 

Act  under  which  pro¬ 
ceedings  instituted 

Result 

44  and  46,  Whitehall 
Road 

Leaking  roofs,  etc.  ... 

Public  Health  Act, 
1875,  Section  95 

Adjournment  granted, 
works  executed  and 
summons  withdrawn 
on  payment  of  costs 

19,  Great  Bridge 

Failure  to  comply  with 
bye-laws  relating  to 
repairs,  etc. 

Bye-laws  relating  to 
houses-let-in- 
lodgings 

do. 
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TABLE  VI. 


HOUSING. 


Number  of  new  bouses  erected  during  the  year :  — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b) 

(i)  By  tbe  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  518 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  Nil 

(iii)  By  other  Bodies  and  persons  ...  ...  88 


(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  :  — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  :  — 

(a)  For  the  purpose  of  Part  II.  of  the  Act 

of  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

(b)  For  the  purpose  of  Part  III.  of  the  Act 

of  1925  .  Nil 

(c)  For  other  purposes  ...  ...  ...  500 

(ii)  By  other  Bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  5 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,728 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  12,562 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 
sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  2,834 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur- 

p  O  S  O  • • •  •••  • « v  •••  •••  ••• 


6,092 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  309 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,215 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without 

Service  of  Formal  Notices — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  2,649 
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TABLE  VI. — Continued. 

3.  Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  IT,  18  and  23  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  928 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  :  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  894 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  64 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  26 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  — 

E.  — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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TABLE  VI. — Continued. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in 
pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

F. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925  :  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  10 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  (or  Closing 
Orders)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 
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TABLE  VII. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

16 

7 

— 

Workshops  ..-  !.. 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

125 

5 

— 

Workplaces... 

(Other  than  Outworkers'  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

141 

12 

— 

2. — Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
offences  in 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Re¬ 

medied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H  M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

respect  to 
which  Prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  :  — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding  ... 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances 

q  .,  ( insufficient 

ani  i  unsuitable  or  defective 

accommodation  ,  ,  c 

[not  separate  lor  sexes 

5 

2 

4 

1 

5 

i 

3 

1 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Acts  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake¬ 
house  (s.  101)... 

. . . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

.... 

Other  offences  ... 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  and 
offences  under  the  Sections  mentioned  in  the 
schedule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 
and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers)  Order 
1921). 

Total 

12 

10 

•  •  • 

... 

There  was  no  “  Outwork  ”  carried  on  in  Unwholesome  Premises  during 

the  year. 
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BOROUGH  ANALYST’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 


County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

FOOD  AND  Dili  GS  ACT,  1928. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  during  the  year  1931  the 
total  number  of  samples  submitted  to  me  by  Mr.  Spears  for 
analysis  under  the  above  Act  was  140. 

As  usual,  two  methods  of  purchase  were  followed,  foods 
and  drugs  being  purchased  formally  or  informally.  In  the 
former  case  all  the  formalities  of  the  Act  are  observed,  whereas 
in  the  latter  method  no  notification  is  given  to  the  vendor,  and 
he  is  frequently  not  aware  that  the  purchased  article  is  to  be 
analysed.  This  procedure  has  occasionally  led  to  the  detection 
of  gross  adulteration,  but  during  the  past  year  the  method  did 
not  reveal  any  serious  intention  to  tamper  with  the  quality  of 
the  articles  sold. 

The  purity  of  foods  and  drugs  examined  is  shown  in  the 
appended  table,  and  according  to  their  quality  they  are  divided 
into  three  classes,  viz.  :  — 

(1)  Genuine  and  of  good  quality. 

(2)  Genuine  complying  with  the  necessarily  low 
standards,  but  of  poor  quality. 

(3)  Adulterated. 
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Description  of 
Article 

Total  Number  of 
Samples 

Official  Samples 

Unofficial  Samples 

Genuine 

Samples 

Genuine 

l)Ut 

Inferior 

Samples 

Adultera¬ 

ted 

Samples 

Remarks 

Official 

Unofficial 

Official 

Unofficial 

Official 

_ 

Unofficial 

Milk 

92 

91 

1 

75 

1 

11 

•  •  • 

5 

Preservatives 

absent 

Cream  ... 

2 

2 

... 

2 

t . , 

... 

... 

Butter  ... 

6 

6 

6 

... 

... 

... 

Boron  Com- 

pounds  absent 

Margarine 

2 

•  . 

2 

2 

.  .  . 

55  5> 

Bread  Boll 

0 

•  •  • 

2 

.  •  . 

2 

• .  • 

.  •  . 

Sponge  Cake 

3 

... 

3 

3 

... 

. .  . 

•  •  • 

55 

Sausage  ... 

4 

4 

3 

1 

See  Adulteration 

Sheet 

Self-raising  Flour 

2 

2 

2 

... 

... 

... 

. 

Salmon  Creme  ... 

1 

1 

1 

.  .  , 

Preservatives 

absent 

Salmon  &  Shrimp 

Paste  ... 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

.  .  • 

55  55  55 

Vinegar... 

1 

•  .  . 

1 

1 

•  •  . 

Cod  liver  Oil  ... 

3 

3 

... 

o 

o 

.  .  . 

Camphorated  Oil 

3 

•  •  . 

3 

3 

•  •  . 

Ground  Ginger  ... 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

•  • . 

« 

•  .  . 

Tea 

1 

* .  ,  . 

1 

1 

•  .  . 

Baking  Powder... 

1 

.  ,  . 

1 

,  .  . 

1 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

Compound 

Liquorice 

Powder 

1 

.  . 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

•  •  > 

Seidlitz  Powder 

2 

2 

1 

... 

1 

See  Adulteration 

List 

Liquid  Paraffin  .. 

1 

•  .  . 

l 

1 

1 

Tincture  of  Iodine 

1 

, . 

1 

1 

... 

Glycerine 

2 

2 

2 

• .  . 

Best  Borax 

1 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Epsom  Salts 

1 

.  >  • 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

Cream  of  Tartar 

2 

2 

o 

Sweet  Spirits  of 

See  Adulteration 

Nitre  ... 

2 

.  . 

2 

...  1 

... 

1 

List 

Glauber  Salts  ... 

1 

... 

1 

1 

... 

,  ,  , 

Bi-carbonate  of 

Soda  ... 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

.. . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

140 

91 

49 

75 

46 

11 

.. . 

5 

3 
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Of  the  140  samples  tabulated  in  the  above  list  eight — five 
official  and  three  unofficial — were  condemned  owing  to  their 
not  complying  with  the  Food  Regulations  or  the  standards  of 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  This  corresponds  to  an  adultera¬ 
tion  percentage  of  fr7  which  is  practically  identical  with  that 
for  the  year  1930  when  5*5  per  cent,  were  condemned. 

A  list  of  the  adulterated  food  and  drugs  with  particulars 
of  the  departure  from  the  standards  is  contained  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  table. 


Description  of  Article 

Nature  and  Extent 
of  Adulteration 

Remarks 

Sausage  (informal  43S2) 

160  parts  of  sulphurdioxide 
per  million  of  sausage 

Vendor  cautioned 

Milk  (formal  4411) 

Deficient  of  6%  of  its  natural 
milk  fat 

Vendor  cautioned 

Milk  (formal  4423) 

Deficient  of  2%  of  its  natural 
milk  fat 

Vendor  cautioned 

Milk  (formal  4432) 

Deficient  of  3%  of  its  natural 
milk  fat 

Vendor  cautioned 

Milk  (formal  4449) 

Deficient  of  8%  of  its  natural 
milk  fat 

Vendor  cautioned 

Sweet  Spirit  of  Nitre 
(informal  4451) 

Deficient  of  14%  of  ethjd  nitrite 

Vendor  cautioned 

Milk  (formal  4483) 

Deficient  of  6%  of  its  natural 
milk  fat 

Vendor  cautioned 

Seidlitz  Powder 
(informal  4499) 

Excess  of  3'9  grammes  of 
sodium  potassium  tartrate 

Vendor  cautioned 

Of  the  92  milks  analysed  five  were  deficient  in  milk  fat, 
that  important  constituent  falling  below  the  limit  of  3  per 
cent,  to  the  extents  shown  in  the  preceding  table. 

All  these  cases  were  investigated,  and  from  the  circum¬ 
stances  it  was  not  deemed  desirable  to  prosecute.  The 
suppliers  were  cautioned  and  required  to  improve  the  quality, 
and  to  ensure  this  their  deliveries  are  being  regularly  kept 
under  observation  by  sampling  and  analysis. 

Eleven  milks,  though  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations, 
were  of  poor  quality,  the  milk  fat  only  slightly  exceeding  the 
limit  of  3  per  cent. 

Preservatives  were  absent  from  all  the  samples  analysed. 

A  sample  of  sausage  (4382)  which  was  sold  without  noti¬ 
fication  of  the  permitted  preservative,  sulphur  dioxide,  con- 
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tamed  160  parts  per  million  of  tliat  substance.  With  a 
declaration  of  its  presence  450  parts  of  the  chemical  per  million 
of  sausage  are  allowed  under  the  Preservative  Regulations, 
and  a  later  visit  to  the  shop  showed  that  the  omitted  notice 
was  being  exhibited.  The  sample  was  informal  and  the  vendor 
could  not  be  prosecuted,  but  he  was  cautioned  as  to  the 
necessity  for  systematic  compliance  with  the  Regulations. 

All  the  other  foods  proved  to  be  genuine.  A  careful 
search  for  hurtful  colouring  matter  and  various  preservatives 
failed  to  detect  any  infringement  of  the  Pood  Regulations. 

As  regards  drugs  an  unofficial  sample  of  sweet  spirit  of 
nitre  (4451)  was  deficient  of  14  per  cent,  of  the  active 
ingredient — ethyl  nitrite.  Long  storage  of  this  drug, 
particularly  in  a  warm  place  is  often  accompanied  by  a 
reduction  in  the  quantity  of  the  active  principle.  The  vendor 
was  cautioned  and  the  remaining  stock  destroyed. 

The  only  other  sample  that  failed  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  was  a  Sekllitz 
Powder,  there  being  an  excess  of  3-5  grammes  of  sodium 
potassium  tartrate.  It  contained  the  correct  quantities  of  Bi¬ 
carbonate  of  Soda  and  Tartaric  acid.  The  vendor  was 
cautioned. 

Generally  speaking,  the  quality  of  the  drugs  examined 
during  the  year  was  satisfactory,  as  with  the  exception  of  the 
two  failures  given,  all  the  various  samples  analysed  were  quite 
up  to  the  required  standard  for  purity  and  composition. 

I  remain, 

Yours  obediently, 

HARRY  SILVESTER, 

Public  Analyst. 


